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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin 

Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

February 16, 2016 Regular Council Meeting  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had questions regarding the drainage issues at the corner of Gormley and 

Kakeout Road; he suggested that the drain be relocated.  Mr. Lampmann noted that he will have Paul 

Darmofalski, Borough Engineer inspect the area and make a recommendation.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear noted that he attended a program on Thursday, March 10, 2016, given in 

conjunction with the Morris County Sheriff’s Office, the Bloomingdale Police Department and the 

Borough of Butler Police.  The program was on steps that can be taken to avoid child abduction, 

kidnapping and sexual exploitation of children.  When he attended the Board of Health meeting, questions 

arose regarding Massage Parlors in the Borough of Butler and what the local requirements are and if they 

are still in effect.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that the State of New Jersey has taken over the licensing 

process; therefore, the local ordinances were repealed.  Mr. McNear wanted to notify the Mayor and 

Council that the Board of Health members have been receiving various questions regarding the recent 

series of earthquakes and asked about notification.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the recent NIXLE alert 

given was in response to the police desk being inundated with phone calls.  Additionally, he explained 

that there is a procedure in place for handling any emergencies.  Mayor Alviene added that all the 

appropriate agencies were notified and the Borough has not received any notification of property 

damages.  Child health services examined three children as part of the health department services.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted testing has been scheduled for the various 

vehicles.  Primary upgrade projects are ongoing, poles were transferred due to a fallen tree, new poles 

were set and transferred in various locations and installation of new LED street lighting continues. 

Repairs were made where needed.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet, all meters were read and 

recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman Verdonik the Water Committee met up at the Water facilities by the Reservoir, a tour was 

taken to review the Capital projects.  The Committee is working on a five-year plan to be presented 

shortly.  The Gifford Street water main replacement project is scheduled to begin mid-April.  

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department noted that there were 16 general alarms of various 

types including 4 fires on one day.  The Police Department for the month of January responded to 27 

motor vehicle accidents 202 summons were issued, 3 driving while intoxicated arrests and 36 arrests for 

various violations.  He wanted to inform the Mayor and Council that a pawnshop had recently opened up 

and he would like to discuss putting regulations in place for the operation of these shops.  Mr. Oostdyk 

will provide samples for the April Workshop meeting.   

 

Councilman Fox noted that with the Budget being introduced, the Roads Committee would do an 

inspection of the Borough’s roads and determine which roads will be repaved this year. 

 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that the 2016 Municipal Budget is up for 

introduction this evening.  The total budget for the year is $11,578,383.00, which equates to an increase 

of $29.40 on the average assessed home at $252,369.00.  The Water Utility budget will be $2,037,192.00 

and the Electric Utility will be $20,972,812.00.  He would like to commend the department heads, the 

Mayor and Council, Jim Kozimor, Jim Lampmann and the staff, as they have been fiscally responsible 

over the last few years.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that all the people involved with the preparation of the 2016 budget did an 

outstanding job, as the increase is nominal.   

 

Mr. Lampmann provided the Mayor and Council with an update on a grant presentation was made for a 

water main replacement on Manning Avenue, he was informed that pending the vote of the Morris 

County Freeholders, the full grant amount was approved in the amount of $80,000.00.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2016 – $5,137,635  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2016 – $2,359,884.32  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-32 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2016-32 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Application for Use of a Borough Facility for the Ecumenical Cross Walk on Friday, March 25, 

2016 and Easter Sunrise Service on Sunday, March 27, 2016 by the Butler Methodist Church.  Ms. 

O’Keefe explained that Butler Methodist Church normally sends this application in much earlier; they 

apologized for the lateness of the application.  The Mayor and Council approved the application.  

 

Proclaiming April 2016 as National Autism Awareness Month in the Borough of Butler.   

The Borough has been adopting this proclamation for the last several years.  The Mayor and Council 

agreed and the Proclamation was adopted.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2016-3 Calendar Year 2016 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and 

to Establish a CAP Bank Ordinance  

Public Hearing: April 19, 2016 

Moved: Fox      Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2016-4 An Ordinance Appropriating $380,000 for a Jet Vac Truck  

Mr. Lampmann explained that we are buying the demo model at a substantial savings, with many extras 

that would not normally be included and it has an extended warranty.  

 

Public Hearing: April 5, 2016 

Moved: Fox      Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2016-2 Ordinance Authorizing the Gifford Street Water Main Replacement    

Introduced: February 16, 2016 

Advertised: February 21, 2016 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this Ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the 

meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-33 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Vath      Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2016-34 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

 

* 2016-35 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water/Sewer Department  

 

* 2016-36 Transfer Resolution  

 

* 2016-37 Resolution Authorizing Agreement between the Borough of Butler and the New 

York, Susquehanna & Western Railway Corporation  

 

*  2016-38 Professional Services Agreement with Dorsey and Semrau, LLC for Special  

 Labor Attorney Services  

 

* 2016-39 Bid Award – Municipal Landscaping Services  

 

* 2016-40 Resolution Authorizing Self Examination of the 2016 Municipal Budget  

 

2016-41 2016 Municipal Budget  

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Councilman McNear expressed concern for Mr. Budesheim, the Borough Zoning Officer; he heard that he 

recently suffered a house fire.  Mr. Lampmann explained that he and his family are okay, and they are 

currently living in a rental house in Kinnelon.  Additionally, he asked about hosting a Freeholder meeting 

in Butler.  Ms. O’Keefe explained and Mayor Alviene concurred that this would require the Municipal 

Court to be displaced as their meeting dates coincide with the Municipal Court dates.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had several questions, 1. Why do we need the CAP bank ordinance if the 

budget is so low? 2. Is the Jet Vac truck being bonded and was it included in this budget?  3. The Gifford 

Street water main work will that include repavement of the road? 4. What is a special labor attorney? 5. Is 

lead testing being done on the water?  Mr. Norman noted that the area around the new McDonald’s is 

becoming an eyesore with garbage and other debris, who is responsible for this area.  He also wanted to 

inform the Borough that there are utility poles on Kiel Avenue that are so close to the roadway that they 

could be knocked down by a passing vehicle.   

 

Mr. Kozimor explained that as part of the Budget process the State allows a municipality to increase 

above the CAP limit; as this provides for additional available funding in the event of an emergency.  Mr. 

Lampmann and Mr. Kozimor explained that the Jet Vac truck was included in previous budgets under 

Capital Improvement funding and is not being bonded.  Regarding Gifford Street, the Borough would like 

to repave the road however, if there is funding it would not be done for approximately six months.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that a special labor attorney is for personnel issues.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the 

Borough Water supply is checked for lead. Regarding the poles Mr. Lampmann will check to see if they 

are Borough poles or Verizon poles.  
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Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:31 p.m. 

 

Adopted: May 17, 2016 

             

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: May 17, 2016  
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2016-3 

 

CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4 45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.l et seq., provides that in the 

preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 0% unless 

authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year's final appropriations, subject to 

certain exceptions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by 

ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 

3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding 

years; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Butler, in the County of Morris, finds it 

advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2016 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year's final 

appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body for said year, amounting final appropriations otherwise advisable 

and necessary; and, hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the to $245,438.31 in excess of the in 

the Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is 

not appropriated, as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Butler, in the 

County of Morris, a majority of the full authorized  of this governing body affirmatively concurring, 

that, in the CY 2016 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Butler shall, in 

accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40: 45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to 

$245,438.31 and that the CY 2016 municipal budget for the Borough of Butler be approved and 

adopt accordance with ordinance; and, 

 

BE IF FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as 

part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next 

two succeeding years; and, 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, with the that a Director certified copy of this ordinance as of the 

Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and, 

 

BE IF FURTHER ORDAINED that a certified copy adoption, with the recorded vote included 

thereon be within 5 days after such adoption of this ordinance upon field with said Director  

 

Introduced: March 15, 2016 

         
        _______________________________ 

        Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 
__________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

Ordinance 2016-4 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

PROVIDING FOR THE APPROPRIATION OF 

$380,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A JET VAC 

TRUCK FROM GENERAL CAPITAL – RESERVE 

FOR SEWER IMPROVEMENTS AND ELECTRIC 

CAPITAL – CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 

 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, 

County of Morris and the State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. The funding for the purchase of a Jet Vac Truck is hereby authorized with a cost 

not to exceed $380,000, which sum is hereby appropriated for this purpose  

 

SECTION 2. The total amount of $380,000 for said improvement is hereby appropriated from 

the following funds: 

 

  

General Capital – Reserve for Sewer Improvements - $250,000 

 

Electric Capital – Capital Improvement Fund - $130,000 

 

 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect after publication and passage as provided by law. 

 

 

Introduced: March 15, 2016  

 

        
       __________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

 
_________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk  
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