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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September 6, 2016 Closed Session and October 4, 2016 Council Workshop Meeting and 

September 20, 2016 Regular Council Meeting (correction add Councilman Meier) 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath met with Jim Kozimor; Chief Financial Officer, regarding the 

Borough’s score on the Best Practice’s worksheet, the score once again will enable the Borough 

to receive its full complement of state aid.  2017 Budget preparations have begun; current year 

revenues and expenditures are on track.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, Boonton Avenue is being milled at this time, the 

contractor has given a projected completion date of Friday, October 21, however, Mr. Fox does 

not believe the work will be completed until next week.  On another note, the Transportation 

Trust Fund monies were released today, so work on Morse Avenue will be scheduled for next 

year.   
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Councilman Regis reported on the fire department activities for September 2016 there were 9 

general alarms, both an officer’s meeting and a department meeting and a ladder drill was 

conducted.  Council President Vath reported on the status of the fire trucks one of which is 24 

years old, however, it will be included in 2017 budget discussions.  Regarding police department 

activities there were 26 motor vehicle accidents, 125 summonses were issued in September, one 

driving under the influence (DUI) arrest was made; an additional 17 arrests were made for a 

variety of offenses.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health, noting that there are a series of events 

scheduled such as the Flu Clinic on Thursday, October 20, 2016 beginning at 6:00 p.m., there is 

no fee for Butler residents who have Medicare, Part B and $15.00 for all other residents, please 

contact the Butler Health Department for additional information. A free rabies clinic will be held 

on Saturday, November 5, 2016 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Butler Municipal Garage near 

One Ace Road, as a reminder cats must be in carriers and dogs must be leashed.  There will be a 

blood pressure screening on November 2 at the Municipal Building from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., 

please contact the Health department for further information.   As a member of the Economic 

Development Committee (“EDC”), he wanted to remind those present about the upcoming 

“Taste of Butler” fundraiser that will be held at the High Point Brewery from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 

p.m., on November 4, 2016.  This event will benefit the Butler Library and the EDC.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on Butler Power and Light noted that stock levels are adequate; all 

vehicles are being serviced prior to the onset of winter.  Recycling credits received from faulted 

transformers will be used to offset the cost of removing drums of oils from the leaking 

transformers.  All personnel attended training on driver safety and fire extinguisher care and use.    

Installation of new service and upgrades to existing service were completed and installed in 

Kinnelon and Bloomingdale.  Poles were replaced where needed; repairs were done where 

necessary.  On September 19, a fault occurred at the High Street substation, taking out one of the 

transformer banks and two circuits in the process, crews were called in; the outage was addressed 

in approximately one hour.  Mr. Lampmann was on site and responded to numerous calls from 

Kinnelon officials regarding the outage.  In West Milford, road millings from a Butler project 

were used to upgrade a utility easement dirt roadway in Lake Arcadia.  In Riverdale, all was 

quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, 

customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  On October 8 and 9th 

Butler Museum participated in the Pathways of History countywide event well over one hundred 

people who attended.  A lot of positive feedback was received; he reminded everyone that the 

Museum is quite something to see.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water, hydrant flushing is ongoing and proceeding well.  

The refurbished drying bed up at the Water plant is working well.  The Manning Avenue grant 

agreement has been received it is for approximately $80,000 which covers most of the project, 

the bid will be scheduled shortly and the award should take place at the November meeting.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2016 – $326,708.72  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2016 – $2,240,514.46  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-102 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2016-102 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter of Interest from Colleen Pascale to fill the position of Coordinator for the Butler 

Alliance Commission should it become available  

Mayor Alviene asked that we hold onto the letter of interest and we will revisit this upon the 

retirement of the current Coordinator. 

 

Memorandum from Sergeant Colleen Pascale notifying the Borough of her retirement on 

June 30, 2017  

 

Letter from Carol Wheelock notifying the Borough of her retirement on May 1, 2017  

 

Motion to accept the retirement notifications of Colleen Pascale and Carol Wheelock 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2016-18 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of an Inter-Municipal Agreement 

Establishing the New Jersey Public Power Authority, A Municipal Shared Service  

Introduced: August 1, 2016 

Advertised: August 7, 2016  

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that he would be appearing before the Division of Local Government 

Services tomorrow October 19, 2016 at the hearing regarding the establishment of the Authority.   

The Public hearing is carried until the November 7, 2016 meeting.  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-103 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2016-104 Resolution Calling for the Banning the Sale of Dogs and Cats from Large 

Scale Commercial Breeding Facilities  

* 2016-105 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Tax Office 

* 2016-106 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Discussion of Best Practices Worksheet – Council President Vath previously discussed this 

noting the Borough once again scored favorably and will receive the full complement of State 

Aid.   

 

Resignation of Ben Iradi and Appointment of William Hanisch as a Member of the 

Recreation Commission – The Mayor and Council accepted the resignation of Ben Iradi from 

the Recreation Commission.  Mayor Alviene noted that he had spoken with Mr. Hanisch and he 

expressed interest in becoming a member of the Board.  The Mayor and Council concurred Ms. 

O’Keefe will have Mr. Hanisch sworn in. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Vicky Peine, 117 Boonton Avenue wanted to thank Councilman Meier for all his help at the 

Butler Museum during the Pathways of History weekend.  He is a fountain of information on 

Butler and she learned so much from him 

 

Nick Franco, 104 Leonard Road is here this evening regarding the cell phone tower near his 

home, when the tower was constructed trees were planted, those trees have since died, he asked 

that the trees be replanted as they serve as a site and sound buffer to date that has not been done.  

Mr. Franco has another issue regarding the cul-de-sac on Leonard Road flooding; he contacted 

Mr. Lampmann and did not hear anything from him regarding this. Mr. Franco used 

inappropriate language at which point Mayor Alviene asked that he not use that language.  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that he had spoken with Mr. Franco regarding the issue of replanting the 

trees; he explained that the plans on file with the Borough do not indicate that trees should be 

planted on that site.  Mr. Lampmann explained that he sent the Borough Vactor Truck to jet the 

line; Mr. Franco spoke with the Borough employees who were operating the truck.  The issue is 
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that a former neighbor did some work on his property and crushed and plugged the drainage 

pipe.  The Borough is trying to have the repairs made; however, the issue is that the drainage 

easement has been crushed.  Mayor Alviene noted that the Borough would look into this and see 

what if anything can be done.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:25 p.m. 

 

Adopted: November 7, 2016  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 7, 2016    
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