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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

October 18, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Thomas Courtney, 20 Grace Valley Road is here this evening to let the Mayor and Council 

know that Grace Valley Road is in need of repaving.  Councilman Fox noted that while road 

paving has been completed for this year, he would review the road in Spring 2017 as part of the 

inspection for the 2017 roads projects.   

 

Camille Piccirillo, 97 Reservoir Avenue is here this evening on behalf of the Library Board, 

noting that the restrooms currently used by the library need upgrading.  Additionally, the 

changing area in the handicapped stall needs a mat as the old one was discarded and has not been 

replaced.  Councilman McNear concurred with Ms. Piccirillo about the state of the facilities.  

Mayor Alviene will check into this and if funds are available in the 2017 budget for some 

upgrades.    

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted drivers continue to make illegal U-turns at the 

intersection of Route 23 and Kiel Avenue. Additionally, the new streetlight installed across from 

his home is shining directly into his house all night he would like to know if it could be adjusted 

to alleviate that.  Mr. Lampmann will check into it and have adjustments made.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Economic Development Committee noted that the Taste 

of Butler event was very successful, it was a sold out event with over 200 tickets sold.  On the 

Board of Health, 40 Influenza vaccinations, 7 child health care services being provided, along 

with 2 adult care immunizations.  December 6 there is a blood pressure screening please contact 

the Board of Health for more information.  The Zika virus was discussed, as it is still in the 

forefront, he has additional information should anyone be interested.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on Butler Power and Light noted that the Electric and Water 

Departments worked together to remove a few large trees at the Cascade Way filter plant, at a 

substantial savings to the Borough.  Tree trimming continued in Kinnelon, a pole line upgrade 

commenced in the Smoke Rise swamp; special equipment was used to transfer energized three-

phase spacer cable, the equipment was required for safety purposes.   Upgrades and repairs were 

performed where needed.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for the month.  All 

meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer complaints and outage 

calls were resolved in a timely manner.  The Butler Museum needs volunteers and help on 

Saturdays to keep the Museum open every Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water and Wastewater noted that the bid for the 

replacement of the Manning Avenue water main will be awarded this evening.  The total cost is 

slightly over $97,000.00 of which $80,000.00 is grant funding.  Future Community Development 

Block Grant funding projects will be discussed tonight.  A meeting is scheduled with several 

engineers regarding the connection between Bloomingdale and Butler; hopefully this will allow 

the project to proceed.  More information will be provided later.   

 

Councilman Regis regarding provided a synopsis of police department activities there were 31 

motor vehicle accident of which 14 were reportable and 6 had injuries; summonses were issued 

as a result.  135 summonses were issued in October, one driving while intoxicated, 12 arrests 

were made for a variety of offenses.  The Butler Fire Department held their annual Halloween 

party and it was very successful as always, there were approximately five to six hundred children 

attended.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, Boonton Avenue repaving, milling and striping is 

complete.  Borough vehicles are being prepped for the onset of winter and inclement weather, 

pothole repair will continue until the asphalt plants close for the winter.   

 

Council President Vath there are two resolutions on the Agenda this evening 2016-111 

canceling unexpended grant balances, it has no impact on the budget, 2016-113 is a Transfer 

resolution, so monies are transferred between accounts at the end of the year.  2017 Budget 

worksheets to the departments will be distributed prior to the end of November.  

 

 

Tax Collectors Report – October 2016 – $1,413,659.55  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2016 – $2,298,015.87  
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Senior Citizen Advisory, approximately 100 people signed up for the Senior Holiday Dinner on 

November 12, 2016.  Casino trips for the year were a success; the 2017 meetings are as follows: 

May 4, June 8, September 7, October 5 and November 2, 2017.  The Senior Picnic will be 

August 9, 2017; the Holiday Dinner is scheduled for November 11, 2017.  Senior bus trips are 

scheduled for May 8 sign up April 24; July 10, sign up June 26; and October 9, sign up October 

2, 2017.  Additionally, plans are in place for the Senior Citizen’s Advisory to donate the balance 

of funds from various activities to the Butler Fire Department Exempt Association.   

 

Motion to accept monthly reports. 

Moved: Council President Vath     Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-107 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2016-107 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

E-Mail from Sandi Liss on behalf of the Economic Development Committee requesting 

permission for 2017 Concert dates in Butler Park 

The dates are as follows May 5 and May 19, June 2 and June 16, July 7 and July 21, August 4 

and August 18.  The Mayor and Council approved the proposed dates, as the previous events 

have been very successful.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2016-18 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of an Inter-Municipal Agreement 

Establishing the New Jersey Public Power Authority, A Municipal Shared Service  

Introduced: August 1, 2016 

Advertised: August 7, 2016  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the Ordinance was finally approved by the Local Finance Board, 

this will give the smaller utility companies many advantages, in addition to the savings that will 

result from this, an estimate given by Office of Legislative Services projects there will be 

$72,000,000.00 in savings amongst all members over a five-year period.  This has been a long 

time coming, but finally the Governor has signed the legislation this year.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way what is the size of this organization and what does this 

encompass.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the maximum amount of members is nine, all of the 

municipal utilities, currently all are joining.  The customer base will remain the same, however, 

power purchases will no longer be bought individually, this will allow for a larger purchase, 

usually at a lower rate as one of the benefits that we would be entitled to because of joining.   
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Alex Calvi, 5 Butler Place would any control be lost because of this.  Mr. Lampmann explained 

that we could select what we use, as it is an “Al la Carte” menu.  The only difference really is 

that power can be purchased at a better price.  This will not influence day-to-day operations of 

the utility.   

 

Douglas Travers, 16 Western Avenue as a power authority they have the ability to issue 

municipal debt for financing projects, does this open the Borough up to any exposure or liability 

as a community if they default.  Mr. Lampmann explained that each municipality would be 

responsible for their own debt; each municipality would sign an agreement declaring individual 

responsibility for the debt.  Additionally, under New Jersey State Law, a municipality cannot 

default, unlike in other states, there are procedures in place to cover any shortfall.  The bottom 

line is Butler would not assume liability for anyone else if payments are not made by that 

municipality.  The only exposure the Borough would have is for what they have authorized.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting and move the ordinance, second by Councilman McNear.  All in favor.   

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-108 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2016-109 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Tax Office  

* 2016-110 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

* 2016-111 Cancelling Grant Funds Balances for Various Projects  

* 2016-112 Bid Award – Manning Avenue Water Main Replacement Award to M.S.P. 

Construction Corp. 

* 2016-113 Transfer Resolution  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2017 Potential Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Projects Mr. Lampmann 

explained that per the terms of the grant application it must be discussed at a public meeting, the 
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application is due to Morris County by December 15.  The list of possible projects is below; final 

determination will be discussed at the December 6, 2016 meeting so the application may be 

submitted in a timely manner.   

 

 
Proposal for Environmental Cleanup at the Electric Building 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the cleanup at the Department of Public Works Building is 

complete, however, three days after closure on that matter the Department of Environmental 

Protection sent a letter to the Borough regarding an open case from 1986 as well as another case 

from 1993.  Mr. Lampmann believes that there may be confusion at the State regarding the 1993 

case as it may be referring to the case that was just closed.  The proposal on hand is for 

determining if there is any contamination.  The 1986 case he believes was a disgruntled 

employee who wanted to have the Borough offices moved, nothing was ever found, but they are 

just trying to clean this up.  The Mayor and Council had questions however, after discussion the 

following resolution was presented: 
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Resolution No. R 2016- 114 Resolution Providing for an Agreement with Environmental 

and Geotechnical Services, LLC   

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Appointment of Helene Donargo to the Butler Library Board for the unexpired term of 

Marijane Brandau 

Mayor Alviene explained that due to the untimely passing of Marijane Brandau, there is an 

opening on the Butler Library Board and he would like to appoint Ms. Donargo to complete the 

unexpired term.  The Mayor polled the Council and they are in agreement regarding the 

appointment.  The Clerk to notify Ms. Donargo of her appointment and administer the Oath of 

Office.   

 

Butler Museum Operating Hours 

Councilman Meier noted that Mrs. Spranzani had sent him a letter notifying him that she is 

stepping down as Chair of the Museum and the committee would like to split the position 

amongst two members.  They also requested that the hours be adjusted from four Saturdays 

monthly to two due to both age and health of the members. The committee is looking to recruit 

members as they could use the help; he proposed the suggestion of the decrease in opening hours 

to the Mayor and Council.  Mr. Lampmann noted that he reviewed the grant agreement that the 

Borough signed to obtain funding for the renovations recently completed to the Museum, one of 

the condition is that the facility must remain open a minimum of twelve hours a month.  Mayor 

Alviene noted that the agreement must be maintained, or the funds may have to be repaid and 

they are sizable.  Councilman Meier will bring this information back to the Committee for 

discussion.   

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way questioned why the police reports do not appear in the 

Suburban Trends, as surrounding communities are in the paper, but he has not seen Butler.  Mr. 

Myers from the Suburban Trends will check with the appropriate people in the office who cover 

Butler to find out what is happening.  Regarding Boonton Avenue South in the area near Fayson 

Lakes, he acknowledged the Borough is not responsible for this; however, has there been any 

talk of Morris County repaving the road.  Mr. Lampmann noted that repaving this road was not 

on any of the schedules that he has seen.  Regarding a water main break that occurred on Kiel 

Avenue near Route 23, the road is not in great shape.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the road is not 

in bad shape; however, they may be work occurring as part of work on the shopping center.  

Originally, the roadwork was supposed to be done by Morris County however, with the 

Transportation Trust Fund projects being put on hold due to lack of funding, the project may be 

done in 2017 at the earliest.   
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Douglas Travers, 16 Western Avenue asked Councilman Meier if would like to advertise 

within his club regarding volunteers for the museum.  Mayor Alviene clarified that if they are 

interested in becoming an officer they need to be a Butler resident.  Anyone can be an associate 

member and his or her help would be greatly appreciated.   

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street wanted to let the Mayor and Council know that the Economic 

Development Committee Taste of Butler Event that was held on Friday, November 4 was a huge 

success.  Ten restaurants participated, and the feedback was excellent.  Perhaps in 2017 they will 

have two events in the Spring and the Fall.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:45 p.m. 

 

Adopted: December 20, 2016  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: December 20, 2016    
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