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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, J. 

Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Regis 

Moved: Meier        Second: Calvi 

All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

February 7, 2017 and March 7 Council Workshop Meeting; February 21, 2017 Regular Council 

Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way Noted that he read in the newspaper today, that Bloomingdale 

passed an ordinance increasing the age to buy tobacco and e-cigarette products.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained that while the ordinance was adopted the effective date is September 1, pending 

adoption of similar ordinances by the surrounding municipalities.  Councilman McNear invited 

Mr. Norman to attend the Board of Health meeting on March 22, 2017 in the Butler Library to 

show his support for this issue.  Mr. Norman had questions regarding a property on Boonton 

Avenue that he previously informed the Mayor and Council about it being in a state of disrepair.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the Zoning Officer has been made aware of the condition of the 

property and that the residence is currently in foreclosure, there are outstanding summons for 

violations that have been issued already, based on the information the Borough has the property 

appears to be vacant.  There are other issues with this property, including an issue with the wall 

located in the front of the home that may have been constructed by Morris County when the road 

was widened so that issue needs to be clarified.   
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Seeing no one else come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water and Sewer Department, construction of the new 

16” water main at the water storage tanks was filled and pressure tested, no problems occurred 

the main should be operational at this time. A water main break occurred on February 24 at 

Terrace Lake Drive in Cambridge Heights, a private development repairs were completed with 

technical assistance and a valve provided by the Borough, the development would reimburse the 

Borough for any time and materials used.  A partial sewer blockage was cleared on February 10 

on Cascade Way in the area of Reservoir Avenue, no property damage occurred, the cause was 

undetermined.  The Woodland Avenue pump station had a malfunction on February 14, due to 

the age of the control mechanism; Borough employees performed the repair with no effect to our 

customers.  Additionally, the DeBow Terrace pump was returned and installation was done by 

Borough employees, the station is now fully operational.  Pump clogging from flushable wipes is 

a major issue at the HJ Matthews pump station, Borough workers are dealing with it, but please 

do not flush them as they do not dissolve.  Regarding the Economic Development Committee 

concert series there is an opening available for the May 19 concert.  Taste of Butler is coming 

along with April 15 being the deadline for the restaurants to register for the event.  Councilman 

McNear also invited any members of the Council who want to attend the Board of Health 

meeting to express their opinions about the increasing the age for the purchase of tobacco and e-

cigarette products.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Department all employees attended classes for 

Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation and Automated External Defibrillator along with obstructed 

airway training.  In Kinnelon, a tree was removed that was threatening power lines, upgrades and 

repairs were made where necessary, due to wind and rain storms multiple tree issues occurred 

however, crews worked steadily to complete repairs.  Tree trimming has resumed in Smoke Rise, 

it has been four years since it was done, however, it is moving at along nicely as the growth has 

not occurred for this year.  In Butler, crews organized the platform in the new pavilion all 

equipment previously exposed to the weather is now protected.  Upgrades to LED street lights 

were installed along High Street with the area including Carey Avenue being completed.  The 

lighting is both efficient and longer lasting, the changeover to the LED lights will continue as 

budgeting allows.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for the month.  All meters were 

read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer complaints and outage calls were 

resolved in a timely manner.  He also wanted to inform those present that the Butler Museum is 

open every Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. there are many new items of interest.   

 

A motion was made to appoint Councilman Calvi as the liaison to the Board of Health in 

the place of Councilman McNear. 

Moved: Fox       Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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Mayor Alviene requested that the Board of Health be notified and Councilman McNear 

attend the meeting to smooth the transition to a new liaison.   

 

Councilman Calvi noted that he has not been attending the meetings but now that he is liaison, 

he will attend them.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted that we recently had a major snowstorm and he 

wanted to express his gratitude for the snow removal duties performed by the Borough 

employees, they worked hard to get the Borough up and running after the storm.  Road 

inspections will take place once the snow is gone, as the budget is being introduced this evening 

the Borough has a set figure that can be used for road repair.  Mayor Alviene asked if they could 

use the paving material that does not include recycled materials, as the roads do not seem to last 

as long.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the projects totally funded by the Borough yes, for any grant 

projects the recycled mix must be used.   

 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance the 2017 Budget process is complete, tonight 

we will be introducing an ordinance to exceed the CAP and establish a CAP bank, to bank any 

funds that are under the CAP, this remains in place so that in the event of an emergency we may 

exceed the CAP.  The other ordinances being introduced are Capital ordinances they are based 

on the Capital plan previously discussed.  The increase will be $58.08 on an average assessment 

of $252,520, the total amount that the Borough will receive from the taxes paid will be $2,339.10 

on the average assessed home.  The increase is less than previously stated, the Water Budget for 

the Borough $2,120,722.00, Electric Budget is $20,314,737.00, Public hearing for the Budget 

will be held on April 18, 2017.  Additionally, the Recreation committee meeting was cancelled 

due to the snowstorm of March 14; no makeup meeting has been scheduled. 

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2017 – $4,819,176.44 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2017 – $1,889,220.08  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-30 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2017-30 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request from Butler Methodist Church for Use of Butler Park for an Ecumenical Cross 

Walk on Friday, April 14, 2017 and Sunrise Easter Service on Sunday, April 16, 2017 
The Mayor and Council approved the request for both events.  

 

Proclaiming April 2017 as National Autism Awareness Month in the Borough of Butler  

The Mayor and Council are in support; Mayor Alviene will sign the proclamation and it will be 

forwarded to the requestor. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2017-2 Calendar Year 2017 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank Ordinance Authorizing the Gifford Street Water 

Main Replacement  

Public Hearing: April 18, 2017 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

2017-3 An Ordinance Appropriating $80,000 for the Hasbrouck Avenue Water Main 

Replacement from the Community Development Block Grant Program  

Public Hearing: April 18, 2017 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

2017-4 An Ordinance Appropriating $250,000 for Improvements to Buildings and Grounds 

from General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund, Water Utility Capital – Capital 

Improvement Funds and the Electric Utility – Capital Improvement Fund  

Public Hearing: April 18, 2017 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 
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2017-5 An Ordinance Appropriating $100,000 for Site Remediation at the Department of 

Public Works Facilities from the Electric Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Public Hearing: April 18, 2017 

Moved: Meier        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-31 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

* 2017-32 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office 

* 2017-33 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department   

* 2017-34 Transfer Resolution  

* 2017-35 Resolution in Support of Senate Bill 2663 and Assembly Bill 4234  

 

2017-36 Resolution Introducing the 2017 Municipal Budget  

Public Hearing will be April 18, 2017 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

Councilman McNear had a question regarding revenues; Mr. Kozimor explained that the 

revenues in question are a combination of many different fees and rents.   

 

2017-37 Resolution Authorizing Self Examination of the 2017 Municipal Budget  

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mr. Lampmann noted that he has received dates for an Ad Hoc meeting with the Board of 

Education, the only date that will work for everyone is Tuesday, April 25, 2017, it will be held in 

the Butler Municipal Building.   

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had various questions on the 2017 Municipal Budget, also 

questioned why the CAP bank ordinance is being passed.  Council President Verdonik explained 

that the Borough is not going over the CAP that money would allow for its usage in the event of 

a catastrophic emergency.  Mr. Norman had various questions regarding the Capital ordinances 

and their need, Mr. Lampmann explained that the items requested are needed.  Additionally, Mr. 

Norman questioned the resolution for self-examination of the budget; Mr. Kozimor assured him 

that the auditors review the budget for compliance and maintaining the 2% mandate.   

 

Council member Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:38 p.m. 

 

Adopted: April 18, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: April 18, 2017     
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