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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer, 

C. Wood from the office of the Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk, Heidi Wohleb 

and Mark Wilson of Nisivoccia, LLP.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 4, 2017 Council Workshop Meeting; March 21, 2017 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Regis 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance the 2017 Budget is on for adoption this evening, 

there are three capital ordinances that are also on for adoption so we may begin those projects 

now that the funds will be in place.  He attended the Recreation meeting held on Tuesday, April 

11, 2017 and wanted to note the following events May 6, is the fish rally; opening weekend at 

Stonybrook June 17 and June 18 with free entry on those days.  Stonybrook will officially open 

on June 24, 2017.  Summer recreation begins on June 26, 2017; Butler Day is May 27 at the 

Butler Athletic Complex.  Recently the Easter egg hunt was conducted approximately 250 

children attended; it was a very successful event.  A chess club is being started meeting on every 

other Sunday; he will provide more details as the start date gets closer.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted that the road inspection was conducted last week, the 

Borough is getting prices on approximately ten to twelve roads that are being looked at for either 

resurfacing or repairs as needed are required.  Road repair costs will exceed the amount of 

money allocated.  The roads chosen should be available at the May meeting.   
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Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department noted that a patrol car needs to be 

replaced as the motor died.  Additionally, this month is Distracted Drivers Month the Police will 

be on the lookout for any instances of this occurring in Butler.  He contacted Chief Soules of the 

Butler Fire Department nothing new is going on, however, the appliances for the refurbishment 

of the kitchen at the Firehouse are scheduled to arrive on April 20.  Estimates have been received 

for additional refurbishment of the counter tops and installation of a new island and an additional 

table.   

 

Councilman Calvi noted that he attended the Board of Health meeting it was announced that an 

ordinance would be passed regarding increasing the age of purchasing tobacco/vaping products 

to 21 years old.  Councilman McNear noted that the enforcement costs would be covered by the 

budgeted funds.  Some retail food establishment inspections were performed with the following 

places receiving a conditional rating Mizuki and Peking House, Burger King was satisfactory.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Department noted that primary feeder upgrade 

projects have begun.  Tree trimming continues and dielectric boom testing and PM inspections 

required by OSHA will start soon.  In Kinnelon repairs, upgrades and replacements were 

completed where necessary. Crews completed the installation of new service in two locations in 

Kinnelon.  In Butler and Bloomingdale, rotten poles were replaced with the Butler location 

receiving an upgrade in service.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for the month. All 

meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer complaints and outage 

calls were resolved in a timely manner.  Regarding the Butler Museum, more cameras have been 

added along with additional displays and inventory is underway.  Regarding the Butler High 

School Veterans Project, the date is Saturday, May 20, 2017 with the Butler Museum being open 

from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the Veterans and their families and the public.  He urged 

everyone to visit the Butler Museum to enjoy the history on display there.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water and Sewer Department, preliminary work has 

begun for the proposed pressure reducing facility at the Cascade Way Filtration Plant; the 

Department of Public Works employees are inspecting the water mains and preparing plans to 

move forward with the proposed construction.  Quarterly meter readings have occurred and 

hydrant flushing has begun and is ongoing.  Ten hydrants out of three hundred twenty three 

Borough owned in the system are out of order; however, other services are available nearby for 

fire protection.  Hydrant replacement is scheduled for the beginning of May.  Camera inspection 

of the Morse Avenue sewers is complete.  The Economic Development Committee concert series 

will begin again in June, still looking for donations.  Restaurants are still needed for the Taste of 

Butler event as ten are needed for the event.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – March 2017 – $171,471.70 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – March 2017 – $1,749,967.96  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-39 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-39 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Douglas Cabana, Freeholder Director Regarding the Countywide “Stigma 

Free” movement occurring in Morris County Encouraging Butler to help become part of 

the solution. 
Ms. O’Keefe to get additional information prior to the May 2, Council Workshop meeting. 

 

Letter from Jennifer Norato, Hester Schuyler Colfax Chapter of the National Society of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution Regarding the Replacement of a Headstone at the 

Manning Avenue Cemetery.   

Ms. O’Keefe explained that a similar situation occurred in Vernon and they require a letter from 

the municipality noting that the Cemetery itself does not pay any property taxes. The Mayor and 

Council are in support of this a letter will be prepared and sent to Ms. Norato.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2017-2 Calendar Year 2017 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank Ordinance Authorizing the Gifford Street Water 

Main Replacement  

Introduced: March 21, 2017 

Advertised: March 26, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2017-40 Adoption of the Municipal Budget  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on the 2017 Municipal Budget. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had some questions regarding the budget Mr. Kozimor and Mr. 

Lampmann explained where the funding comes from and where it goes and how it is used.  Mr. 

Norman also commended the Mayor, Council and Administration for doing such as good job on 

the 2017 Budget.   
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Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward, closed this public portion of the meeting.   

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adopt the 2017 Municipal Budget 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to thank the Finance Committee, the Chief Financial Officer and all the 

department heads who worked on this budget.  Additionally, he thanked the Auditors and all who 

had something to do with the budget.   

 

2017-3 An Ordinance Appropriating $80,000 for the Hasbrouck Avenue Water Main 

Replacement from the Community Development Block Grant Program  

Introduced: March 21, 2017 

Advertised: March 26, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2017-4 An Ordinance Appropriating $250,000 for Improvements to Buildings and Grounds 

from General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund, Water Utility Capital – Capital 

Improvement Funds and the Electric Utility – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: March 21, 2017 

Advertised: March 26, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 
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2017-5 An Ordinance Appropriating $100,000 for Site Remediation at the Department of 

Public Works Facilities from the Electric Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: March 21, 2017 

Advertised: March 26, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-41 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-42 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office 

* 2017-43 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Use of Municipal Right of Way 

Hold Harmless Agreement    

* 2017-44 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Driveway Easement and 

Agreement Between the Borough of Butler and Alford R. Fehr and a Driveway 

Easement Agreement Between the Borough of Butler and Marilyn J. Pettersen   

* 2017-45 Resolution in Support of the Borough of Kinnelon Request for their own 

Postal Zip Code  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Resignation of Isabelle Rimmer from the Butler Museum and the Appointment of Vicky Peine 

for the unexpired term ending on December 31, 2019  

 

Ms. O’Keefe administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Peine, the Mayor and Council congratulated 

her on the appointment.  Ms. Peine thanked the Mayor and Council for the appointment.   
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilmember Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: McNear        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:28 p.m. 

 

Adopted: May 16, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: May 16, 2017     
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