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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 18, 2017 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik several ordinances are on for adoption this evening, there will be a 

public hearing on those ordinances this evening.  Reporting on Recreation they recently held the 

annual fish rally, it was a great event, and although not many fish were caught, it was a good 

time for all those in attendance.  At Stony Brook the lake floor removal has begun, there are 

some issues; however, the work should be completed in time for the opening of the season.  The 

dumpster enclosures at Stony Brook are being rebuilt.  The Ad Hoc committee met, the meeting 

went well the Board of Education budget was discussed with an average increase in property 

taxes of $171.00 per household.  There was some discussion on the new testing of Butler High 

School students and that scores are improving.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted that the ordinance for road paving and upgrades is 

on for adoption this evening, if adopted then it will be approximately another two weeks until the 

complete cost estimates are available for the Morse Avenue project.  At that point, we will have 

better idea as to what funding is available for the 2017 road paving of ten or twelve roads.   PSE 

&G wants to line the main that goes under the railroad tracks at Decker Road as it is both a time 
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and cost saving measure.  The only issue is that the project would need to begin when school 

ends and be completed including paving by the start of the new school year.   

  

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department noted there were 35 motor vehicle 

accidents, 158 summons were issued, no Driving While Intoxicated arrests and there were 24 

arrests.  An inspection was done on the jail cells at the Butler Police department, both failed, 

fortunately, no rebuild is required as the Engineer certified that they were built correctly and the 

cells would be grandfathered in, as the cost to rebuild the cells would be expensive.  Regarding 

the Fire Department the new bunker gear has arrived; they are inventorying the old gear and 

disposing the non-usable gear.  All the new appliances were installed in the kitchen at the Fire 

House. The Butler Fire Department they will be doing a fire demonstration with a dollhouse-

sized model at Butler Day as an educational experience for the children.  There is a new 

firefighter application on for approval this evening.   

 

Councilman Calvi noted that the minutes of the April Board of Health meeting have not been 

distributed yet.  He noted that the ordinance regarding increasing the age of purchasing 

tobacco/vaping products to 21 years old is moving forward.  There will be no additional funding 

required for enforcement as that will performed by the Health Department.  The Sit and Chat 

Diner will be renovated significant improvements are required.  Bagel Nosh and the Galaxy 

Diner received a satisfactory food inspection rating.  Certified pool operator and inspector 

training has been completed by our health inspectors, hybrid bathing facilities have been 

discussed with the Jersey Department of Health advising on the proper inspection of these 

facilities as Stony Brook is a hybrid bathing facility.  There is still concern regarding the Zika 

virus with the onset of summer, pregnant women need to be especially careful.    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Department noted that annual dielectric boom 

testing and pm maintenance is complete; one truck failed and will be replaced.  Cambridge 

complex was shut down so meter stacks could be replaced.  In Kinnelon repairs and installations 

were completed where necessary, a large tree fell causing extensive damage with two poles 

broken and one leaning over the road, this affected approximately 80 homes, repairs are 

completed.  In Bloomingdale, work on an upgrade is ongoing.  In Riverdale and West Milford, 

all was quiet for the month. All meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, 

customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  Regarding the Butler 

High School Veterans Project, the date is Saturday, May 20, 2017 with the Butler Museum being 

open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the Veterans and their families and the public.  He urged 

everyone to visit the Butler Museum to enjoy the history on display there.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Economic Development Committee (EDC) noted that 

Taste of Butler is scheduled for Thursday, June 22 at the Ramstein Brewery from 7:00 to 10:00 

p.m.  This is a fundraiser for both the Butler Library and the EDC; local restaurants will offer 

samples of their foods.  Tickets are $35.00 and may be purchased at the Butler Library and Soul 

Journey.  Water and Sewer Department, hydrant flushing is complete there are currently eleven 

hydrants out of service, replacement is ongoing with two already installed.  The plans for the 

proposed pressure reducing facility at the Cascade Way Filtration Plant were advertised in the 

Daily Record on May 11, 2017.  Preliminary design work is accelerated for the Hasbrouck 
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Avenue Water Main replacement project that is being funded by Community Development 

Block Grant funding, the intention is to have the project completed prior to school beginning in 

the fall.  Prior to the road improvements, a thorough inspection will be done on Morse Avenue to 

address any issues in the area.  Additionally, the Department of Public Works would like to 

remind residents that sump pumps, gutters and other drainage systems not be connected to the 

sanitary sewer system.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – April 2017 – $1,994,269.52 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – April 2017 – $1,537,359.70  

 

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee bus trip to Mount Airy was a success the senior picnic is 

scheduled for August 9, 2017 at Silas Condit Park, Kinnelon.   

 

Mayor Alviene recognized that we have a boy scout in the audience this evening and he thanked 

him for what the boy scouts do. 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-47 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Regis       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-47 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request from Butler Methodist Church to Use Butler Park for a Service on Sunday, 

August 6, 2017 from 7:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
Mayor and Council approved the request for the use of the park.  Additionally, members of the 

Congregation will be out this weekend doing various projects as part of the Change the World 

event.   

 

Proclamation of the Mayor and Borough Council Commending the Efforts of the Butler 

School District Administration, Butler Board of Education and the Volunteers behind the 

Butler High School Mission Honor Veterans Project 

The Mayor and Council approved the proclamation, Mayor Alviene and Council President 

Verdonik will be attendance at the event. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2017-6 An Ordinance of the Borough of Butler Providing for the Appropriation of $101,000 

for the Improvements to the Sewer System from the General Capital – Reserve for Sewer 

Improvements and General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Introduced: May 2, 2017 

Advertised: May 5, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only.  
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Councilman Calvi had a question regarding the NJEIT grant.  Mr. Lampmann explained that this 

is not a grant rather a low interest loan, however the overhead makes this much more costly than 

the rate that the Borough is currently borrowing money at for improvement projects.  There are 

many factors including approval times and additional engineering costs that increases the overall 

cost.  Additionally, the Borough of Butler has an excellent bond rating so when borrowing 

money our interest rate is extremely low.   

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2017-7 An Ordinance Appropriating $44,200 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the 

Police Department from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: May 2, 2017 

Advertised: May 5, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only.  

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2017-8 An Ordinance Appropriating $20,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Fire 

Department from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: May 2, 2017 

Advertised: May 5, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Meier 
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2017-9 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $474,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of $372,000 

Bonds or Notes of the Borough of Butler for Various Electric Supply and Distribution 

System Improvements or Purposes 

Introduced: May 2, 2017 

Advertised: May 5, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Meier        Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2017-10 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $477,500 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$446,500 Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Various Water Supply and Distribution 

System Improvements or Purposes 

Introduced: May 2, 2017 

Advertised: May 5, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: McNear       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

2017-11 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $442,000 and Authorizing the issuance of $409,000 

Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Various Improvements or Purposes 

Introduced: May 2, 2017 

Advertised: May 5, 2017 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance only. 

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting and move this 

ordinance. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-48 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-49 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the Master Power Purchase and 

Sale Agreement Dated October 4, 2011  

 Council President Verdonik requested that this be removed from the Consent Agenda 

and voted on separately. 

   

* 2017-50 Resolution Designating Butler as a Stigma Free Community     

* 2017-51 Resolution Requesting Support of a Fast Track Foreclosure Law in New 

Jersey  

* 2017-52 Resolution Authorizing Professional Services Agreement with H2M 

Associates for Water Supply Engineering Services  

 

2017-49 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the Master Power Purchase and Sale 

Agreement Dated October 4, 2011 

 

Motion by: Regis       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier and Regis  

Voted Nay: None 

Recuse: Verdonik 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Application of Anthony Sanchez to join Pequannock Engine and Hose 

The Mayor and Council approved the application.  

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilmember Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Adopted: June 20, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: June 20, 2017     
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