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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer, 

R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 15, 2017 Regular Council Meeting and September 5, 2017 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street is here this evening on behalf of the Economic Development 

Committee as Chairperson she had two members who have not been attending meetings.  She 

has attempted to contact Jeanne Scognamiglio and has not received a response to the emails; she 

would like to find a replacement for her.  She has received a response from John Pellington who 

apologized for not attending the meetings explaining that due to a change in employment he is 

unable to attend the meetings.  Chris Ziegler expressed interest in serving on the Committee.  

The Mayor and Council agreed he would be notified by the Clerk of his appointment.   

 

James McGrath, 24 Valley Road had a question regarding Resolution No. 2017-86 Resolution 

in Opposition to New Jersey Senate Bills No. 1045 and 1046 Regarding the Open Public 

Meetings Act and the Open Public Records Act why the Mayor and Council are in opposition to 

these bills.  Ms. O’Keefe asked for permission to respond to Mr. McGrath regarding this she 

explained that with the suggested changes information on juveniles could be made readily 

available with no option to redact certain information.  Mayor Alviene also explained that we 

could not select what portions of the law can be followed.  Mr. Lampmann explained that he 

recently attended a Joint Insurance Fund meeting where some towns have actually had to hire 

part time employees to handle Open Public Record Act requests as municipalities are being 

inundated with requests from various commercial entities looking for records dating back to 

1900.  The time expended gathering all of the information is great and no fee can be charged if 

the documents are provided electronically.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that if the records are not 

provided a municipality can be sued, this has led to a small group of people that make requests 

and then start litigation for the sole purpose of trying to collect fees and money.  The taxpayers 

are being ill served; municipalities are now creating customer lists for private enterprises, doing 
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real estate agents jobs by searching out documents for them.  Mr. McGrath asked would the state 

provide funding.  Mayor Alviene explained that the Borough tries every day to get State funding 

for various other projects in the community to no avail.  He also stated that it is his responsibility 

to protect the citizens of Butler, especially the children in the community.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Verdonik regarding finance accounts are tracking very well this year. On for 

discussion this evening is the best practices worksheet which can be approved either tonight or it 

may be discussed this evening and approved at the October 3, Workshop meeting.  The 

Economic Development Committee concert series concluded and it was a success.  The Taste of 

Tri Boro will be held on November 9, 2017 at the Veterans of Foreign War hall on Carey 

Avenue, Butler.  Recreation has begun planning for 2018 programs, attendance at Stony Brook 

was down this year, and they are looking into ways to increase membership.       

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads the Morse Avenue preconstruction meeting will be held on 

Friday, September 22; at that point, determination will be made regarding start date and the 

schedule.  More information will be available after the meeting and affected residents will be 

notified.  Any monies remaining from this project will be used on additional roads for milling 

and paving, however, the work on Morse Avenue is expensive.  The catch basins have been 

rebuilt; all water valves in the roadway have been inspected.  The application for a 

Transportation Trust Fund grant for Paterson Hamburg Turnpike Resurfacing is complete and is 

on this evening’s agenda for approval.  Pothole repair is ongoing in preparation for the winter.  

Morris County has scheduled deck repair for the upper Main Street bridge, work is scheduled to 

begin in mid-October and will result in lane restrictions.  The plan is for two-way traffic over the 

bridge along with pedestrian traffic; however, there may be lane restrictions during the 

construction.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department statistics are as follows: 26 motor vehicle 

accidents reported, 34 summons, 2 driving while intoxicated arrests, 29 arrests for a variety of 

offenses.  Prior to the meeting the members of the Public Safety Committee inspected a fire 

ladder truck as a replacement vehicle the Committee has seen three trucks, they will review the 

information and make a recommendation when completed.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Water Utility the Hasbrouck Avenue water main 

replacement project was completed on September 5, a new 8” water main is now active.  The 

new pressure reducing station at the filtration plant is substantially complete, the newly installed 

valves have been tested and are operational, and the system will be activated later in the month, 

prior to hydrant flushing. Hydrant flushing is scheduled to begin on Monday, October 2, 2017, 
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running through October 23, 2017.  The State of New Jersey has released new legislation, the 

Water Quality Accountability act, which imposes additional requirements on reporting and 

implementing programs, including cybersecurity, asset management, valve exercise and hydrant 

flushing.  Programs currently in use meet or exceed many of the new requirements.  A minor 

sewer backup occurred on Belleview Avenue, roots were extending into the customers lateral 

line the Department of Public Works cleared the backup but informed the homeowner that the 

line needs to be cleaned out.  The new sanitary sewer GIS map has been substantially completed; 

a small amount of locations need to be inspected for field accuracy.   

 

Councilman Meier reported on the Electric Utility noting that Butler Power and Light assisted 

with National Night Out making it a success for another year.  Repairs, upgrades and new service 

where needed was addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, 

customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  The Electric Utility 

assisted in tree removal on Morse Avenue in preparation for the road repair at a great savings to 

the Borough.  The Butler Museum will be closed on September 30, 2017 and will participate 

along with the approximately 20 other Morris County Museums in the Pathways to History event 

is scheduled for October 7 and 8, 2017.  Volunteers are needed for the Butler Museum to assist 

in projects and the Saturday operation of the museum, those interested should call the Museum at 

973-838-7222.  The Morris County Tourism Bureau webpage has photos of the Butler Museum 

displayed along with some general information regarding the Museum.    

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Board of Health noted that the Board of Health does not 

have a meeting until September 27, 2017.  He wanted to share some points from the Butler 

School District Mental Health Awareness Committee meeting he attended s a lot of information 

being provided to the parents who attend the number of different workshops that will be held 

throughout the year.  Members of the community are attending Youth Mental Health training 

allowing them to identify some of the issues that are affecting children today.  He is trying to 

work with Mr. Cardinale, Interim School Superintendent to increase attendance at these 

workshops. 

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that at Back to School Night he and the Mayor were able to arrange the 

HOPE ONE Van at the event.  Attendance was great, training was available for the use of 

Narcan, which may eliminate an Opioid overdose, and has a high success rate in counteracting 

an overdose; quite a few parents attended and completed the training, they then received the 

Narcan.  Mayor Alviene worked through Morris County and was able to have the HOPE ONE 

available for Back to School Night and at the Butler Library on Thursday, September 21 during 

the daytime.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the Butler Municipal Alliance receives a little over 

$11,000 in grant monies that will be used for education programs for both staff and community 

members for mental health awareness; coordination is being done through Mr. Cardinale, as he is 

closer to the students and children of the community.  Mayor Alviene wanted to point out that 

this is an example of listening and addressing the concerns in the community. Mayor Alviene 

wanted to thank all involved for the September 11, Candlelight Walk, as it was a well attended 

and those in attendance proceeded in a solemn manner befitting the event.   
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Tax Collectors Report – August 2017 – $6,303,094.77  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – August 2017 – $2,053,764.31 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2017-81 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2017-81 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Correspondence from the Township of West Milford Regarding Proposed Amendments to 

the Highland Council Regional Master Plan 

The Mayor and Council discussed this and asked that a letter be sent in opposition to these 

amendments as this would create a body that can set rules that would be unfunded mandates with 

no real recourse. 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2017-82 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2017-83 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department   

* 2017-84 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Water/Sewer Department  

* 2017-85 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation 

(Suicide Prevention Programs)  

* 2017-86 Resolution In Opposition to New Jersey Senate Bills No. 1045 and 1046 

Regarding the Open Public Meetings Act and the Open Public Records Act  

* 2017-87 Resolution Authorizing Signature on Grant Agreement for Paterson 

Hamburg Turnpike Resurfacing   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Resignation of John Pellington from the Economic Development Committee  

Discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 

Request from Robin Lavorato Municipal Alliance Coordinator for the Use of Butler Park for a 

Recovery Walk on Wednesday, October 4, 2017.   

The Mayor and the Borough Council approved the request. 

 

Discussion of Best Practices Worksheet  

Previously Council President Verdonik spoke about this, this can be reviewed this evening or at 

the October 3, 2017 Council Workshop Meeting.  He explained that the Borough received 22 out 

of a possible 25 points; therefore, the Borough will receive no penalties.  He thanked Jim 

Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer and the rest of the staff for making sure that all requirements 

are followed to allow for a high mark, which allows the Borough to receive state aid. 

 

Motion to accept best practices worksheet: 

Motion by: Verdonik     Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Mayor Alviene had a suggestion after the recent meeting with Power Home Remodeling 

regarding Butler enacting a Do Not Knock list for Borough residents; a search of the Borough 

Code revealed that it is already a section of the code.  Applications for inclusion will be included 

in the Butler Water bills to be sent out shortly.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Ken Montanye, 117 Boonton Avenue Co-Chair of the Butler Museum invited the Mayor and 

Borough Council to attend the Pathways of History event, detailing the various activities that 

will be taking place.  He also mentioned that an article was recently in the Suburban Trends all 

about the Museum.  He wanted to mention that Vicky Peine a volunteer with the Museum 

purchased the Railroad conductor hats for a young visitor who was enthralled with the train sets.  

Mayor Alviene noted that the Borough appreciates all the work that is done in the Museum by all 

the volunteers to keep it up and running.  Additionally, Mr. Montanye wanted to thank 

Councilman Meier for all his help and the wealth of information he has about the Borough.   

 

Councilmember McNear seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of 

the meeting. 

Moved: McNear       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 
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Adjournment: 7:38 p.m. 

 

Adopted: November 6, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 6, 2017     
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