
MINUTES OF:    COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:    MAY 15, 2018  

TIME OF MEETING:    7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.    1 

 

 

The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President 

Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

March 6, 2018 Council Workshop Meeting and March 20, 2018 Regular Council Meeting  

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi (abstain on March 6, 2018 meeting), Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Susan Pettigrano, 83 Ridge Road is here this evening to discuss a problem with the gate on 

Ridge Road that connects to the Quick Chek on Route 23 South.  She lives adjacent to the 

emergency access gate; she stated that the approved plans were supposed to limit access by 

means of a lock and key to emergency personnel only.  Currently there is a space of 

approximately six feet; anyone can gain access to the Quick Chek property.  The concern is that 

there will be cars parking along Ridge Road to enter the Quick Chek rather than using highway 

access.  Councilman Fox suggested that Paul Darmofalski, Borough Engineer be contacted to 

provide Ms. Pettigrano an explanation regarding changes that may have amended the original 

plans.  Another concern she has is about a small area of grass that needs to be maintained she has 

heard conflicting opinions as to who owns this property.  Another concern she has is that her 

back yard is flooding, previously this has never occurred, during a recent rainstorm she had 

terrific retention her main concern is that she has an in ground pool that may be affected by the 

runoff.    

 

Debbie Sammon, 80 Summit Avenue is here this evening regarding the “Max is Back, 1425 

Route 23” property she would like to know if the propane tank previously located in the rear of 

the property has been removed.  Mr. Lampmann explained that he contacted the Fire Inspector to 

check to see if it has been removed.  Will Quick Chek be cleaning up Ridge Road as it is a mess, 

also the work may have done damage to the road, as it seems to be deteriorating.  Another 

question is have they planted the proper number of trees in accordance with the approved plans.   
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way has a couple of thoughts regarding the “Max is Back” property 

he stated that the current owner must restore the property to its former condition.  During the 

recent Morris County Freeholder meeting held in Butler Mr. Norman had questions regarding the 

condition of the roads, Freeholder Director Cabana referred him to speak with Morris County 

Engineer, and he was flabbergasted that there was no discussion only the referral to the Engineer.  

He has a problem with a tree located in front of his house, his concern is that the tree is dying 

and is close to the power lines and with limbs falling off into the roadway who would be 

responsible for any damages.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that it would be the responsibility of the 

person whose property is damaged.  Mr. Lampmann will check and see who owns the tree, and 

Butler Power and Light will look at it and determine the course of action.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik reporting on Finance everything is trending well so far, Butler Day 

is May 26 beginning at 3:00 p.m.  The Economic Development Committee will be holding three 

concerts in Butler Park this year, as well as Taste of Butler that will be held on June 15, 2018, at 

the High Point Brewery.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads most of the work is complete on Morse Avenue, the paving 

needs to be done.  Paving of Belleview from Myrtle Avenue to the cul-de- sac, Cleary Avenue, 

Jericho Road and the upper end of Bartholdi Avenue.  The hope is that the paving will begin in 

early June.  Should any funding remain another road may be paved.  Councilman Regis 

mentioned that there is a large pothole at the intersection of Valley Road and Western Avenue.   

 

Councilman Regis noted that the Police department addressed 29 motor vehicle accidents, 41 

summons issued, 3 Driving While Intoxicated, 39 arrests were made.  Fire department cleaned 

the firehouse and painted the floor the building looks great.   

 

Councilman Calvi hydrant flushing is complete as of May 7; with no additional hydrants 

removed from service.  The water department relocated water service to a new water main and 

one new service was installed because of new construction.   Minor repairs, mark outs and 

customer complaints were addressed as needed.  Maintenance of the pressure regulating station 

was completed, all stations are operating normally.  A sewer back up on Belleview Avenue in the 

area near the Department of Public Works Garage was cleared, no customers were affected, 

restoration of the landscape at the Harold J. Mathews Pump Station is almost complete.  All 

pump stations had maintenance and are operating as expected.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility annual testing and preventive maintenance 

is complete for all the line trucks.  Two poles needed repair or replacement because of being 

struck by a motor vehicle.  Butler Power and Light assisted in the installation of a new sound 

system for the Butler Board of Education.  Repairs, upgrades and new service where needed was 

addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer 

complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  All was quiet in Riverdale and 

West Milford.  

 

Councilman Travers noted that the Board of Health met at the Butler Library on April 25, two 

cases of Lyme disease, two cases of pertussis, four cases of influenza, Type A, one case of 

hepatitis C.  The ordinances for the Under 21 sale of Tobacco, including e-cigarettes and the 

Massage Parlor Ordinances passed on the second of three readings, third reading scheduled for 

May 23.  All the area schools are 100% immunization compliant, with the exception of one 

student at Noah’s Ark.  Currently the Borough of Butler Health department is storing Rockaway 

Township vaccinations as their refrigeration unit failed.  The Borough of Butler Health 

Department is sponsoring a free skin cancer screening on May 31, 2018; contact the Health 

Department for details.  A skin cancer screening is scheduled for Thursday, May 31 from 6:00 to 

8:00 p.m. for registration contact the health department at 973-838-7200 x. 237.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – April 2018 – $4,295,261.79  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – April 2018 – $1,650,278.18 

 

Ms. O’Keefe provided a report on the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee, they have scheduled 

three Casino bus trips, the Senior Picnic is August 8, 2018 and the Holiday Dinner is November 

10, 2018.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2018-50 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2018- 50 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2018-5 Appropriating $100,000 for Site Remediation at the Department of Public Works 

Facility 

Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-5 
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Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2018-6 Appropriating $28,000 for the Purchase of Billing and Receipting Equipment from 

the Electric Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-6 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2018-7 Appropriating $82,500 for Improvements to Building and Grounds from the 

General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund, Water Utility Capital – Capital 

Improvement Fund and Electric Utility Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 
Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-7 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2018-8 Appropriating $41,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Police Department 

and Dispatch Center from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund and the 

Electric Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 
Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-8 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 
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2018-9 Appropriating $18,000 for Various Improvements at the Stonybrook Recreational 

Facility from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-9 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2018-10 Appropriating $85,000 to Refurbish the Street Sweeper from the General Capital – 

Capital Improvement Fund 
Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-10 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2018-11 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $598,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$485,000 Bonds or Notes for Various Water Supply and Distribution Improvements 
Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way what is being improved with this Bond Ordinance?  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that a portion of the money is a contribution towards the Bloomingdale 

Pump Station to supply water to Bloomingdale; the Northwestern Water Main replacement 

municipal portion of the grant funding; work that is being done at the clarification plant.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and 

adopt ordinance No. 2018-11 

Moved: Fox       Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 
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2018-12 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $834,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$324,000 Bonds or Notes for the Improvements of Various Roads in the Borough of Butler 
Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-12 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to inform the Mayor and Council that the Borough obtained a waiver 

from the New Jersey Department of Transportation to use the better grade of asphalt, as opposed 

to the prior requirements. The cost may be greater but the life expectancy of the road is 

approximately triple.    

 

2018-13 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $420,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$420,000 Bonds or Notes for the Various Electrical Supply and Distribution System 

Improvements  

Introduced: April 17, 2018 

Advertised: April 22, 2018 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public on this ordinance. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close the public portion and adopt 

ordinance No. 2018-13 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2018-51 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2018-52 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office 

* 2018-53 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Electric Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Regis 

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m. 

 

Adopted: July 17, 2018  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: July 17, 2018     
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