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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer, 

R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to Excuse the absence of Councilman Regis 

Moved: Meier        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 17, 2018, May 15, 2018 and June 19, 2018 Regular Council Meeting and May 1, 2018 and 

June 4, 2018 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding finances they are trending well, he wanted to remind 

those present that one of the summer concerts in the park sponsored by the Economic 

Development Committee is coming up.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads several roads have been paved, striping will be done 

shortly as there was a delay on the part of the striping company.  Mayor Alviene expressed 

concern about large dump trucks coming down Elm Street and South Gifford Street.   
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Councilman Calvi reporting on Water quarterly meeting readings are complete, inspections 

were conducted on the roads where the repaving occurred as a precaution prior to paving.  Two 

minor issues were discovered and repairs were performed and complete.  The hydrant at 111 

Bartholdi Avenue was placed out of service as damage to the safety breakaway was discovered, 

repair parts have been received the hydrant will be replaced and should be back in service by the 

end of this week.  Regarding sewer an issue was investigated at 1414 Route 23 and it was 

determined to be a problem with the customer owned lateral line.  One pump at the Woodland 

Avenue substation was placed out of order; the new pump is ordered and will be installed when 

received.  Mayor Alviene noted that the repair work done on the repair of the storm drain at the 

corner of Bartholdi Avenue was great.   Mr. Lampmann explained that the repair was a much 

bigger job than anticipated as the storm drain was the main source of run off for Bartholdi 

Avenue, unfortunately, a house was built over the original drainage pipe, the pipe gave way and 

there was some damage in the basement.  The pipe has since been rerouted to a culvert located 

on Carey Avenue.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that with the summer heat upon us the 

utility is ready for any challenges that may happen.  All personnel attended a mandatory in 

service demonstration of the recently delivered new Altec bucket truck.  Service upgrades 

continue, repairs made where necessary, tree trimming continues. Repairs, upgrades and new 

service where needed was addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts 

addressed, customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  All was 

quiet in Riverdale and West Milford.  

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health noted that there are no updates, as they 

do not meet during the summer months.  He is awaiting updates to the recent ordinances, 

regarding Under 21 Sale of Tobacco and Massage, Body Work and Somatic care ordinances.  

Councilman Travers wanted to be proactive about the issue of disposing of pet waste in Ron 

Assante Park, as it may be attracting stinging insects and since this is a child’s play area, it may 

be causing a health hazard.  One of the Board Members has asked that a pet waste receptacle be 

placed in the park; it may alleviate some of the issues.  Mr. Lampmann expressed concern that 

with the high temperatures we have been experiencing lately, the odor is horrific and it is a 

nuisance, additionally, since the signs were posted, he has not received any calls regarding the 

smells in the park.  Mayor Alviene noted that he has requested that a receptacle be placed in the 

park closer to the bus stop in the park.  The Mayor and Council agreed to try the receptacle in the 

park; if it creates a problem, it will be removed.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – June 2018 – $239,142.91  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2018 – $1,322,041.40 
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2018-72 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

R 2018-72 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclamation Designating August 7, 2018 as National Night Out in Butler 

The Mayor signed the Proclamation; Councilman Meier noted that this is the 35th anniversary. 

 

Request from Butler Methodist Church to use Butler Park on Sunday, August 5 for an 

Outside Worship Service 

The Mayor and Council approved this, as they are good neighbors, Chief Chimento approved, 

and Ms. O’Keefe will suggest that Butler Park must be left in pristine fashion as National Night 

Out is on August 7, 2018.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2018-14 Amending the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler and Revising 

Chapter 91 Canvassers, Solicitors and Peddlers Section 91-7 Section B, Rules and 

Regulations  

Introduced: June 19, 2018 

Advertised: June 27, 2018  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only: 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward closed this public portion of the meeting and 

moved the ordinance.   

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2018-73 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

* 2018-74 Certifying Review of the 2017 Audit  

* 2018-75 Resolution in Support of Proposed Legislation that Would Make the 2% 

Cap on Interest Arbitration Awards Permanent  

* 2018-76 Resolution Authorizing Signature on the Administrative Consent Order 

from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection for the Property 

Located at 12 East Belleview Avenue  

*  2018-77 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of $5,647, 750 Bond Anticipation Notes 

of the Borough of Butler  
* 2018-78 Resolution Authorizing Award of a Contract for a 50’ Digger Derrick 

Truck for the Electric Utility   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way questioned regarding setting weight limits for Borough streets, 

Mr. Oostdyk explained that there are certain guidelines that must be followed.  Mr. Norman 

noted that there are a number of locations in town that need help in cleaning up the debris that 

has accumulated.  Mr. Lampmann explained that we can offer help but the property owner is 

under no obligation to accept the help.  Ms. O’Keefe noted that Pastor Mike McKay and James 

Breiten of the Butler Health Department are in contact to arrange cleaning up the property.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.   
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Mr. Lampmann asked the Mayor and Council if they had reviewed the changes to the Employee 

Handbook and if there are no objections or suggestions there is a resolution prepared for 

adoption this evening.   

 

R 2018-79 Resolution Authorizing the Updated Personnel Policy and Procedures  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:48 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 21, 2018  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 21, 2018     
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