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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

Absent: Councilman Stephen Regis 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the 

Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Regis 

Moved: Travers      Second: Meier  

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

February 19, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and March 5, 2019 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Frank Spizziri, owns a home at 37 Third Street, he is present this evening to inquire on the 

status of the repaving of Third Street.  Councilman Fox explained that the repaving project is in 

the works as a grant has been applied for and we are waiting for a response.  The yearly road 

inspection will take place the week of March 25 so more information will be available after that.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the preliminary work is complete they are waiting for an answer 

on grant funding, if received in a timely manner the project should be done this year.  Mr. 

Spizziri asked if sidewalks would be installed on both sides.  Mr. Lampmann explained that 

some of the properties have retaining walls that may impede sidewalks being installed.  He asked 

what would happen regarding driveways, would that be the owners’ expense or would it be 

worked into the project.  The engineer will address issues with existing driveways, such as 

grading, etc.  Regarding parking during roadwork, one side of the street should be available for 

parking.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way discussion was held at the workshop regarding the installation 

of a water line on Walnut Lane going to Kinnelon, he questioned if the water pressure will be 

sufficient due to road elevation.  Any homes in the area wanted to connect to the water system 

would become Butler Water customers, as part of the negotiations homes in the area have service 
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connections and laterals to the curb line for each of the homes.  Mr. Lampmann noted that 

Kinnelon is paying for the entire line extension and all work required for this project.  Mr. 

Norman would also like to know where the water line would be located Mr. Lampmann 

explained that the water line will run through Walnut Lane out to Kinnelon.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers the Board of Health met on February 27, there was one chronic case of 

Hepatitis C reported, six cases of influenza, inspections of eating establishments took place all 

six were satisfactory. The Health officer is also working towards getting a cleanup done at 61 

Boonton Avenue.  He noted that the vote on Senate Bill No. 2703, proposed legislation on 

recreational marijuana, may take place as early as March 25, 2019, he will keep watch on this 

along with the Health Officer.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric noted all electric personnel has successfully 

completed Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation training and defibrillator recertification training.  

Poles were set and transferred in Butler, Bloomingdale and Kinnelon.  Crews assisted 

Bloomingdale in moving a large standby generator to the municipal complex.  Riverdale and 

West Milford were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric 

accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints 

were handled in a timely fashion.  Regarding the Butler Museum, Saturday, March 16 was 

volunteer recruitment day one of the members of the museum held the event, four visitors 

expressed interest in volunteering.  Kathy Knowles-Bendel representing the Crossroads of 

American Revolution, Trenton, New Jersey was given a tour.  There will be ceremony honoring 

Roberta Hunt with the presentation of a plaque to be erected on the Museum for her 

contributions to the museum and as secretary to the President of the Pequanoc Soft Rubber mill.     

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Department of Public Works crews cleared the roads during 

the four winter storm events, pothole repair is ongoing, repairs have been completed on the 

fifteen-inch storm water pipe on Spring Street, trees roots had entered the pipe blocking a 

significant portion of the flow.  Repairs to the catch basins have begun and will continue.  Street 

sweeping will begin in late March and early April.  Repairs were completed on a water main 

break that occurred at the intersection of Carey Avenue and Robert Street on March 15, five 

customers were without water during the repair process.  Spring hydrant flushing is scheduled to 

begin the week of April 8; schedule will be posted on the Borough website.  A Sewer blockage 

occurred at one of the pumps in the Woodland Avenue pump station, resulting from an 

accumulation of rags.   

 

Councilman Fox noted that the road inspection will be done shortly, it is his hope that the road 

paving will begin shortly after the roads are determined.  
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Council President Verdonik the 2019 Budget will be introduced shortly, the budget for this 

year is $12,766,077.28, the increase comes out to approximately $26.00 per average house 

assessed at $253,856.00 the budget includes the capital improvement funds of $250,000 that will 

be used for road projects purchasing police and fire department equipment and a roof for 

Borough Hall.  The electric and water budgets upgrades will be continued on both systems.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2019 – $5,189,752.18     

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2019– $2,092,234.62  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-30 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

R 2019-30 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request from Butler Methodist Church for use of Butler Park for an Ecumenical Cross 

Walk on Friday, April 19, 2019 and Sunrise Easter Service on Sunday, April 21, 2019  

 

Ms. O’Keefe explained this is done yearly and we have had no problems, Chief Chimento signed 

off on this.  The Mayor and Borough Council approved the applications, they will be notified to 

submit proper insurance.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-1 An Ordinance Amending and Revising Chapter 160, “Noise” of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler 

Introduced: February 19, 2019 

Advertised: February 24, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked if this ordinance would be distributed to all businesses in 

Butler.  Mr. Lampmann explained that this ordinance would put the Borough in compliance with 

the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental regulations.   

 

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  
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2019-2 An Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Chapter 129 (“Garbage, Refuse and 

Recyclables”) of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler and Regulating 

the Hours for Waste Collection  

Introduced: March 5, 2019 

Advertised: March 10, 2019  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked what time can collection start? Mr. Lampmann noted that 

pick up couldn’t start prior to 7:00 a.m.  This ordinance will be forwarded to all businesses in 

Butler.   

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2019-3 Calendar Year 2019 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits 

Public Hearing: April 16, 2019  

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

2019-31 Introduction of the 2019 Municipal Budget  

Adoption will be held on April 16, 2019  

Moved: Verdonik      Second Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-32 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

 

* 2019-33 Resolution Authorizing Release of the Maintenance Surety Bond for Quick Chek, 

1268 Route 23  

* 2019-34 Resolution Authorizing Self Examination of the 2019 Municipal Budget  

* 2019-35 Transfer Resolution  
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* 2019-36 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the  

Electric Department  

* 2019-37 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer   

Department 

* 2019-38 Resolution Certifying That the Borough of Butler is in Compliance with the United 

States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s Enforcement Guidance on the 

Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title VII of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

Power Home Remodeling Canvasser, Solicitor applications  

I received a call late this afternoon that they would live to come in and address the Mayor and 

Council, they are to appear before the Council at the April 2, 2019 Workshop meeting.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way informed the Mayor and Council that more people are making 

left hand turns at the intersection of Route 23 and Kiel Avenue.  Mayor Alviene stated that he 

would like to be able to do something more about it, however, we do not have the labor to have 

someone there all day every day.  Regarding the proposed water line extension on Walnut Lane 

who would be responsible for repairs should a break occur?  Mr. Lampmann explained that they 

would be responsible for repairs.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik         Second: Fox   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:34 p.m. 
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Adopted: April 16, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: April 16, 2019  
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