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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Beverly Risden, 133 Hamburg Turnpike wanted to address the Mayor and Council on the 

upcoming roadwork on Hamburg Turnpike, she would like to know if the shoulder of the 

roadway will be paved this had not been done previously and she feels it may alleviate speeding 

problems. She inquired as to the status of the lowering the speed limit in that area, with the road 

being repaved it may make the speeding problem worse.  Additionally, she inquired about the 

status of the fire hydrant as she has heard several rumors about it.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the 

parts are on order and that the fire hydrant will be replaced, and may be relocated.  The shoulder 

may be paved; however, some property owners use the area in question for parking.  Mr. 

Lampmann along with the Borough Engineer will meet with Ms. Risden.  Regarding lowering 

the speed limit, Mr. Oostdyk will review and see if State approval is required.  Councilman 

Regis will contact Chief Chimento about increasing patrols in the area.  Ms. Risden also shared 

with Ms. Sammon that ammonia might also be used in a spray bottle.    

 

Debbie Sammon, 80 Summit Avenue is here this evening regarding issues she has been having 

with bears in her area overturning the garbage pails.  Apparently, bears are going through the 

garbage cans that are out for pickup.  Mr. Lampmann suggested that perhaps bear proof pails be 

used to help alleviate this issue.  Councilman Fox suggested that pouring bleach over the garbage 

would deter the bears from taking the garbage.  Mayor Alviene was not discounting the issue that 

she is experiencing however; there are steps that may be taken to keep the bears away from the 

garbage.  Ms. Sammon will try the suggestions received and share them with her neighbors.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik Finance was quiet this month.  Regarding Recreation, Butler Day 

will be on June 8; Stonybrook Open House is scheduled for June 15 and 16.  Spooky Stony will 

be in October, it is a fun and exciting event. The Economic Development Committee Concerts in 

the Park Series will be on June 28, July 26, and August 23.  Taste of the Boroughs will be on 

June 14 and there will be a Bed Race on October 20.    

 

Councilman Fox regarding streets and roads street sweeping is suspended, as the main hydraulic 

pump on the sweeper has failed.  The part is on order and should arrive in early June and the 

sweeper should be operational by mid-June.  Bloomingdale will provide street sweeping of the 

parade route prior to the Memorial Day Parade.  Pothole and berm repairs continue throughout 

the Borough.  A significant drainage repair was completed at the intersection of South Gifford 

Street and Hillside Avenue.  A new precast basin was installed, along with the replacement of 

several feet of broken drainage pipe. Hamburg Turnpike repaving drawings and specifications 

will be delivered to the Administrator and New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT).  

The turnaround for plan approval is approximately one week, paving will done by using the Co-

op, therefore we need to wait for Tilcon to do the paving so that Hamburg Turnpike can be 

completed, this also applies to Second Street, Third Street and Manning Avenue.  Based on the 

remaining funds other roads may be paved once the roads listed above are completed.  

Councilman Calvi asked if the exit ramp off Route 23 South onto Hamburg Turnpike would be 

paved.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the area in question is NJDOT property not Passaic 

County property.   

  

Councilman Regis Regarding the Fire Department noted that the new fire truck might be here 

earlier than expected in July.  Regarding the Police Department, there were eighteen motor 

vehicle accidents, 138 summons were issued, three driving while intoxicated arrests and 10 

arrests were made for a variety of offenses.  

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department noted that the Borough experienced no 

water main breaks or significant emergencies.  Spring hydrant flushing was completed earlier in 

the month.  On May 19, there were reports of discolored water, this was a result of fire 

department activity, and it was resolved quickly. The Borough will be conducting Lead and 

Copper sampling in early June, the Borough Water Utility is in full compliance with New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection regarding lead and copper in the water supply.  The bid 

for Northwestern Avenue was awarded to John Garcia Construction work should begin in June.  

On May 19, reports were received of discolored water, it was determined that Butler Fire 

Department activity was the cause.  Regarding sewer, a partial main blockage was discovered in 

an easement between Sanders Place and Cleary Avenue there was no disruption of service, it was 

cleared quickly by the Department of Public Works crews.  .    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric di-electric boom testing and preventative 

maintenance has been completed; all equipment passed and is certified for another year.  Butler 

Power and Light participated in the Little League parade at no cost to the Borough, a warm 

reception was received from the attendees who called out “You guys are the best.” Repairs, 
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replacements and new service hookups were completed where necessary.  All meters were read 

and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage 

calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.  Additionally, Butler Power and 

Light is one of thirteen utility companies in New Jersey, they have the lowest rates in the State.  

Regarding the Butler Museum, the plaque dedication ceremony for Roberta Hunt was held on 

May 4, 2019 with 22 people in attendance, 15 of those members of her family.  Roberta was a 

charter member of the Museum and was involved for many years.  LED lighting has been 

installed on eleven showcases in the Museum allowing for better viewing of the artifacts.  

Volunteers are needed for the day-to-day operations of the Museum; please call 973-838-7222 

for more information.     

 

Councilman Travers the Board of Health met on Wednesday, April 24, 2019 here is the report 

from the meeting a case of Lyme disease is under investigation; three cases of Hepatitis (2 

Hepatitis B and 1 Hepatitis C) were reported. Year to date 22 cases of influenza as of April 1, 

2019.  One area restaurant received a conditional certificate.  Immunization rates in the schools 

are as follows: Butler High School 100% compliant, Richard Butler has one student non-

compliant; Aaron Decker had two students provisionally compliant.  Councilman Travers 

attended the Music for Hope event at the Church of the Nazarene, Pastor Chuck Corradino 

invited local area bands to perform, the purpose is to address mental health issues as too many 

children have been lost to these issues during the last decade, this will increase awareness and 

outreach.  Skin Cancer screening June 20, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. please call the Butler Health Office 

for an appointment.  

 

Tax Collectors Report –April 2019 – $4,537,997.22  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – April 2019– $1,725,692.26  

 

Regarding the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee a bus trip was taken to Resorts World in the 

Catskills, it was a sell out and they had a waiting list.  Next meeting will be held on June 6, 2019.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-51 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2019-51 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Jen Sweet, Senate Majority Office and Resolution in Support of Path to 

Progress Recommendations made by the New Jersey Economic and Fiscal Policy 

Workgroup 

No action will be taken on this item.   
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-04 Appropriating $9,500 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Police Department 

from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Introduced: April 16, 2019 

Advertised: April 21, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox       Second : Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2019-05 Appropriating $165,000 for the Improvements to Buildings and Grounds from the 

General Capital - Capital Improvement Funds and the Electric Utility Capital 

Improvement Fund   

Introduced: April 16, 2019 

Advertised: April 21, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2019-06 Appropriating $20,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Fire Department 

from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: April 16, 2019 

Advertised: April 21, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox       Second : Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 
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2019-07 Appropriating $73,000 for the Purchase of a Utility Vehicle for the Department of 

Public Works from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: April 16, 2019 

Advertised: April 21, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox       Second : Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

2019-08 Appropriating $100,000 for the Improvements to Streets and Roads within the 

Borough of Butler from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: April 16, 2019 

Advertised: April 21, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2019-11 Ordinance Amending Chapter 191 of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler and Providing for Wastewater Charges and Fees 

Public Hearing: June 18, 2019   

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-52 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

* 2019-53 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department    

* 2019-54 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  
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* 2019-55 Resolution Authorizing Submission of an Application for Supplemental Funding for 

the Butler Municipal Alliance  

* 2019-56 Resolution Authorizing a Person-to-Person Transfer of Liquor License No. 1403-33-

007-004 (Peking House to Tommy Yam [Individually])  

* 2019-57 Resolution Certifying Review of the 2018 Audit  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Appointing Marc Piccirillo to the Butler Planning Board to fill the unexpired term of the Michael 

Grygus ending December 31, 2020  

 

The Mayor and Borough Council concurred on this appointment. The Borough Clerk 

administered the oath of office to Mr. Piccirillo.   

 

Application of Kristen Iattarelli to Join the Butler Fire Department Kiel Hook and Ladder. 

 

Ms. Iattarelli needs one additional medical test to be performed, once she receives approval from 

her doctor, she will be able to begin training.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:45 p.m. 

 

Adopted: July 16, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: July 16, 2019  
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