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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier and Councilman Douglas Travers   

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Regis and Council President Verdonik  

Moved: Travers       Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

Swearing in Ceremony for Butler Police Officer William Bock   

Mrs. Bock held the family Bible while Officer Bock took the oath of office.  The Mayor and 

Borough Council congratulated and welcomed Officer Bock on his appointment.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 16, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and May 7, 2019 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Travers      Second: Meier  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier and Travers    

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Fox 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Barbara Victor, 21 Myrtle Avenue is present this evening concerning the intersection of 

Myrtle Avenue and Belleview Avenue, earlier in the week a high school teenager was involved 

in a serious car accident at the intersection.  Ms. Victor’s husband has previously spoke on this at 

Council meetings.  She submitted some ideas to the Mayor and Council (Attachment A).  Chief 

Chimento is present this evening he provided statistical information noting that over a three year 

period there have been 660 accidents investigated throughout the Borough.  Of the 660 accidents 

5 occurred at Myrtle Avenue and Belleview Avenue, which equates to approximately 1.6 

accidents a year at that intersection.  He is not discounting what Ms. Victor is saying, however 

the statistics show that there are minimal events that occur at that location.  Of the five accidents 

that have occurred at that location one was weather related, one involved two senior citizens that 

may have played a role in the accident.  The three remaining accidents were all exclusively 

caused by driver inattention, someone running the stop sign.  He rarely opposes increased traffic 

safety; however, in this particular instance, three traffic studies were conducted and the 

conclusion reached in all of the studies that making it a four way stop sign it would be nearly 
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impossible for vehicles traveling down Belleview Avenue to come to a complete stop.  This 

would be the case especially in poor weather conditions, as was evidenced by the traffic report 

for one of the accidents. Regarding the other suggestions he is not opposed to maybe some 

grooves or additional lighting around the stop sign.  Ms. Victor suggested zebra stripes in the 

cross walk would provide increased notification.   

 

June Moffa, 76 High Street noted that she travels through that intersection regularly and she 

feels that it is hazardous and the mirror does not help with safety.  She feels that the area is just a 

bad accident waiting to happen.   

 

Mayor Alviene thanked everyone for their comments; he feels that something should be done in 

the area that may alleviate some of the issues.  Perhaps painting something in the intersection 

may solve some of the problem.  Chief Chimento wanted to thank the Department of Public 

Works for their help in keeping the foliage in the area trimmed so there is better visibility.   

 

Kami Ramautar, 75 Belleview Avenue she thinks the intersection is terrible, she also feels that 

speeding occurs on a regular basis.  She would like something done about the speeding.   

 

Angie Moses, 17 Cleary Avenue is the mother of one of the individuals involved in the car 

accident from last week.  She wanted to know if any studies have been done regarding the 

volume of the traffic at this location.  Can the signs be removed noting that this is the route for 

the business district as she feels that this has increased traffic in the area.  Chief Chimento 

explained that when the road was being constructed the Borough tried to fight this but to no 

avail.  She asked approximately how long it would take for the signs and additional safety 

precautions to be implemented.  Mr. Lampmann asked for direction on what exactly would be 

done; once that is determined, he will then have a better idea of the time it will take.   

 

Danielle Aranguren, 71 Belleview Avenue she noted that she is directly in the middle of the 

block between Pearl and Myrtle, she stated that she is home during the day and she hears people 

speeding all day long, and they are drivers of all ages.  She is happy that the Mayor and Council 

will be addressing this issue.   

 

Kellie Davidson, 16 Sanders Place is present this evening to ask the Mayor and Council if they 

would adopt a proclamation and raise the Pride flag for the month of June, as she is a strong 

supporter of the LGBTQ++community.  She feels that flying this flag will signal Butler as an all-

inclusive and accepting community.  Ms. Davidson brought up the Mayor and Borough Council 

voicing support in 2018 for a member of the State Legislation, Mayor Alviene stopped Ms. 

Davidson from commenting about this individual, as they were not present to defend themselves.   

 

 

Michael Moffa, 76 High Street is present this evening in support of Butler adopting the 

proclamation and flying the Pride Flag, he thinks that it would be sending such a positive 

message for human rights and civil liberties.  He feels those are the two key points that the 

movement is about and he feels this will go a long way.  
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Katie O’Neill, 72 Bartholdi Avenue her daughter would have attended but she is currently 

employed out of state for the summer.  She has witnessed change at Butler High School, when 

her daughter attended the school derogatory terms were common, it no longer occurs.  She feels 

that by flying the Pride flag and adopting the proclamation will show that Butler is accepting of 

all people.   

 

Zoey Heath, 3 Village Way, Vernon is present this evening in support of any proclamation or 

flying the Pride Flag, while she was in Vernon High School she started the first Gay-Straight 

Alliance, these are safe spaces for individuals who may be curious or who have not revealed 

themselves.  She has heard some terrible stories from individuals and would like all communities 

to be accepting of all people regardless of their sexual orientation.   

 

June Moffa, 76 High Street wanted to share something that occurred at Ridgewood High 

School, she feels that it is a great example a superstar on the Ridgewood High School track team 

came out to his teammates they embraced his decision and he was accepted by his teammates, 

coaches and friends.  She feels that flying the flag would be a gift to the community.   

 

Mayor Alviene polled the Borough Council about adopting the proclamation naming June as 

Pride month in the Borough of Butler.  The Borough Council unanimously agreed to adopt the 

proclamation. 

 

Mayor Alviene read the following proclamation into the record. 
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Mayor Alviene noted that perhaps a pole could be erected and should it happen it must be 

available for other months for other organizations so that all organizations would have the same 

rights.  He does not believe there should be any problems with that he does not believe that they 

will be able to do it for this month, perhaps it can done for future years.  He reiterated that the 

pole must be made available to other organizations so that the pole will be used all year round.  

Ms. Davidson presented the Pride flag to the Mayor and Council for future use.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Fox regarding streets and roads a walking tour of Hamburg Turnpike took place 

and it was marked out with Tilcon in preparation for paving, which is still 4 to 6 weeks out 

before it will be done. In addition, two sections of Maple Lake Road were marked out for 

repaving as the road is in poor shape.  Storm water catch basin repairs are ongoing, 

approximately 20 tons of asphalt has been used for various potholes, berms and utility patches 

and Hamburg Turnpike and Belleview Avenue.   

 

Councilman Travers will provide an update at the next meeting on infectious diseases.  Three 

area restaurants are in pre-occupancy inspection status, according to the health inspector it is 

going well.  Thursday, June 20 between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. the Borough of Butler will be having 

the free skin cancer screening, it is a great program.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility they are prepared as summer is approaching 

with adequate stock to deal with any heat related issues.  A request was received from Richard 

Butler School to speak about electricity and electrical safety, Jeff Ricker Electric Superintendent 

was able to order coloring books and sticker sheets, along with “Butler Power” erasers.  Mr. 

Ricker spoke on Electric safety and demonstrated the equipment that is used.  A considerable 

amount of time was spent in Kinnelon on a primary pole line in the Long Meadow swamp.  In 

Butler, crews provided power for the Butler Day celebration, removed materials and 

transformers from Butler Plaza prior to demolition of the buildings.  Repairs, replacements and 

new service hookups were completed where necessary.  West Milford and Riverdale were quiet 

for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential 

and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely 

fashion.  The Butler Museum is putting on Space Day on Saturday, July 20, 2019 the Museum 

will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department a water main break occurred during the 

early morning hours of June 11, at the intersection of Carey Avenue and Robert Street, repairs 

took approximately 12 hours. A second water main break occurred on South Gifford Street in the 

afternoon of June 13, 2019; approximately 21 customers were without water while repairs were 

completed over the course of 12 hours.  Northwestern Avenue water main replacement phase 1 
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project has begun as of June 17, 2019, the project should take several weeks to complete and 

routing customer service and mark outs were completed in a timely manner.  Reporting on the 

Sewer Department the new inspection camera has arrived and will be used as part of the new 

preventative maintenance program. The Sewer department experienced no emergencies since last 

report.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –May 2019 – $2,225,481.38  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – May 2019– $2,033,215.45  

 

Regarding the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee a bus trip was taken to Resorts World in the 

Catskills, it was a sell out and they had a waiting list.  Discussion has begun on the Senior Picnic.   

 

Motion to approve reports 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, and Travers    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-59 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Fox       Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, and Travers    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

R 2019-59 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letters from Peter Clave and Ken Vanderhoff notifying the Mayor and Council of their 

retirement effective January 1, 2020 

 

The Mayor and Council accepted the letters of resignation. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-11 Ordinance Amending Chapter 191 of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler and Providing for Wastewater Charges and Fees  

Introduced: May 21, 2019 

Advertised: June 5, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   
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Moved: Fox       Second : Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Travers  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2019-12 Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 143 (“Land Use”) of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: July 16, 2019   

Moved: Fox       Second : Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Travers  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

2019-13 Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of a Deed of Easement and Right of Way in 

Butler Borough Park for the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

Permanent Sewer Easement  

Public Hearing: July 16, 2019   

Moved: Fox       Second : Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Travers  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

2019-14 Ordinance Amending and Revising Chapter 33, “Butler Museum and Historical 

Committee,” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler and to Amend 

Membership Provisions  

Public Hearing: July 16, 2019   

Moved: Fox       Second : Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Travers  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-60 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier and Travers    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

* 2019-61 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department    
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* 2019-62 Resolution Authorizing Interlocal Service Agreement with the Butler Board of 

Education for Computer Technical Support  

* 2019-63 Resolution Renewing Alcoholic Beverage Licenses for the 2019-2020 License Term 

* 2019-64 Resolution Authorizing Signature by the Mayor on the Green Acres Release and 

Compensation Agreement for the Park Place Diversion (Block 30, Lot 14)  

* 2019-65 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of Membership in the Morris County Joint Insurance 

Fund  

* 2019-66 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the State of New Jersey Commissioner 

of Transportation and the Borough of Butler (Water) for the Design and Construction of Route 

23, Over the Pequannock River/Hamburg Turnpike, Kinnelon Borough and West Milford 

Township Morris County and Passaic County 

* 2019-67 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the State of New Jersey Commissioner 

of Transportation and the Borough of Butler (Sewer) for the Design and Construction of Route 

23, Over the Pequannock River/Hamburg Turnpike, Kinnelon Borough and West Milford 

Township Morris County and Passaic County 

* 2019-68 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the State of New Jersey Commissioner 

of Transportation and the Borough of Butler (Electric) for the Design and Construction of 

Route 23, Over the Pequannock River/Hamburg Turnpike, Kinnelon Borough and West 

Milford Township Morris County and Passaic County 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to inform the Mayor and Borough Council that the application date for 

Transportation Trust Fund grants has been moved up, some of the projects suggested were South 

Gifford Street, Maple Lake Road, he noted that municipalities have a greater chance of approval 

when using a road that connects to a state highway or a county highway. Maple Lake Road will 

be more heavily traveled when the work scheduled for Route 23 begins.  Mr. Lampmann noted 

that Maple Lake Road is in bad shape and he feels that the chances are better for approval 

because of the state of the road and location.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers 

All in favor.   
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Calvi   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 8:27 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 20, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 20, 2019  
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