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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

May 21, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and June 3, 2019 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox      Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Thomas Lightbody, 8 William Street explained that there is a situation with the house adjacent 

to his, the property had been abandoned and in disrepair, renovations are being done to the 

property, he has spoken with Bill Budesheim regarding the overgrowth of the yard, recently the 

lawn was mowed however, not the entire yard.  There is a section of the property that was not 

mowed, as there seems to be some confusion on the part of the property owner as to who owns 

that property.  The area in question is approximately a 4’ by 25’ area, which is never cut; when 

Mr. Lightbody was leaving to come to the meeting, the area in question was being cut.  Mr. 

Lampmann will look into this to alleviate the issue.   

 

Frank Spizziri, 37 Third Street is present this evening regarding the paving of Third Street, he 

would like to know what the time frame is for paving.  Mr. Lampmann gave an estimate of mid 

to late August for the work to begin.  A letter will be sent to the residents in that area to let them 

know the schedule.   

 

Katie O’Neill, 72 Bartholdi Avenue she expressed concern regarding the return of the Pride 

Flag, she noted that they did not ask for a flagpole, they were told the Pride Flag would fly next 

June in the Borough of Butler.  Mayor Alviene explained that at the Council Workshop Meeting 

on July 2, 2019 the item was listed on the Agenda, at that meeting the item was brought to a 

vote, the entire Council was polled at that meeting and they had concerns regarding the flagpole 

and flying of various.  One of the main concerns is that you may not be able to limit what flags 

are flown and this has the potential to create problems in the community.  Ms. O’Neill stated that 

the Library of Congress is an agency of the legislative branch of the United States Government 

they deal with many facets of governmental duties, such as patents, etc.  She noted that the 
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Library of Congress flies specific flags; she feels that we should follow what the Library of 

Congress does.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that is one way to look at this, however, we must do 

research to see if that can legally stand.  Mayor Alviene reiterated that there are concerns about 

the various groups that can apply and they may be offensive to some residents.  Council 

President Verdonik noted that if a group requests to fly their flag and people find it offensive we 

may not be able to deny the request.  Councilman Regis stated that he has concerns regarding 

what groups may approach the Borough regarding flying their flags.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that 

this issue needs to be researched to avoid any legal actions that may occur because of flag 

requests.  Councilman Travers concurred with Mr. Oostdyk.   

 

Kim (Colin) England, 398 Cambridge Drive first time attending a municipal event ever, is 

very much in favor of the flying of the Pride Flag and does understand that hate groups may 

approach the Borough.  There are organizations that maintain lists that monitor hate groups and 

could be contacted for those lists.  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way has two questions regarding the construction signs and mark 

outs on Route 23.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough has not received any notification 

regarding the starting of construction.  This is in preparation for paving of Route 23 they are also 

doing basin work.  At the last Council Workshop meeting, he mentioned a drain on lower Main 

Street, Mr. Lampmann inspected the drain and the depression is not as great as was reported 

however, PSE & G has been contacted, as this is a gas test box, they will be coming out to reset 

the box.  Mr. Lampmann believes that once the test box is reset the depression should be gone.   

 

Julia O’Neill, 72 Bartholdi Avenue will not be able to attend the September 3, meeting so she 

would like to express her views on the flying of the Pride Flag she feels that Butler has become a 

lot more accepting since she graduated from Butler High School in 2016.  She feels that it would 

be more positive than harmful; the world is changing and everyone has to change with it.  Mayor 

Alviene explained that there are some issues that need to be addressed but feels that it was a very 

productive meeting.  .   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik Finance is tracking very well to this point in the year, 2020 budget 

preparation will begin in the fall, and the Police Union has submitted a written request regarding 

contract negotiations.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding streets and roads the street sweeper has been repaired so street 

sweeping has resumed.  The far end of Carey Avenue has been resurfaced, and regraded to 

improve the drainage.  Catch basin and drainage repairs are ongoing on Hamburg Turnpike, in 

preparation for paving.  Approval has been received from the Railroad to pave Hamburg 
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Turnpike right to the tracks; we are awaiting the receipt of signed paperwork from the Railroad.  

Paving should begin sometime in August.    

 

Councilman Regis the Fire Department will be doing a final inspection of the new ladder truck 

on July 24 and 25.  The vehicle should be delivered to the Borough the week of August 5; the old 

ladder truck was sold to a Fire Department in Pennsylvania and the old SCBA filling station to a 

fire company in Tennessee.  On the Police side, there were 33 motor vehicle accidents, 158 

summons were issued for the month, 2 driving under the influence, and 9 arrests were made.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department the Northwestern Avenue water main 

project is in the final stages, acceptance training, activation of the new water main and transfer of 

water services, should be completed within the next two weeks.  Routine water testing for lead 

and copper is complete; the Butler Water system is in full compliance with the New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection regulations.  Participating customers will receive 

notification of the results later.  A water leak on East Belleview Avenue was repaired on June 28; 

one household was affected by the leak.  Meter readings have been completed routine mark outs 

and customer service calls were completed as needed.  One sewer backup occurred on July 10 

and it was an issue with the customer owned lateral.  

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility bids were obtained to replace a 34.5 kV 

breaker at the Main Street substation, this became necessary when the first breaker failed during 

testing and the manufacturer no longer supports the existing breakers.   Both breakers will now 

be mirror images of each other and are manufactured by Siemens.  Tree trimming continues in 

Kinnelon and Butler; a pole was replaced on Ridge Road Terrace, Kinnelon after a garbage truck 

ran into it.   Repairs, replacements and new service hookups were completed where necessary.  

West Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, 

delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage calls and 

customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.  The Butler Museum is putting on Space 

Day on Saturday, July 20, 2019 the Museum will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Many 

artifacts will be on display, photographs from Astronaut Bill Pailes will be on display, he flew on 

the Atlantis mission.   

 

Councilman Travers the Butler Health department met on June 26, details will be provided 

after the September meeting.  Five area inspections were held of local eating establishments, on 

June 14 Stonybrook had a satisfactory report.  Butler Library will be hosting a series of 

workshops on July 17, 24, 31 and August 7, the workshop is called Stress Less for Teens. If you 

know of someone struggling with addiction Pastor Chuck Corradino of the Church of the 

Nazarene has a group operating out of the Church called Teen Challenge, they deal with all kinds 

of addiction issues.  For more information, please see Councilman Travers 

 

Tax Collectors Report –June 2019 – $305,037.52  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2019– $1,384,454.96  
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Regarding the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee a bus trip was taken to Resorts World in the 

Catskills, it was a sell out and they had a waiting list.  The Senior Picnic will be held on August 

7, 2019 at Silas Condict Park, details are in the lobby of Borough Hall.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-71 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2019-71 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders Urging Support of Assembly 

Bill A-5242 Which Provides Financing for a Study RSVP-3 as a Model to Curtail and 

Prevent Violence in Schools Prior to its Occurrence  

 

The Mayor and Council asked that a resolution be prepared for the August 20 Regular Council 

Meeting.   

 

Letter from Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution No. 47 Urging 

Support for Resolution ACR235 Proposing a Constitutional Amendment Allowing the Use 

of Public Funds for the Historic Preservation of Religious Institutions as Part of a Historic 

Preservation Program 

 

No action to be taken at this time. 

 

Letter from Butler Police Association Requesting Contract Negotiation Meeting be 

Scheduled  

 

Mr. Lampmann requested members for a negotiating committee, these are the members: 

Council President Verdonik, Councilman Calvi, Councilman Meier 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-12 Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 143 (“Land Use”) of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler 

Introduced: June 18, 2019 

Advertised: June 29, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   
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Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2019-13 Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of a Deed of Easement and Right of Way in 

Butler Borough Park for the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

Permanent Sewer Easement  

Introduced: June 18, 2019 

Advertised: June 29, 2019  

 

Mr. Oostdyk explained that he received notification from Attorneys for the Pequannock River 

Basin Regional Sewerage Authority regarding the deed that was sent to State of New Jersey they 

requested changes to the deed, therefore the Attorney requested that this ordinance be voted 

down and a new ordinance be introduced with the suggested revisions.   

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

 

 

Moved: Fox       Second : Verdonik 

Voted Aye: None 

Voted Nay: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

 

The ordinance failed.   

 

2019-14 Ordinance Amending and Revising Chapter 33, “Butler Museum and Historical 

Committee,” of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler and to Amend 

Membership Provisions 

Introduced: June 18, 2019 

Advertised: June 29, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Seeing no one come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

move the ordinance.   

 

Moved: Fox       Second : Travers  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 
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2019-15 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Construction or Reconstruction of Sidewalks in 

and Along Third Street, Manning Avenue, Main Street and Short Street and 

Appropriating $125,000 Therefore and Directing a Special Assessment of and Authorizing 

Issuance of $119,000 Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Financing the Same 

Introduced: July 2, 2019 

Advertised: July 5, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Diane Vatchev, 33 Third Street wanted to know if an inspection can be done as her driveway 

was just recently repaved and she extended the paving out to the street.  Mr. Lampmann will 

arrange a meeting with the engineer and Ms. Vatchev.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting 

and move the ordinance.   

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that he received questions as to how the determination was made 

regarding who gets the sidewalks.  He will be sending out a letter detailing the process.  He also 

received questions as to why the whole neighborhood is not receiving sidewalks; the existing 

procedure is that sidewalks are replaced where they previously existed.  

 

Moved: Fox       Second : Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2019-16 Ordinance Authorizing the Execution of an Amended Deed of Easement in Butler 

Borough Park for the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority Permanent 

Sewer Easement  

Public Hearing: August 20, 2019   

Moved: Fox       Second : Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-72 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2019-73 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement for the Sale of Sewer Capacity Between the 

Borough of Butler and Paige Land Development Corporation      

* 2019-74 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Agreement for the Sale of Sewer Capacity 

Between the Boroughs of Butler and Riverdale  

* 2019-75 Resolution Authorizing Release of a Performance Bond for Quick Chek, 1441 Route 

23 South 

* 2019-76 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of a Lease with Tri-Boro Animal Welfare Inc., for 

the Animal Shelter located in the Public Works Building on Belleview Avenue   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Request from American Recycling Resources for the Placement of Clothing Bins at 57 

Bartholdi Avenue “St. Anthony’s School” Parking Lot Area 

 

Katie O’Neill, 72 Bartholdi Avenue inquired as to who makes money from the bins, Saint 

Anthony’s would receive a monthly fee for the bins.   

 

The Mayor and Council reviewed the application the Council approved the application, however, 

they want the bins placed in the rear of the parking lot  

 

Request from OGS Recycling for the Placement of Clothing Bins at Lowes Home 

Improvement Center, 1210 State Route 23 Parking Lot Area 

 

The Mayor and Council denied the application, as they feel there are sufficient clothing donation 

bins in the Borough.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way inquired about Ordinance No’s. 2019-13 and 2019-16, he 

wanted to know if this was the same ordinance.  Mr. Lampmann explained that there were some 

changes that were made, which necessitated 2019-13 not being adopted and the introduction of 

2019-16.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:45 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 20, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 20, 2019  
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