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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

June 18 and July 16, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and July 2, 2019 Council Workshop 

Meeting 

Moved: Fox      Second: Meier  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked if there are any funds left over to pave additional roads.  

Councilman Fox noted that at this time, he could not answer as numerous roads are being paved 

and there may be cost overruns that will determine if any funding is available for additional 

roads.  Mr. Norman noted that South Gifford Street is in terrible shape; Mr. Lampmann 

explained that this road requires more than just paving, as there are sidewalks that would need to 

be replaced.  Mr. Norman asked the Mayor what is the status of property maintenance, as he 

recalls that it was said that the Borough does not have many options available.  Mr. Lampmann 

explained that there is an Attorney General directive that says you cannot enforce Property 

Maintenance.  The Mayor explained that the Borough is currently looking for other alternatives 

that may be used.  Mr. Norman had one more question regarding the easement that is on for 

adoption this evening.  Mr. Lampmann explained that this allows the Pequannock River Basin 

Regional Sewerage Authority (PRBRSA) the ability for them to run a sewer main that comes 

down Park Place, allowing for greater capacity.  The purpose of the easement is to allow for the 

ease of maintenance on the line, and grants them the right to perform any maintenance that may 

be needed on the line.  The bid has not yet been awarded, any work being done will begin after 

the 9/11 ceremony.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Health Department does not meet during the summer 

month, the next meeting is at the end of September and he will be able to provide a report at that 

time.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility they again provided assistance and had a 

bucket truck on display at National Night Out.  The utility has weathered the summer very well 

with few equipment failures due to the heat.  Tree trimming continues in Butler.  Repairs, 

replacements and new service hookups were completed where necessary.  West Milford and 

Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric 

accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints 

were handled in a timely fashion.  The Butler Museum presented Space Day on Saturday, July 

20, 2019, which was in celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing.  

Sixty-eight visitors attended, from as far away as Flemington to the south and Newton to the 

north.  A free raffle drawing was held on the Saturn 5 model rocket, the winner was from 

Bloomingdale.  The Museum’s new trifold brochures are available at the Museum and Borough 

Hall, replacing the twenty-year-old version, the brochure is updated with additional information 

was added where necessary.  The museum is open on the first and third Saturdays, from 10:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m., it will be open again on Saturday, September 7, 2019.  Volunteers are 

welcome please contact 973-838-7222.  Hometown News printed an article regarding the Butler 

Museum and Kinney Hose Truck in the current issue.  

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department the Northwestern Avenue water main 

project was completed in late July, all testing is complete and all services have been transferred 

to the new water main.  A water main break was repaired on Route 23 South in front of Butler 

Ridge apartments.  Meter readings have been completed routine mark outs and customer service 

calls were completed as needed.  Video inspection of sanitary sewer mains in under way, prior to  

planned paving projects to insure all underground infrastructure is in sound condition, no sewer 

backups occurred nor pump station emergencies since the last report.   

 

Councilman Regis regarding the Police department report was within the usual amounts, 

training is ongoing for all officers.  On another note, Chief Chimento is president of the Morris 

County Police Chief’s Association.  The new Fire Truck for the Butler Fire Department is 

complete, final testing and inspections are ongoing prior to delivery of the vehicle to the 

Borough.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding streets and roads the Borough is in the process of scheduling paving 

work for Hamburg Turnpike, portions of Maple Lake Road, portions of Belleview, curb and 

paving work is anticipated to begin this fall on Manning Avenue, Second and Third Street. The 

Borough received correspondence from Tilcon stating that they want to mill from Tuesday 

September 10 through Thursday September 12, with paving to be done on September 16.  That 

will work for Hamburg Turnpike but will not work on Belleview adjacent to the schools.  

Discussions will be held with Tilcon to adjust the schedule with school being open.  Storm water 

catch basin repair continues on an ongoing basis over 90 repairs have been completed this year 
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representing almost 10% of the system.  Installation of the larger stop signs at the intersection of 

Belleview and Myrtle Avenue is complete this may improve visibility and driver awareness.   

 

Council President Verdonik Finance is trending very well.  The last Economic Development 

Committee concert will be held this Friday, August 23, 2019, it has been very successful, he 

hopes that there will be large turnout for this concert. The Bed race is scheduled for October, one 

has not been held in Butler for many years, if successful perhaps it can be done yearly.  

Recreation is beginning preparations for Spooky Stony, which takes place at the end of October, 

just prior to Halloween; it is a fun event for families.  

 

Tax Collectors Report –July 2019 – $1,075,504.84  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – July 2019– $2,279,817.81  

 

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee picnic was held on August 7, there was a good turnout and 

the weather held out for the picnic.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-80 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2019-80 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2019-16 Ordinance Authorizing Execution of a Deed of Easement in Butler Borough Park 

for the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority for a Permanent Sewer 

Easement  

Introduced: July 16, 2019 

Advertised: July 21, 2019  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up to the public on this ordinance only.  

 

Bob Norman, 3 Cascade Way wanted to know where the sewage comes from Council President 

Verdonik explained that the sewage comes from Butler and Kinnelon it meets at the lines on Kiel 

Avenue; this is the trunk line, which picks up Bloomingdale and Riverdale and continues onto 

Lincoln Park to the Two Bridges Sewerage Authority.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward, a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting 

and move the ordinance.   

 

Moved: Fox       Second : Regis 
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Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-81 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by:       Second:  

Voted Aye:  

Voted Nay:  

* 2019-82 Resolution in Support of Locating a Medical Marijuana Dispensary in Butler      

* 2019-83 Resolution in Support of the Passage of New Jersey A-5242 as a Way to Finance, 

Study and Forward RSVP-3 as a Model to Curtail and Prevent Violence in Schools Before Any 

Violent Incidents Occur  

 

Mayor Alviene spoke on 2019-82 Resolution in Support of Locating a Medical Marijuana 

Dispensary in Butler, he feels that we should not jump into this as previously the Council would 

take more time to research an item prior to adopting a resolution in support.  

 

At the request of the Council, 2019-82 was removed from the consent agenda and a separate vote 

was taken. 

2019-82 Resolution in Support of Locating a Medical Marijuana Dispensary in Butler 

Motion by: Fox      Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: Calvi and Travers 

2019-82 adopted. 

 

2019-83 Resolution in Support of the Passage of New Jersey A-5242 as a Way to Finance, 

Study and Forward RSVP-3 as a Model to Curtail and Prevent Violence in Schools before 

Any Violent Incidents Occur 

Motion by: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

2019-83 adopted. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       AUGUST 20, 2019 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        5 

 

 

Glenda Dean, 25 Carey Avenue wanted to know what is going to be done to prevent violence 

in schools from happening.  Mayor Alviene explained that there would be some programs 

developed and other existing programs that would be implemented in schools, these programs 

monitor behavior and look for markers that may be a precursor to a violent act.  The purpose of 

this resolution will be to get funding for these programs.  Ms. Dean also has a question regarding 

the possible location for the medical marijuana dispensary, Councilman Fox explained that while 

we approved the siting in Butler it is ultimately up to the dispensary to choose their location.  

This resolution only allows placement in Butler.    

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had a question for Councilman 

Fox regarding what part of Hamburg Turnpike will be paved.  Councilman Fox noted that the 

paving would be for the entire length of roadway in Butler and a small portion of Maple Lake 

Road that is in particularly bad shape.  He also asked about some drains that are located on 

Decker Road near Route 23, that are in the middle of the road, is there any chance that they will 

be moved, or changed or fixed.  Councilman Fox explained that they would be lifted to alleviate 

the big bump in the road.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox         Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:28 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 17, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: September 17, 2019  
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