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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September, 17, 2019 Regular Council Meeting, September 3 and October 1, 2019 Council 

Workshop Meeting and September 17, 2019 Closed Session  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Calvi – October 1, 2019 Council Workshop Meeting; Fox – September 17, 2019 

Council Regular Meeting and Closed Session  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Lee McNulty, 10 Summit Avenue, Cheryl Sorg, 25 Summit Avenue, Richard Sorg 25 

Summit Avenue, Anne Arnesen, 18 Summit Avenue, Edward S. Strauss, 24 Summit 

Avenue  

The above named residents are here this evening to inform the Mayor and Borough Council of a 

problem they are having with the continuous non-stop barking of multiple dogs.  Mr. McNulty 

has spoken to numerous Borough employees regarding this problem, the neighbors at 23 Summit 

Avenue having multiple dogs.  Additionally, he has seen advertisements on the internet for a 

kennel and a doggy day care at this location.  He has seen people coming and going with dogs 

and then leaving without dogs. Multiple structures have been erected on the property to house 

these dogs; they have already spoken with Mr. Budesheim regarding these structures.  The week 

of October 7 another structure to house the dogs was delivered to this location.  Mr. McNulty 

and Ms. Sorg have spoken with Bill Budesheim, Zoning Officer regarding this situation; they 

have sent pictures regarding this issue.  Mr. McNulty explained that the majority of the residents 

have dogs, this is the only home where there are problems regarding the constant barking.  Mr. 

Strauss is a fifteen year resident, he is unable to use his porch due to the constant barking, he 

feels that this is taking too long to be addressed.  “Rich” the owner of the dogs has a truck that 

has a Georgia license plate; he has been staying at the home for approximately fourteen years.  

Mayor Alviene stated that something would be done regarding this situation; this is not 

something that will be forgotten.  Mr. Oostdyk stated that this might not require testimony in 

court for the residents.   
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Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Council President Verdonik made a motion to close 

this public portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik Finance is trending very well for the year.  Contract negotiations 

have begun with the Blue Collar workers and the Butler Police.  The Economic Development 

Committee will hold the Bed Race on October 20, 2019, it will be held in the area from Manning 

Avenue to Park Place.  Butler Recreation is sponsoring Spooky Stony on October 26, 2019, prior 

to Spooky Stony Trunk or Treat will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. with Spooky Stony 

beginning immediately afterwards..    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads work continues on Second Street, Third Street and 

Manning Avenue at a good pace, the concrete work should be complete by the middle of the 

week of October 20, after that clean up, with a projected completion date of October 25, 2019 for 

that portion of the project.  The milling and paving of the road will occur on November 7 and 8 

according to Tilcon.  Belleview Avenue works begins by the end of the week of October 14, 

2019, milling and paving will be done on November 7 and 8.  The Hamburg Turnpike project is 

complete it has turned out well.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department, there were 22 Motor Vehicle Accidents, 

214 summons issued, 2 driving while intoxicated and 17 arrests were made in September.  

Regarding the Butler Fire Department responded to 136 calls, Tower 343 has been outfitted with 

its radios and firefighting equipment, training continues on the new tower.  The Annual 

Halloween party will be held at the Butler Fire House on October 31, it is a fun day for all.    

 

Councilman Calvi does not have a complete report but he is unaware of any major issues 

occurring.  Additionally fall fire hydrant flushing has begun; the schedule is available on the 

Borough of Butler website.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility noted all personnel attended a service 

demonstration for the new digger truck, as required by OSHA and the manufacturer.  Updated 

Borough Identification cards were issued to all Electric employees.  The Borough Administrator 

and the Electric Supervisor attended a meeting with American Electrical Testing regarding the 

mandatory arc flash study; this will help with the PPE worn by Electric Utility personnel 

determining that it is adequate and suitable for the job at hand.  Repairs, replacements and new 

service hookups were completed where necessary.  West Milford and Riverdale were quiet for 

the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and 

commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely 

fashion.   
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Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Board of Health, met on September 25, 2019 

conditional certificates were issued for two area eating establishments; no immediate reports of 

children not immunized in areas schools; discussion was held regarding Triple E Eastern Equine 

Encephalitis this is a mosquito borne disease transfer of the disease is similar to the West Nile 

virus.  Serious complications can arise from the disease.  He informed the Board of Health of the 

passage of 2019-82 allowing the locating of a Medical Marijuana Dispensary within the 

Borough.  He will be checking for any updates from the Board of Health at the October 23, 2019 

meeting.  The Flu Clinic will be held after the vaccine is received, a date will scheduled as soon 

as the vaccine is received.     

 

Tax Collectors Report –September 2019 – $237,249.96  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2019– $2,393,572.84 

 

The Senior Citizen Advisory Committee the Senior Holiday dinner will be held on Saturday, 

November 9, 2019 at the Butler Fire House, tickets go on sale on Monday, October 28, 2019.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-95 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

R 2019-95 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request to Decorate Butler Park for the Annual “Pink Out” by the Butler High School DECA 

Chapter  

 

Mayor Alviene expressed concern that no complaints will be received regarding these 

decorations.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that there should be no problem with this request as this is 

for a specific use and other organizations use the park throughout the year.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2019-17 Amending and Revising Chapter 225, “Vehicles and Traffic” of the Revised 

General Ordinances and Amending the Speed Limit on the Paterson-Hamburg Turnpike  

Public Hearing: November 12, 2019  

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-96 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Regis      Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay:  

 

* 2019-97 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

* 2019-98 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Discussion of the Best Practices Work Sheet 

Mr. Lampmann explained that we have met our requirements for full state aid.  Council 

President Verdonik broke it down that is similar to a scorecard and we have always received our 

full state aid.   

 

Applications to Join the Butler Fire Department from Joshua A. Waer Kinney Hose and 

Delphino Rocha Pequannock Engine and Hose 

Ms. O’Keefe explained that there are some signatures are needed the applications are approved 

pending receipt of signatures.    

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had a question regarding grinding bumps in the pavement on 

roads, many years ago he saw this being done in upstate New York, he asked if this could be 

done here to save on having to pave roads as frequently.  Mr. Lampmann noted that this is a 

good idea; however, highways have a much thicker layer of asphalt then municipal roads.  Mr. 

Norman feels that that is something that should researched.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

R 2019-99 Negotiations – Blue Collar Workers, Butler Police Department and Tax Assessor 

Replacement  

Council President Verdonik made a motion to go into closed session  

Motion to go into Closed Session: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis  

All in favor. 
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Motion to return to Open Session: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Travers  

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:23 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: November 12, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 12, 2019  
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