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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer 

C. Woods, from the office of the Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absences of Councilman Calvi and Councilman Regis 

Moved: Meier       Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

October 15, 2019 Closed Session, November 12, 2019 Regular Meeting and December 3, 2019 

Council Workshop Meeting   

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik  

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know if the Mayor’s photos in Council Chambers 

could have names attached to them.  Mr. Lampmann explained that we may not have the correct 

spelling, but it is being addressed.     

 

Motion to close this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik to date regarding finance it has been a very good year, finance is 

on track as projected. There will be some transfer resolutions up for adoption this evening.  

Regarding the Recreation Commission, he wanted to express his thanks for the hard work on all 

the successful events held this year.   Additionally, he wanted to express his thanks to the 

Economic Development Committee for their events this year, he is looking forward to all the 

events scheduled for 2020.  Mr. Lampmann wanted to notify the Mayor and Council and those 

present that a portion of Butler Park may be inaccessible due to the construction that is scheduled 

for the area near the 9/11 Monument.   
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Councilman Fox reporting on Roads Mr. Lampmann applied for and received funding of 

$345,000 for road repavement of Maple Lake Road.  Two snow and ice events were handled 

admirably.  Department of Public Works crews are in the process of completing sign 

replacement on Hamburg Turnpike.  

 

Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Board of Health, met on December 4, 2019. All the 

retail food inspections were satisfactory; there are ongoing follow up visits to two sites 228 Main 

Street and 216 Main Street.  The Health department has been monitoring the situation at both 

locations and a summons has been issued to 228 Main Street and a notice of violation to 216 

Main Street.  Councilman Travers reviewed illness statistics noting that cases of Lyme disease 

decreased however; there has been an increase in cases of Influenza.  He spoke with the 

Governor’s Commissioner on Health regarding municipal concerns with the push for legalization 

of recreational marijuana.  On behalf of the Board of Health he wanted to thank Linda Remmert 

for her years of service, he also wanted to thank Jim Lampmann for finding a great replacement 

for Linda.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility tree trimming is ongoing, holiday 

decorations have been installed throughout the Borough, new decorations have been added and 

all lights are energy efficient LED’s.  The new digger derrick truck was returned to the 

manufacturer, Altec along with a list of problems, and they were informed not to return the truck 

until all issues have been dealt with.  The truck is now back in service with a close watch being 

kept on its performance.  Repairs, replacements and new service hookups were completed where 

necessary.  West Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters were read and 

recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial were handled, outage 

calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.   

 

Mayor Alviene was recently informed of a bill called the New Jersey Insurance Fair Conduct Act 

that is pending before the legislature which if passed may increase insurance costs for every 

insured person in New Jersey by approximately $200.00 to $400.00 yearly.  This bill would 

allow potential litigants to sue for a denial of a claim or an unreasonable delay.  The Mayor 

requested that a resolution be prepared against the passage of this claim.  Mayor Alviene has 

already reached out to Butler’s local state representatives.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –November 2019 – $4,562,000.15  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – November 2019– $1,896,160.42  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-110 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis 

R 2019-110 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs regarding donations of toiletries, etc. from 

the Senior Holiday Dinner to Veterans at the Veteran’s Affairs Campus at Lyons  

 

Ms. O’Keefe explained that when the attendees signed up for the Holiday Dinner they were 

given a list of items to donate as the event was so close to Veteran’s Day.   

 

Thank You note from Kinnelon Girl Scout Troop 95064 to Butler Electric for their hard work 

during the recent storm  

 

A letter was given to the Mayor and Council that the Troop provided; they also gave treats to the 

Electric Utility workers.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-111 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Verdonik   

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Regis 

 

* 2019-112 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2019-113 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department 

* 2019-114 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

* 2019-115 Resolution Approving and Authorizing Signature on the Blue Collar Workman’s 

Association Contract  

* 2019-116 Canceling Appropriations 

* 2019-117 Transfer Resolution 

* 2019-118 Salary Resolution 

* 2019-119 2020 Towing Licenses 

* 2019-120 Resolution Authorizing Approval of and Consent to the Filing of the Community 

Development Block Grant Application for the South Gifford Street and Hillside Avenue Basins 

* 2019-121 Resolution Authorizing the Renewal of a Contract with Insurance Design 

Administrators for the Administration of the Dental Insurance Program  
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Councilman Travers questioned 2020 Towing Licenses one of the towers has had issues with 

adhering to the contract, they will be informed that they must adhere to the contract.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 
 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:16 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: February 18, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: February 18, 2020   
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