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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Presentation of Plaques to Kathleen Fairlamb and Hazel Whitty for their years of service 

to the Community. 

 

Mayor Alviene acknowledged that Kathleen Fairlamb has been an asset to the Borough at the 

Morris County Nutrition Site for 37 years.  Ms. Fairlamb thanked the Mayor and Borough 

Council along with Fire Chief Finelli, she also thanked Mr. Lampmann for all the help that he 

has provided for her to operate the program for seniors.   

 

Mayor Alviene read the proclamation for Hazel Whitty noting that she has been a member of the 

Butler Board of Health for 40 years; he noted that she was a good fit for the position of secretary 

of the Board of Health she has a wealth of knowledge and helps new members on the board.  

Mrs. Whitty wanted to thank the Mayor and Borough Council and explained that she took the 

position at the suggestion of her mother to do the job for just a couple of months until a 

replacement could be found.   

 

Proclamation in Support of the 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage  

Ms. O’Keefe read the proclamation aloud and presented a copy to former Councilperson Judith 

Woop.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

December 17, 2019 Regular Council Meeting, January 7, 2020 Reorganization meeting and 

January 7, 2020 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 
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Alan Huber, 14 Second Street He wanted to inform the Mayor and Council that the section in 

front of his driveway that was recently paved is terrible.  He has numerous problems with the 

paving.  Mr. Lampmann requested that Mr. Huber provide him with his phone number, he will 

arrange a meeting with the Borough Engineer.   

 

Jeff Bayles, 6 Third Street has issues with the paving job, his sidewalk goes back to his house, 

and he thought that there would only be one slab removed from his sidewalk, when he returned 

home three of his sidewalk slabs were broken, he spoke to the contractor and the fourth slab was 

missing a big chunk out of the corner.  He hoped to speak with the contractor the next day, but 

when he wanted to speak with the contractor the following day, the cement had already been 

poured.  Mr. Lampmann will contact the Borough Engineer and have him inspect the area.  Mr. 

Bayles asked if property were notified prior to the work being done, Mr. Lampmann explained 

that people who had sidewalks in front of their property were notified prior to the work, if you 

did not have sidewalks, you were not notified.   

 

Motion to close this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Board of Health does not have the January data, 

however, 2019 year to date four cases of Lyme disease, a total of 23 cases of influenza.  He has 

asked the Health Officer for a year-to-year comparison, as they seem to be similar for both years.  

The Coronavirus is very much on everyone’s mind.  He wanted to congratulate Hazel Whitty on 

her retirement and years of service.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility tree trimming continues as weather permits, 

the crews responded to 254 after hour calls, the quarterly safety meeting was held with all 

department heads in attendance.  In January, two long time employees retired, Ken Vanderhoff 

and Pete Clave.  Tree trimming is ongoing, repairs, replacements and new service hookups were 

completed where necessary.  West Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters 

were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial were 

handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.  He noted that if 

you have not visited the Museum go see it, the operating hours are the first and third Saturdays 

of the month.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water department quarterly meter readings are complete, 

along with routine maintenance and customer service calls.  Routine maintenance of the Decker 

Road pressure station was completed.  The pressure-reducing valve at the Cascade Pressure 

reducing station was found to be malfunctioning and was taken out of service, repairs to the 

valve should be completed by February 21, 2020, the parts are on order and the Borough is 

awaiting delivery to complete the repair.  The water meter AMI project continues with the last 

software issues having been resolved and large-scale deployment will begin by the end of the 

month.  Regarding sanitary sewer there was one reported backup, the issue was with the 
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customer’s plumbing and the Woodland Avenue pump station was once again clogged with rags 

and debris, repairs were made, proposals for an upgrade are under review, the funding is 

available for the upgrades.   

 

Councilman Regis budget hearings with the Fire Department were recently held, year to date 

they have responded to 24 alarms, one new firefighter enrolled in firefighter one course, seven 

members are enrolled in firefighter two course.  The yearly Public Employee Occupational 

Safety and Health Act “PEOSHA” requirements will be completed by the end of February.  The 

Police report is as follows: 29 Motor Vehicle Accidents 25 of those were reportable, 289 

summons were issued in January and one driving under the influence with nine arrests made.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads noted that budget hearings are ongoing and that will 

determine the amount of funding available for road repairs.  Street sign and storm water grate 

installation has been completed on Hamburg Turnpike, which completes the recent paving 

project.  New signs are scheduled to be delivered for the East Belleview Avenue project this 

week and should be installed shortly afterwards.  Pothole repairs are ongoing while the weather 

cooperates.   

 

Council President Verdonik regarding finance budget committee meetings are ongoing with 

expected completion by the end of the month, once they are completed this will determine the 

amount of property tax increase for 2020.  The Recreation Commission has set the egg hunt for 

April 11, the Fishing rally is set for May 2, and Butler Day is set for June 6.  The Economic 

Development Committee has set the dates for the Concert in the Park series they will occur the 

last Friday of the month in June, July and August.  He encourages everyone to attend these 

events.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –January 2020 – $2,674,849.59  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – January 2020 – $2,172,814.40  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-29 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-29 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Confirmation of Sidewalk Assessments – Second Street, Third Street, Manning Avenue, 

Short Street and Main Street  

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the Public.   

 

Seeing no one come forward a motion was made to close this portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   
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2020-30 Resolution Confirming Sidewalk Assessments – Second Street, Third Street, 

Manning Avenue, Short Street and Main Street 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-30 approved 

 

January 27, 2020 Letter from Mayor John Flora of Fredon Township regarding returning 

the School Board and Budget Elections back to the April election. 

The Mayor and Council acknowledged the letter; however, no action will be taken regarding this 

matter.    

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-01 Amendments to Chapter 216 (Towing) of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler  

Introduced: January 21, 2020 

Advertised: January 26, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

Motion to adopt 2020-01 

Moved: Fox        Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-02 Amending and Supplementing Chapter 225, Section 225-39 Schedule II, No 

Parking Certain Hours of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler 

Public Hearing: March 17, 2020 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   
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2020-31 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox        Second: Regis   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2020-32 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2020-33 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:33 p.m. 

 

Adopted: April 21, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: April 21, 2020   
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