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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

THE MEETING WAS HELD ELECTRONICALLY DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID-

19 PANDEMIC 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

February 4, and March 3, 2020 Council Workshop Meetings; February 18 and March 17, 2020 

Council Regular Meetings (Correction to the who seconded closing the second public portion of 

the March 17, 2020 minutes)  

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

Public Hearings:  

Ordinance No. 2020-06 Calendar Year 2020 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget 

Appropriation Limits  

Introduced: March 17, 2020 

Advertised: March 22, 2020 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close the public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2020-06  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

Motion to open the hearing on the 2020 Municipal Budget; 

2020-44 Municipal Budget  

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close the public portion of the hearing on 

the 2020 Municipal Budget. 
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Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

The 2020 Municipal Budget will be on for adoption at the May 19, 2020 Council Regular 

Meeting.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Hearing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik noted that the 2020 Municipal Budget is scheduled for adoption at 

the May 19, 2020 meeting. He reiterated that the total budget is $12,505,423.00; this will 

increase property taxes on the average house by $48.37.  Included in the total budget is library 

funding which is approximately $351,000.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads the Department of Public Works is continuing work during 

the COVID-19 crisis; they are taking all the necessary precautions including alternating 

schedules, use of PPE equipment, disinfecting facilities and equipment.  Pothole repair is 

ongoing, installation of signage and street sweeping continues with all the necessary social 

distancing guidelines being followed.  He hopes that everyone stays well. 

 

Councilman Regis noted that with the current crisis police department activity is decreasing, 17 

motor vehicle accidents, 109 summons issued and 1 driving under the influence.  There were five 

arrests.  At this time, he has no report on fire department activities.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on water quarterly meter readings are complete, there was a water 

main break on Lundy Terrace on April 10, and repairs were completed as quickly as possible.  

Six homes were without water for approximately 4 hours due to the break.  Installation of the 

new automated water meter reading system is ongoing approximately 8.5% of the system has 

been upgraded as of April 17, 2020.  Routine customer service and mark outs were completed as 

needed.  No sanitary sewer issues have been reported, preventive maintenance and routine 

inspections were completed at all pumping stations.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the electric utility noted that while the pandemic has turned the 

world upside down, multiple meetings were held and all departments pooled their PPE supplies 

placing them in a secure location, Line Superintendent Ricker also contacted his various vendors 

and personal acquaintances to locate additional PPE equipment and hand sanitizer.  Mr. 

Lampmann was instrumental in devising the plan to keep the utility up and running by operating 
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on a weekly rotation, the crew switch takes place at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Crews are doing 

essential work and not entering a customers’ home, to continue practicing social distancing.  Mr. 

Ricker personally disinfects all trucks, bathrooms and common areas each Sunday to avoid the 

risk of infection.  Repairs were needed in Butler for a broken pole that brought down the lines 

across Route 23 near Boonton Avenue, and a direct lightning strike occurred to the Boonton 2 

feeder on Bartholdi Avenue causing one phase to burn down as well as damaging other 

equipment.  West Milford, Bloomingdale and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters 

were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial were 

handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.  As the museum 

is closed due to the pandemic, no report of activities is available.   

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health noted that the next meeting is on April 

22, 2020.  He will get more information at that meeting; he also wanted to thank Peter Tabbot 

and our Regional shared service for all their hard work during this pandemic.  There have been 

78 reported cases of COVID-19, with 3 related deaths.  He noted that he saw a sharp increase; 

however, this seems to be tapering off.  He will continue to watch the numbers and feels that the 

next 10 days will determine the course the virus is taking.  He wanted to thank all those involved 

for keeping the public informed.   

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to thank all the Borough Employees, Police, Fire and Emergency 

workers.  He also wanted to thank the residents for following the safety protocols that are 

required as far as staying home and social distancing.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –March 2020 – $294,735.88   

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – March 2020 – $1,697,118.00  

 

Councilman Calvi asked if there has been an uptick in overtime costs.  Mr. Lampmann noted that 

there has not been any increase in overtime costs; he also wanted to thank all the Borough 

employees for their hard work in keeping the Borough up and running.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-45 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-45 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None  
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-03 Amending and Supplementing Chapter 72 (Animals) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Introduced: March 17, 2020 

Advertised: March 29, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-03 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020 - 04 Amending and Supplementing Chapter 93 (Cats) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler 

Introduced: March 17, 2020 

Advertised: March 29, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-04 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020 - 05 Amending and Supplementing Chapter 108 (Dogs) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Introduced: March 17, 2020 

Advertised: March 29, 2020 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting up on this ordinance only. 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion of the meeting and 

adopt 2020-05 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-07 An Ordinance Providing for the Appropriation of $80,000 for the Northwestern 

Avenue Water Main Replacement Project from the Community Development Block Grant 

Program   

Public Hearing; May 19, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-46 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Regis   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2020-47 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2020-48 Bid Award – Northwestern Avenue Water Main Replacement Project – Section 2  

* 2020-49 Resolution Authorizing Participation in the New Jersey Safe and Secure Communities 

Program  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2020 Transportation Trust Fund Application  

Mr. Lampmann explained that he is looking for a project that generates traffic volume as that is 

more likely to be approved.  Mr. Lampmann suggested Western Avenue; he noted that the 

chances of approval are greater if the project connects to county and or state roads.  He will 

proceed with the application for Western Avenue.  The Mayor and Council concurred that this 

would be a good application.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor.   
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:40 p.m. 

 

Adopted: May 19, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: May 19, 2020   
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