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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

THE MEETING WAS HELD ELECTRONICALLY DUE TO THE ONGOING COVID-

19 PANDEMIC 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods, from the office of the 

Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

June 16, 2020 Regular Council Meeting   

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Calvi 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Cheryl and Richard Sorg, 25 Summit Avenue, Lee McNulty, 25 Summit Avenue called this 

evening regarding the dog issue that they are experiencing with their neighbor at 23 Summit 

Avenue, they expressed displeasure that their neighbor has too many dogs, they are defecating all 

over the yard and the smell is atrocious.  Additionally, they noted that they have dog structures 

that are in violation of the Borough’s ordinances.  Mr. Sorg noted that Mr. DuBarton is running a 

business out of his home and the neighbors are suffering as a result of his business.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that Butler Police have responded and Mr. Budesheim, Zoning Officer has 

issued summons to Mr. DuBarton and Ms. Torre regarding the barking dogs and structures.  

 

Mr. Woods explained that the ordinances that are in place cover these violations, the issue is 

currently in the hands of the Municipal Court, and we must let that process come to completion.   

 

Mr. McNulty asked if the ordinance could be changed to limit the hours that dogs may be 

outside.  Ms. Sorg wants to know what happens even if he is fined as Mr. Budesheim has stated 

that he cannot make him get rid of the dogs.   
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Mr. Woods explained that the violations that are before the court would not be affected by any 

changes to the Municipal Code; any decision the Court makes must comply with the laws of the 

State of New Jersey.  Once the case goes before the Municipal Court it must go to completion, 

the Mayor and Council have no jurisdiction at that point.   

 

Mr. Woods asked if there has been a court date on this matter.  Mr. Sorg explained that here have 

been several court dates were postponed because the defendants not have shown up or they hired 

an attorney who has requested postponement.  Mr. Woods suggested that they wait and see what 

the outcome of the conference scheduled for July 22, 2020 is, he also explained that we are 

limited by the law as it is written in New Jersey.   

 

Mr. McNulty expressed concern that retaliation may occur, as he feels that it is escalating.  Ms. 

Sorg explained her distress that she cannot enjoy her home and her quality of life is diminished 

as a result of the situation.   

 

Mayor Alviene explained that the matter is in the hands of the prosecutor, it is out of the hands of 

the Mayor and Council.   

 

Mr. and Mrs. Sorg and Mr. McNulty invited the Mayor and Council to visit their homes to see 

what they are experiencing. 

 

Mark Piccirillo, 48 Morse Avenue called regarding guidance about having an all lives matter 

march.  He recently attended a march in Wayne, where the organizers and those present spoke 

about freedom and support for the police and military, the Constitution and everything, opposite 

of what is going on in, in the United States today. This person who sets it up goes from town to 

town, last week he was in Wayne he will be in Totowa this week.  He asked for direction from 

the Council as to who should be contacted to set up a march for Butler.  Mayor Alviene polled 

the Council as to whether or not they are favorable for conducting this.  Mr. Lampmann stressed 

that there should be a meeting of the police, and all affected agencies.  Mayor Alviene also set up 

a committee, and Mr. Piccirillo will contact Mr. Lampmann regarding setting up a meeting with 

him and the Committee.  Councilman Calvi reiterated that Mr. Piccirillo contact Mr. Lampmann 

to set up a meeting.   

 

Councilman Fox made a motion hearing no one else come forward to close this public portion of 

the meeting, seconded by Council President Verdonik.   

All in favor.  

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding Finance the Borough is working hard to keep expenses 

down, we are being frugal until the State of New Jersey certifies the tax rate.     
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Councilman Fox reporting on roads Department of Public Works workers are working on catch 

basins around the Borough they have installed no parking signs on Valley Road.  Routine 

maintenance and street sweeping continues.  Two ordinances are on the Agenda for introduction 

this evening one is for repairs to Maple Lake Road from the Transportation Trust Fund grants.  

The other ordinance is for improvements to various roads throughout the Borough.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on Public Safety noted the Butler Fire Department is working on 

drills and actively training. 

 

Councilman Calvi a leaking water service was repaired service was interrupted to one customer.  

50% of the new AMI meters have been installed.  Work on Phase II of the Northwestern Avenue 

water main replacement should begin within the next two weeks, once a date is selected those 

affected will be notified.  Work on the Bloomingdale pump station is progressing; routine 

customer service and mark outs were handled.  Regarding the sewer department, no problems 

have been reported.  The Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority interceptor 

project is progressing.   

 

Councilman Meier regarding the Electric Utility is prepared for any challenges that may occur 

during the warm summer months.  Crews spent considerable time on the Butler Plaza project 

installing three separate three phase primary feeders. Repairs, upgrades and installation of new 

service was performed where needed.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for the 

month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and 

commercial were handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely 

fashion. 

 

Councilman Travers as of July 20 there have been 124 documented cases of COVID-19, 61 

male and 63 females.  Thankfully, the Borough has only had 4 COVID-19 related deaths, he is 

hopeful that this is the end of the outbreak.  Negative test results are running 5 to 1; previously it 

was 2 to 1.  The next Health Department meeting will be at the end of September.  He has been 

in contact with the TriBoro Animal Welfare for updates on what steps are being taken to get the 

organization in compliance with State of New Jersey requirements 

 

Mayor Alviene read the following into the record: 

 

Chief Chimento, 

 

I attended the Black Lives Matter rally in town, with my children. They are aged 16 and up. 

While I worry about police in other towns, I haven’t had the same feelings in Butler about our 

police. We feel safe in town, rather than fearful, of the police. I'm sure this is due to how you 

hire, and lead.  

We have law enforcement in our family, and I know this is not an easy time, especially for 

officers with younger children.  

 

Thank you for working with the young people of our community, to have this rally, building 

trust with our town law enforcement. 
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 Katy O'Neill 

 

Ms. O’Keefe reported that the Senior Citizens Advisory Committee has canceled the Senior 

Picnic for this year due to social distancing requirements.  A request has been made to Morris 

County regarding either a refund or the rental fee be held for next year’s event, updates will be 

provided regarding the status of the rental fee.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –June 2020 – $309,178.64  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2020 – $1,602,763.60  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-65 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-65 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Email from Rich and Cheryl Sorg, Lee McNulty, Diane Arneson and Ed Strauss requesting 

changes to the Dog Ordinance limiting time that dogs may be left outside in the overnight hours.  

This email was discussed earlier in the meeting.   

 

Email from Alison Araten regarding New Jersey Law Enforcement Reform Proposals.  The 

Borough of Butler Police Department is in compliance with majority of those items requested as 

many are  part of the Attorney General’s guidelines.   

 

Email from F Fang Asking for a Resolution or Support Letter to end 21 Years of Persecution 

Against Falun Gong in China the Mayor and Council read the email and decided not to take any 

action at this time. 

 

Township of West Milford Resolution No. 2020-216 Supporting High Speed Internet Access for 

all Municipalities in New Jersey.  The Mayor and Council support the idea but have concerns 

about funding.  Although grants are available, it is cost prohibitive in rural areas as the 

installation costs outweigh the amount of customers.  Mr. Lampmann explained that 5G is 

something that may alleviate the issue of no high-speed internet.  Many libraries in New Jersey 

are offering hot spots that may be borrowed for a two-day period; the cost to the library is 

approximately $10.00 monthly.    

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-12 Appropriating $345,000 for the Improvements to Maple Lake Road from the 

General Capital – Capital Fund Balance and the State of New Jersey Transportation Trust 

Fund Grant  

Public Hearing: August 18, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-13 Appropriating $175,000 for the Improvements to Streets and Road form the 

Capital Improvement Fund and Capital Fund Balance 

Public Hearing: August 18, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-66 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Meier   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2020-67 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with H2M Architects and Engineers, Inc.  

* 2020-68 Resolution Authorizing Preliminary Expenses for Improvements to the Borough of 

Butler Water Treatment Facilities   

* 2020-69 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

* 2020-70 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Hearing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  
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Adjournment: 7:55 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 18, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 18, 2020   
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