
MINUTES OF:    COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:    SEPTEMBER 15, 2020   

TIME OF MEETING:    7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.    1 

 

 

The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the Borough 

Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 18, 2020 Regular Council Meeting and September 1, 2020 Council Workshop Meeting   

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: *Calvi, *Fox, Meier, *Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

*Abstain: Fox August 18, 2020 Regular Council Meeting; Calvi and Regis, September 1, 2020 

Council Workshop Meeting  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Alan Bird, 43 Rafkind Road, Bloomingdale wanted to notify the Mayor and Council of some 

events that are coming up.  There is a small event commemorating POW/MIA day at the American 

Legion Post, 28 Main Street on Friday, September 18, 2020 at 6:30 pm.  On November 11, 2020, at 

11:00 am there is a small service in Sloan Park, additionally, there will be another service at the 

Mission Honor monument at Butler High School immediately following the service in Bloomingdale.  

He also wanted to thank the Mayor, Borough Council and Mr. Lampmann for getting various 

projects in the community done at the Butler Museum, the Manning Avenue Cemetery among others; 

he also wanted to thank everyone for their support.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers the Board of Health has not met over the summer; Mrs. Alviene submitted her 

resignation from the Board of Health.  The latest COVID 19 data is as follows 131 documented 

cases, 7,647 for Morris County just under 197,000 for the State of New Jersey as a whole, there have 

approximately 30 new cases added to the total tally since the beginning of May.  No fatalities have 

occurred since the end of April.  He believes that we have flattened the curve.  Negative to positive 

cases are approximately 6 negative cases to 1 positive case.  Next Board of Health meeting is 

September 23, at 6:30 p.m.  
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noted that they have weathered the summer 

well, with few equipment failures.  Tropical Storm Isaias caused the utility to sustain considerable 

damage, when the storm came through some of the utility lineman were on vacation, Superintendent 

Ricker reached out to two recently retired linemen to come back to help with repairs they 

immediately agreed to come in if needed.  An additional dispatcher was also contacted and she 

agreed to come in if needed.  The retired linemen were called in and although the brunt of the storm 

only lasted an hour, it caused considerable damage.  Crews pushed through the first night working 

through the night until approximately 11:00 p.m. after that they worked 18-hour shifts.  One injury 

occurred Superintendent Ricker was bit in the rear end by a customer’s dog.  In Kinnelon a push 

brace was installed to correct a leaning pole, tree trimming began in Smoke Rise for line clearance 

purposes.  The utility assisted with a broken Verizon pole because of a dump truck roll over, power 

to the pole was de-energized for safety purposes.  In Butler, crews energized an underground service 

and set seven new meters at the Argonne Woods project.  In Bloomingdale, there was a fatal motor 

vehicle accident; work was not completed until the following day at the request of the investigating 

officers.  In Riverdale and West Milford, all was quiet for the month.  All meters were read and 

recorded, delinquent accounts both residential and commercial were handled and outage calls and 

customer complaints were resolved in a timely fashion 

 

Regarding the Butler Museum they have begun a challenging project of recording the history of Main 

Street in words and pictures, this is ongoing.     

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department a private water main break occurred at 

Cambridge Heights on August 26, 2020 affecting residents on Terrace Lake Drive; Department of 

Public Works crews assisted the private contractor with isolating the water main and locating the 

leak.  The water meter AMI project is ongoing with just over 17% of the Borough meters updated to 

date.  Installation will resume after the quarterly meter reading scheduled for the end of September 

and the Borough is currently conducting standard lead and copper sampling in accordance with 

Federal and State regulations. No sanitary sewer backups have occurred; sewer mains on roads that 

were selected for repaving have been inspected.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department year to date 136 alarms have been responded 

to, COVID-19 guidelines are being followed with the firehouse being disinfected on a weekly basis, 

and the fire department continues to disinfect members after they enter a building or residence.  

Engine 344 should return from repairs this week, monthly drills continue and six members have 

completed the Firefighter 2 course at the Passaic County Fire Academy.  The Butler Police 

department reported 20 motor vehicle accidents, with 17 of those considered reportable, 2 driving 

under the influence arrests, and 109 summons were issued, 7 arrests for a variety of criminal 

offenses.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding roads crews are working on repairs to drainage inlets prior to the planned 

paving projects, all roads to be repaved this year have been inspected with a CCTV video pipe 

inspection for leaks, no issues have been discovered.  The Maple Lake Road project is in progress, 

the New Jersey Department of Transportation is funding the project, and it entails reconstruction, 

new curbing, and paving.  Street sweeping and routine maintenance continues.   

 

Council President Verdonik Council President Verdonik spoke on finance it is trending well, the 

Borough is where it should be for this time of year, and the anticipated revenue is coming in.  The 
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Economic Development Committee is moving forward with the Bed Race on October 18, 2020.  

Social distancing and all preventive measures will be in place.  Butler Recreation is trying to 

formalize plans for Spooky Stony, the event may take place on Halloween, and all social distancing 

protocols will be followed.   

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to inform the Borough Council and those present that Mrs. Helen Ebers had 

passed away, she was a pillar of the Borough for a long time. He noted that the September 11, 

ceremony went well and we had a tribute to Frosty Lawson, approximately 25 people attended and 

social distancing was practiced.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –August 2020 – $2,506,153.46  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – August 2020 – $2, 868,740.58  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-78 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

R 2020-78 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Township of Pequannock Resolution No. R 2020-179 Urging the Secretary of State and the County 

Clerks to Utilize In-Person Voting in Conjunction with Mail-In Balloting, in the General Election of 

November 2020 and all Future Elections  

The consensus of the Mayor and Council is a resolution in support of this.  

 

Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution No. 2020-616 In Response to the Failure of 

Jersey Central Power and Light to Adequately Prepare for Tropical Storm Isaias  

After discussion, the consensus was to write a strongly worded letter to the Board of Public Utilities 

detailing that Jersey Central Power and Light is not prepared as they do not have enough staffing 

available to do repairs, and a copy Brian Vayda, New Jersey Public Power Association. 

 

Resolution No. 2020-221 of the Township of Roxbury Requesting an Investigation of Jersey Central 

Power and Light by the Board of Public Utilities Regarding the Response to the Power Outages and 

Damages Resulting from Tropical Storm Isaias  

The Mayor and Council will be sending a strongly worded letter to the Board of Public Utilities as 

stated above.   

 

Resolution No. 2020-122 of the Borough of Morris Plains Requesting an Investigation of Jersey 

Central Power and Light by the Board of Public Utilities Regarding the Response to the Power 

Outages and Damages Resulting from Tropical Storm Isaias 

The Mayor and Council will be sending a strongly worded letter to the Board of Public Utilities as 

stated above. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-14 An Ordinance Amending and Revising Chapter 67 (Alcoholic Beverages) of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: October 20, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-15 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 180 Property  

Maintenance – Unlawful Conditions  

Public Hearing: October 20, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2020-16 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 120 (Firearms) of the Revised 

General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: October 20, 2020 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-79 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Regis   

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2020-80 Resolution Authorizing Renewal of 2020-2021 Alcoholic Beverage Licenses 

* 2020-81 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office   

* 2020-82 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

* 2020-83 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department   

* 2020-84 Resolution Authorizing an Operation and Maintenance Agreement Between the Borough 

of Butler and the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mayor Alviene noted that the Butler Fire Department wanted to have an event in the Fire Department 

Parking Lot; it will begin between 6:30 and 7:00 p.m. and end at 10:00 p.m.  They will be applying 

for a social affairs permit to extend the liquor license out into the parking lot.  The Mayor and 

Council approved the request.   
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Alan Bird, 43 Rafkind Road, Bloomingdale wanted to inform the Mayor and Council that 

Operation Toys for Tots train will not be happening this year.  He stated that he previously worked 

for a utility company himself and Butler Electric was always prepared.  He noted that Butler Electric 

does restoration of power in a safe manner.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Resolution No. 2020-85 Closed Session – Negotiations – Municipal Court  

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to Open Session 

Moved: Regis       Second: Fox 

All in favor.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding a memorandum Chief Chimento issued on one of the establishments on 

the Alcoholic Beverage License renewal resolution.  It was determined that no additional penalties 

would be forthcoming; the Office of the Attorney General will make the final determination on the 

penalty.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:34 p.m. 

 

Adopted: October 20, 2020  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 20, 2020   
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