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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Council President 

Verdonik who indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those 

present to the meeting.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of Reflection 

that was dedicated to Bloomingdale Mayor Jon Dunleavy on his untimely passing. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilman Alex Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Councilman Fox nominated Ryan Martinez to fill the office of the Mayor of Butler until the 

outcome of the November 2021 General Election, Councilman Regis seconded the nomination. 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None  

 

The Borough Council congratulated Mayor Martinez on his appointment and Ms. O’Keefe 

administered the oath of office.  Mayor Martinez took over direction of the meeting.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

October 20, 2020 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Calvi 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Seeing no one come forward, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik spoke on finance it is trending very well; caution is being used in 

spending with the current pandemic situation.  The Administrator and Chief Financial Officer are 

doing an outstanding job in making sure that the Borough funds are on track for this time of year.  

Revenue is at the anticipated levels.  Unfortunately, Spooky Stony was cancelled due to weather.  

Council President Verdonik hopes that pandemic gets under control so that the world may 

somewhat return to normal.  Councilman Calvi asked if there had been any requests from 

residents regarding tax payments.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough might be a 

percentage point down; however, he has been researching grant funds to replace some of the 
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COVID-19 funds.  Mr. Lampmann also explained that the majority of taxes are included as part 

of their mortgage payments.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding roads street sweeping and routine maintenance is performed as 

needed, striping was completed on Maple Lake Road the existing signs will be replaced over the 

next few weeks with new compliant breakaway signs to complete that project.  Equipment is 

being prepared for the winter months ahead. Councilman Fox has been asked by several people 

about the street sweeper avoiding their leaves, he reiterated that leaves are supposed to be bagged 

for pickup and remaining on the property not put out onto the street.    

 

Councilman Regis the Butler Police department reported for the month of October 28 motor 

vehicle accidents, 2 driving while under the influence, 111 summons were issued, 12 arrests for a 

variety of criminal offenses.  Regarding the Fire Department while the normal Halloween 

celebration could not occur, candy was distributed in the parking lot of the firehouse.  On for 

introduction, this evening is an ordinance that will revamp the fire department; he noted that a 

tremendous amount of work went into the preparation of this ordinance.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on Water the new water main on Northwestern Avenue passed all 

acceptance testing and customers have been moved over to the new main.  The hydrant-flushing 

program began on Monday, November 9 and will continue through Friday, December 4, the 

schedule is available on the Borough website.  The new Bloomingdale Pump Station is in the 

final stages of completion and should be operational by November 13, 2020.  Routine 

maintenance and customer service is ongoing as needed.  The Sewer department was quiet with 

no backups or pump station failures; routine maintenance is performed as needed.     

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility crews continue to work out of two separate 

buildings as per the COVID-19 protocol. All used transformers have been picked up for 

recycling.  Poles were replaced in Kinnelon.  Work has continued at 12 Belleview Avenue on the 

yard upgrade, some of the work was finishing a large retaining wall, building new utility pole 

racks and leveling the site.  In Bloomingdale and Kinnelon repairs, replacements and new service 

were installed where needed.   In West Milford, all was quiet for the month.  In Riverdale a 

scheduled shut down was performed in the middle of the night at BJ’s Wholesale Club, to install 

a large solar system.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts both residential 

and commercial were handled and outage calls and customer complaints were resolved in a 

timely fashion. 

 

Regarding the Butler Museum, work continues on the project of recording the history of Main 

Street in words and pictures, some advancements have been made the story begins in 1900 

through the present day, it details how many business have been located there.  Later more 

sections of town will have their history told.  Councilman Meier noted that he has been involved 

in this for the past year.    
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Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health there have been two meetings October 

28 and November 4.  There have been 148 cases to date of COVID-19, the average age for men 

is 44 ½ years old and the average age for women is 44 years, there have been 4 COVID-19 

related deaths this year, the have been 0 deaths from the disease since April.  Influenza cases are 

17 year to date, which appears to be below from this time last year.  He would like to see if we 

could have another free flu clinic in the near future.  He reviewed the shared service agreement 

with Rockaway Township for the provision of health services and noted that there are minor 

increases and the Board of Health has voted to approve another five-year agreement.     

 

Tax Collectors Report –October 2020 – $2,303,861.22  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2020 – $2, 019,377.85  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-94 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Request from Butler Methodist Church to Use Butler Park on December 24, 2020 from 11:45 

p.m. to 12:15 a.m. for a Midnight Ceremony  

The Mayor and Council discussed this, they have used it in the past and we have had no issues, 

the request was approved with the condition that the park is available due to the recent 

construction.   

 

Request from Harmony Dance Studio to Perform Songs and Dances at the December 4, 2020 

Tree Lighting at Butler Park 

The Mayor and the Council approved the request.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2020-17 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 21 (Fire Department) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: December 15, 2020 

 

Chief Finelli of the Butler Fire Department is in the audience and is available for any questions.  

Councilman Fox asked if this was reviewed by all members of the Fire Department, the 

ordinance was reviewed and voted on by the members.  Council President Verdonik liked the 

structure of the ordinance.  Chief Finelli explained that this allows more members to become 

Officers, as the requirements are stringent for officers.  This change does not have any effect on 

the other requirements in the current ordinance; it will allow more people to become actively 
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involved as members of the department.  This has no bearing on the Social side of the fire 

department.   

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-95 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2020-96 Resolution Authorizing the Adoption of the 2020 Morris County New Jersey Hazard 

Mitigation Plan Update   

* 2020-97 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department   

* 2020-98 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

* 2020-99 Resolution Waiving Disconnects and Lien Enforcement for Certain Utility Payments 

During Emergency Circumstances  

* 2020-100 Resolution Authorizing Signature on the Developer’s Agreement for Instyle Salon, 

1579 Route 23 South 

* 2020-101 Transfer Resolution    

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Best Practices Worksheet Mr. Lampmann explained to the Mayor and Council that the amount of 

state aid received by the Borough is dependent on the score received on this.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

R 2020-102 Closed Session – Negotiations – Municipal Court  

Moved: Regis       Second: Fox 

All in favor.   
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Motion to return to open session 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

2020-103 Motion to Authorize the Borough Administrator to Continue Negotiations for a 

Shared Service Agreement for Municipal Court Services with Riverdale 

Moved: Verdonik      Second Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:29 p.m. 

 

Adopted: December 15, 2020  

             

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: December 15, 2020   
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