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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Council President 

Verdonik who indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those 

present to the meeting.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Ryan Martinez, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Stephen Regis, 

Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to Excuse the absence of Councilman Calvi and Councilman Meier 

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

November 10, 2020 Regular Council Meeting and December 1, 2020 Council Workshop 

Meeting  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Meier  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted that he had spoken with Mr. Lampmann regarding Park 

Place he asked if the roadway that was disturbed by the recent construction would be returned to 

its previous state.  He also wanted to know who actually maintains that road, Mr. Lampmann 

explained that the road is a borough road; he also wanted to know who maintains the roadway 

after the turnoff at the end of Kiel Avenue.  Mr. Lampmann explained that Morris County 

maintains that road.  Mr. Norman also inquired if Kiel Avenue is a borough road, Mr. 

Lampmann explained that it is a Morris County road; Mr. Norman wanted to know how to get it 

paved.  Mr. Lampmann explained that it is on schedule for paving in 2021; however, that 

rescheduled.  The paving on Kiel Avenue will be from just below Decker Road to Boonton 

Avenue.   

 

Christopher Roetman, is doing a Boy Scout Eagle Project at Stonybrook, he is here this 

evening to provide an update.  He apologized for his lack of communication in the last month, he 

did not have enough information available, however, now he has pricing and the total cost of the 

project and projected start date.  The total amount for the project is approximately $10,000, he is 

asking for help from the Mayor and Council.  He met with the Tom Boorady, Borough Engineer 

recently, regarding the erosion at the volleyball court, he suggested that a drainage pipe be 

installed, which would allow the area to remain level. Mr. Lampmann asked if he has cost 
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estimates for the project.  The cost of the pipe would be approximately $300.00, and 

approximately $6,000 for the volleyball sand court edging.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the 

Department of Public Works can assist with the excavation and setting of the pipe, he believes it 

may have to go through the wall at the end of the brook, and they can assist with that.  The 

engineer may not want to disturb the wall; Mr. Lampmann will await the report from him.  The 

Borough can provide assistance with the construction and perhaps a mini grant may be available 

from the Clean Communities fund, if grants were not available then the Borough Council would 

need to approve funding.  The projected start date for the project is March 12, 2021, with it 

taking approximately one month.  Councilman Travers asked what options have been explored 

for fund raising.  Mr. Roetman currently is asking family, friends and local businesses, his 

mother will assist him in setting up a Go Fund Me account for the project.  Mr. Lampmann will 

reach out to some of the quarries to see if a better rate for the materials is available based on the 

project, and the Borough picking up the materials as opposed to delivery.  The Borough Council 

feels that this is a great project.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the emails have kept him up to date 

and it helps him with scheduling.  Mr. Lampmann noted that weekdays are more advantageous to 

the Borough then weekends.  

 

Paul Bastante, 10 Walnut Lane Chair of the Butler Museum wanted to thank the Mayor and 

Council for their support during the toy drive.  It was great to provide a positive community 

event, 2,287 toys were collected for the event.  65 gift cards were received for approximately 

$2,200.00 it included a donation from Wheel of Dreams of approximately $1,100.00 they also 

donated the Christmas tree and decorations at the Butler Museum.  Additionally they were able 

to fill the needs of the older children who had items on the list.  Approximately 160 families 

were served by the toy drive.  So 160 families had their Christmas needs taken care of, the 

younger children received numerous toys along with a stocking full of stocking stuffers, 

additionally, wrapping and tissue paper, scissors, etc. were provided by both the Bloomingdale 

and Butler libraries.  308 children were served, the organizations that were taken care of during 

the toy drive were Saint Anthony’s food pantry was helped, the ESL program at Saint 

Anthony’s, Butler Methodist food drive and Bloomingdale Methodist also helped and there was 

a form on the Butler Museum website that allowed someone to nominate a family.  Some of 

those people had recently lost their jobs and have never been in that position before and they 

were extremely grateful.  That being said Mr. Bastante wanted to thank the Governing body for 

their support as it leant legitimacy to this endeavor; over 25 Butler and Bloomingdale businesses 

held their own toy drive to benefit the Museum toy drive.  Council President Verdonik thanked 

Mr. Bastante for all his hard work on this noting that he did the majority of the work involved.  

Mr. Lampmann wanted to inform Mr. Bastante that a grant has been secured to provide LED 

lighting at various municipal buildings including the Butler Museum.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know how the Morris County Road department 

becomes aware of potholes on Kiel Avenue.  Mr. Lampmann noted that it is reported to the 

Morris County Road Department.  He noted another issue on Boonton Avenue at Hasbrouck 

Avenue, there is a dip in the road that is escalating and it is going directly across the road.  Mr. 

Lampmann noted that he has been in contact with Morris County as this was a result of the road 

not being compacted properly and it is settling; he has already been in contact with Chris Vitz, 

Morris County Engineer, they are trying to contact the contractor to come and correct the issue.   
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Seeing no one else come forward, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik wanted to thank the Electric Department and the Department of 

Public Works for the great work that was done in the Park setting up for the park lighting.  He 

also thanked the Butler Fire Department, Police Department and First Aid Squad regarding the 

magnificent job that was done.  He also thanked the Borough Clerk and James Lampmann, 

Borough Administrator for all the work they did as well.  As the last month of the year 

approaches finance is trending well; it appears the Borough is in good financial shape.  On 

tonight’s agenda, is a transfer resolution that is something that is normally done at the end of the 

year to cover any shortfalls in various accounts with remaining funds from other accounts.  

Earlier this month $97,000 in COVID-19 funding was received to cover those expenses; he 

thanked the Administrator for his work to obtain these funds.  The Borough also received 

$80,000 in a Community Development Block Grant for Hillside Avenue and phase 1 of South 

Gifford Street Water Main replacement; this funding will help us in 2021.  

 

Councilman Fox regarding roads wanted to inform the Mayor and Council that the Borough has 

received a $366,000 New Jersey Department of Transportation grant to resurface Western 

Avenue.  Winter weather road maintenance has been completed, annual plow training for the 

Road department was held.  The Department of Public Works is asking for the removal of any 

items that may hinder plowing with the impending storm.  Please avoid any unnecessary travel 

and please do not deposit any snow on the roadways.  All mailboxes must be placed 16” back off 

the curb per United States Post Office regulations, please make sure your mailbox complies with 

that standard to help avoid the mail box being knocked down by the snowplows.      

 

Councilman Regis the Butler Police department reported for the month of November 21 motor 

vehicle accidents reports, no driving under the influence, 120 summons issued, 3 arrests for a 

variety of criminal offenses.  Patrolman Dimitri Clark attended training at the Morris County 

Police and Firefighters Academy.  Year to date the Fire Department has responded to 171 

alarms, they are continuing to follow the COVID-19 guidelines enacted in March and monthly 

drills are being conducted again.  Engine 344 is back in service after having work done on its 

electrical system.  Currently three members are enrolled in the in-house driver qualification 

course to allow them to drive engine 341 and 342.  Planning is taking place for driving 

qualifications for 344 that will allow for more drivers that are qualified.  Great job was done on 

the Park and the tree lighting.   

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health as of December 11 there are 301 cases of 

COVID-19 in the Borough.  Based on the increase in case numbers Governor Murphy has 

reduced the numbers for outdoor gatherings and indoor dining.  He stressed the importance of 

social distancing and wearing masks in public so that the Borough can get through this.   
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Tax Collectors Report –November 2020 – $5,219,285.43  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – November 2020 – $1,904,900.25  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2020-105 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Meier 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Letter from Alan Byrd retiring from the Butler Museum at the end of his term on December 31, 

2020.   

 

Township of Long Hill Resolution No. 20-313 Demanding that the New Jersey Legislature 

Accept its Responsibility to Administer the Provisions of the Affordable Housing Act and Stay 

Further Action Until Such Times as it has Promulgated Rules Governing its Implementation  

It was noted.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2020-17 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 21 (Fire Department) of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Introduced: November 10, 2020 

Advertised: November 18, 2020  

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close the public hearing and 

move the ordinance.   

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Meier 

 

Mr. Lampmann thanked Chief Finelli for his work on the ordinance; in turn, Chief Finelli 

thanked the Mayor and Council for adopting this ordinance.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2020-106 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Meier 

 

* 2020-107 Resolution Authorizing Approval of and Consent to the Filing of the CDBG 

Application for South Gifford Street Water Main Phase II Replacement Project  

* 2020-108 Resolution Approving Alcoholic Beverage License Renewal for the 2020-2021 

Licensing Term  

* 2020-109 Cancellations of Balances in the General Capital, Water Utility Capital and Electric 

Utility Capital Funds  

* 2020-110 Cancellation of Unexpended Balances in the Current Fund, Water Utility and 

Electric Utility Appropriation Funds  

* 2020-111 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2020-112 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department 

* 2020-113 Transfer Resolution    

* 2020-115 2021 Salary Resolution  

* 2020-116 Resolution Authorizing Towers for the Borough of Butler  

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that he is submitting the CDBG grant application for the second phase 

of the South Gifford Street Water Main Replacement project from Belleview Avenue to Kiel 

Avenue and it must be discussed at a meeting.   

 

NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Energy Grant – Mr. Lampmann explained that he has been working on this grant for the past six 

weeks, the Office of Clean Energy has a grant program in New Jersey as part of the application 

all the buildings applied for are surveyed and a list created.  This grant will address eight of our 

buildings; all of those buildings will have LED lighting installed for energy savings.  HVAC 

units will be replaced at the Fire Houses, Police Station and the Municipal Building, the 

estimated cost of work for this project is $355,980.07, grant amount $249,186.05, the Butler 

share $106,794.02 estimated annual cost savings $33,547.00.  The Butler portion would be 

payable over a three year period with 0% interest.  Mr. Lampmann checked with the Chief 

Financial Officer regarding funding and this is doable.  It makes sense, as this would be a 

complete replacement of the entire HVAC system in Borough Hall, the boiler is over 30 years 

old.   
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Letter of Support for Demeter Investment Group, LLC to operate a Recreational Cannabis 

Facility in the Borough of Butler, they previously made a presentation and asked at that time for 

a letter of support, Councilman Fox asked if the Borough Attorney had reviewed the letter he had 

and approved it.  The consensus was that the Mayor sign the letter of support.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way does not recall when the negotiations with Bloomingdale to 

provide water were held, but wanted to know the status, Mr. Lampmann noted that the needed 

construction is complete and the water supply to Bloomingdale should begin in January 2021.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:39 p.m. 

 

Adopted: February 16, 2021  

             

       
       ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: February 16, 2021   
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