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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Martinez who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those present to the 

meeting.   

 

Mayor Martinez asked for a moment of silence for the following longtime Butler Residents: 

Former Mayor William Monahan, Firefighter Douglas Morse, Sr. and Kenneth Montanye, Co-

Chairperson of the Butler Museum.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Ryan Martinez, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the 

Borough Attorney, and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to Excuse the absence of Councilman Meier and Councilman Regis 

Moved: Fox       Second: Travers 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health as of January 15 there are 478 positive 

cases of COVID-19 in the Borough, 249 male and 229 female.  There were five COVID-19 

related deaths, most recently in December 2020.  Morris County has had 23,951 cases since 

January 15, 2021, New Jersey 555,299 cases in the state.  The mortality rate is 1.7%; the 

survivability rate is 98.3 % nationally.  Additional information on determining your eligibility 

for the vaccine in Morris County can be found here health.morriscountynj.gov/vaccination or 

atlantichealth.org and there is a hotline 973-829-8250, available seven days a week during 

normal business hours.  The next Board of Health meeting is Wednesday, January 27 at 6:30 

p.m. it may be an online meeting.   

 

Councilman Calvi the Department of Public Works has responded to several water leaks since 

the last report they include two minor repairs and one major emergency repair a leaking water 

service on Carey Avenue was repaired one customer was without service for approximately three 

hours.  A water main break was repaired at the intersection of Carey Avenue and Robert Street 
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on January 6, repairs were completed quickly and two customers were without water for 

approximately six hours.  Work is ongoing on a leaking water main at 1388 Route 23, the leak 

has been difficult to repair requiring various techniques to repair the damaged section while 

providing service to customers, the location of the leak and the building foundation added to 

problems surrounding the repair, the new water main was rerouted to take it away from the 

building.  All repairs were completed site restoration is in process.  Routine customer service and 

quarterly meter readings were completed in a timely manner, the replacement of fire hydrants is 

scheduled to begin shortly, work continues on the water meter replacement project with 

approximately 22% of all meters have been replaced to date.  In the Sewer department, routine 

maintenance and inspection were completed; no sewer backups were reported.  

 

Councilman Fox noted that to date the Borough has not had that much snow, the Department of 

Public Works (DPW) crews are efficiently maintaining the roads, during the December 16/17 

snow storm, while the accumulation was less than predicted the storm lasted a long time; he 

commended the DPW for their work.  There was a minor winter weather event on January 3 that 

was also handled efficiently.   

 

Council President Verdonik noted that Department heads are finalizing their submissions for 

the 2021 Municipal Budget, once that occurs committee meetings will be held.  As a reminder to 

the Council please bring your calendars to the February 2, Council Workshop meeting as dates 

will be set for the committee meetings for the 2021 Municipal Budget.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –December 2020 – $696,254.33  

 

Tax Collectors Report for 2020 - $30,508,916.54 

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2020 – $1,650,548.60  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2021-19 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier and Regis 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2021-01 Amendments to Chapter 225 (Parking) of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler  

Public Hearing: February 16, 2021 

Moved: Fox        Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier and Regis 

 

2021-02 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 143 “Land Use” and 

Amending Certain Provisions Pertaining to Storm Water Management  

Public Hearing: February 16, 2021 

Moved: Fox        Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier and Regis 

 

2021-03 An Ordinance Providing for the Appropriation of $366,000 for the Improvements 

to Western Avenue from the State of New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Grant  

Public Hearing: February 16, 2021 

Moved: Fox        Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier and Regis 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2021-20 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox        Second: Calvi 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier and Regis 

 

* 2021-21 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Associated Appraisal Group  

* 2021-22 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

* 2021-23 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Appointment of Michele Theiler to the Butler Recreation Commission for the unexpired term 

ending December 31, 2024. 

The Council approved the appointment.   
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

The Mayor and the Borough Council Members thanked Councilman Douglas Travers for 

his service to the community, as this is his last Borough Council meeting as he is relocating.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Travers    

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:18 p.m. 

 

Adopted: March 16, 2021  

          
       ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: March 16, 2021   
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