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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Martinez who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those present to the 

meeting.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a moment of reflection.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Ryan Martinez, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Fox, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Marc Piccirillo (arrived at 7:05 p.m.) Councilman Stephen Regis and 

Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, C. Woods from the office of the 

Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

February 16, 2021 Council Regular Meeting  

Moved: Councilman Fox     Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Piccirillo  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know if municipalities can turn down the sale of 

marijuana, while municipalities may prohibit the sale the Borough of Butler has chosen to go 

forth with allowing it.  Work is continuing on the ordinances to allow permission, they will be 

discussed at the June 1, 2021 workshop and if approved they will be on for introduction at the 

June 16, 2021 Council Regular meeting.  The Public hearing will be at the July 20, 2021 meeting 

when the ordinances are up for adoption.   

 

Hazel Whitty, 124 Kiel Avenue is present this evening to bring the issue she is having with her 

neighbor. The yard is littered with animal feces, garbage cans that are not covered for wild 

animals to rummage through on a nightly basis, the grass is not mowed and the yard is in need of 

maintenance, junk all over the property, she has numerous photos of the condition of the 

property.  Mr. Lampmann explained that a letter was issued to the homeowner to clean up the 

property. A second visit will be necessary and then a summons will be issued, it will then be 

addressed in Municipal Court, there has not been a lot of success with taking issues such as this 

to court due to the changes in the laws as a result of bail reform.   

 

Bill D’Amico, 8 Northwestern Avenue moved to Butler from Pompton Plains five years ago, he 

revitalized the house when he purchased it, he is very proud of how the house looks and it took a 

lot of effort.  He is concerned that a house and property that are not maintained will lower his 

property value; he recently found a dead rodent on his property.  Mr. Lampmann explained that 

the health department has broader enforcement powers, in the event he sees another rodent take 

photos so the health department has additional proof.  
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Council President Verdonik wants to keep the Borough a great place to live and raise a family; 

he sympathizes with Mr. D’Amico and the other residents.   

 

Kaitlyn McGrath, 10 Northwestern Avenue her children’s windows face the backyard, which 

is an absolute junkyard, she is a five year resident and has contacted the Health department to 

request they come and see the state of the property.  She has also requested that the Zoning 

Officer to come over, she feels that you must continuously reach out and harass him as he does 

not respond.  She is very frustrated as she is both a full time Mom and the single provider for her 

family as her husband is currently unemployed she does not have the time to continue to chase 

people down.  She is continuously treating for pests in her backyard and the latest issue is 

snakes, there is a pile of bricks in that yard that may be harboring the snakes.  She requested that 

the Department of Public Works go in and clean the area up.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the 

Department of Public Works could not enter someone’s property to clean it up.  She wants to 

know if someone will be following through on this issue, she would like to be kept informed as 

to what is going on with this issue.   

 

Mr. Woods explained that there are other options that may be explored such as a civil action as 

there is a lot more discretion in the Chancery division of Superior Court; he reiterated that once a 

summons is issued it goes through the Municipal Court and must follow those regulations 

regarding enforcement.   

 

Councilman Meier suggested getting a petition together and have all the neighbors sign it as this 

may carry more weight.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way while the issue does not concern him he has a question when 

someone has a piece of property in that condition can the town fine the property owner on a daily 

basis of $1,000.00 Mr. Lampmann explained that it needs to go through the courts.  The Borough 

has to allow the issue to be handled through the court system.  Mr. Lampmann explained that 

Bail Reform has made it very difficult to enforce an individual failing to appear on their court 

date.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik finances are trending very well for the year; there are some capital 

ordinances up for adoption this evening for various projects that were approved as part of the 

budget process.  Regarding the Economic Development Committee the Concerts in the Park are 

scheduled for the fourth Fridays in June, July and August, the Bed Race will be held on October 

17, 2021.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding Roads the Department of Public Works crews have repaired the 

majority of potholes, regular maintenance continues as needed.  There is an ordinance for the 
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appropriation of $200,000 from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund, if passed it 

will be used for roadwork.  Road inspection is scheduled for May 20, to determine what roads 

are in need of the most attention.  The Western Avenue Road project is finally going out to bid, 

street sweeping and pothole repair is being conducted on a daily basis.   

 

Councilman Regis the Butler Police Department reports there were 25 motor vehicle accidents, 

3 driving while intoxicated, 123 summons were issued and the officers made 5 arrests for a 

variety of offenses.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department the Water lines on South Gifford Street 

are being installed as part of the Community Development Block Grant project.  The AMI 

installations are moving along and flushing is ongoing.   

 

Councilman Meier the annual di-electric testing and preventive maintenance has been 

completed on the line trucks all equipment passed and received certification for another year.  

Poles and conductors are being upgraded in the Hamilton Street area of Bloomingdale.  Tree 

trimming is ongoing as time allows in Kinnelon.  Line crews have been repairing and replacing 

all the underground wiring in Butler Park any costs for repair and replacement will be borne by 

the contractor. The Park will be ready for the holiday lighting in December.  An electrical 

upgrade was done for a new business opening up on Route 23.  Repairs and replacements were 

performed where necessary.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet for the month; all meters 

were read and recorded for the month.  Customer complaints and outage calls were handled in a 

timely fashion.   

 

Councilman Piccirillo the Borough of Butler Board of Health reported that there have been 825 

cases of COVID-19 and 11 COVID-19 related deaths in the Borough of Butler.  Active cases are 

recovering and receiving treatment as necessary.  Negative test results reported for 1000 

individuals, all appropriate New Jersey Department of Health and Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention guidelines are being followed.  Any individual in the Borough of Butler testing 

positive for COVID-19 has been notified and given instruction to quarantine to avoid the spread 

of the disease.  The COVID -19 vaccination clinic was held a total of 50 vaccinations were 

available, 51 people attended, they were able to reschedule the overflow to another location.  

Additionally, the health department asked that information on homebound individuals be posted 

on the Borough of Butler website.   

 

Tax Collectors Report –April 2021 – $2,332,153.26  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – April 2021 – $1,599, 904.63   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2021-46 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclamation Declaring June 2021 as Pride Month in the Borough of Butler  
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Fair Ballot Project – Does the County Line Matter  

The Mayor and Council discussed this; no action will be taken at this time.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2021-8 An Ordinance Appropriating $30,000 for the Purchase of Streets and Road 

Equipment from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked what is being purchased, Mr. Lampmann explained that 

the new plows and plow frames and a new salt wetting system are being purchased.  The bulk of 

this purchase is for snow removal.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion 

and adopt 2021-8  

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-9 An Ordinance Appropriating $64,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the 

Police Department from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion and 

adopt 2021-9  

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-10 An Ordinance Appropriating $25,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the 

Fire Department from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund 

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion and 

adopt 2021-10  
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Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-11 An Ordinance Appropriating $36,500 for the Improvements to Buildings and 

Grounds from the General Capital – Capital Improvement Fund and the Electric Utility 

Capital – Capital Improvement Fund  

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion and 

adopt 2021-11  

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-12 An Ordinance Appropriating $35,000 for the Improvements to the Sewer System 

from the General Capital – Reserve for Sewer Improvements  

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion and 

adopt 2021-12  

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-13 An Ordinance Providing for the Appropriation of $200,000 for the Improvement 

of Streets and Roads within the Borough of Butler from the General Capital – Capital 

Improvement Fund 

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know what roads will be improved with this funding.  

Councilman Fox noted that road inspection will take place on May 20, 2021 so the actual 

locations may be determined at that time.   
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Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion 

and adopt 2021-13  

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-14 Bond Ordinance – Am Ordinance Appropriating $375,000 therefor and 

Authorizing the Issuance of $225,000 in Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Financing Such 

Appropriation for the Construction of a New Garage for the Electric Utility 

Introduced: April 20, 2021 

Advertised: April 25, 2021 

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion and 

adopt 2021-14 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2021-47 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Calvi 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2021-48 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

* 2021-49 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

* 2021- 50 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application to Construct a New 

Playground/Recreation Area Behind One Ace Road 

* 2021-51 Chapter 159 Requesting Approval of the Addition of Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation from a Grant for the Municipal Alliance Committee  
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NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Application for Eric Gorecki to join the Butler Fire Department  

The Mayor and Borough Council unanimously approved the application. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way Mr. Norman wanted to know if the expenditures from the 

ordinances that were adopted this evening are coming out of tax dollars.  It was explained that 

the utilities, eg. water, electric would be taken out of their capital accounts, however, all the 

other items would come out of tax dollars.  Mr. Norman wanted to know if the monies received 

from the Federal government for COVID-19 relief.  Mr. Lampmann explained that those funds 

have not been received as Butler is a small community it will be distributed by the State of New 

Jersey who will determine what may or may not be charged to this funding.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis    

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:45 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 17, 2021  

___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: August 17, 2021   
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