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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Martinez who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those present to the 

meeting.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a moment of silent reflection for those 

who have passed including Alex Taggart. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Ryan Martinez, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Marc Piccirillo, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Christopher Woods from the office of the Borough Attorney and M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

May 18, 2021 Regular Council Meeting  

Moved: Fox       Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way approximately two months ago, Mr. Lampmann and 

Councilman Fox were going to inspect Borough roads to determine what roads needed repaving.  

Councilman Fox noted that approximately 7 to 8 roads will be paved, they are awaiting the 

estimate from Tilcon to determine how many of those roads will be paved, the majority of the 

roads will be side streets.  Regarding Park Place the entire intersection will be repaved perhaps 

by the end of September.  What is the status of Kiel Avenue repaving work that was supposed to 

begin on August 17?  This is a Morris County paving project and it will take some time for them 

to start.  Regarding the Ordinance No. 2021-19 sale of personal property located on Carey 

Avenue, it that adjacent to the former Lakeland Bank.  Council President Verdonik noted that the 

Borough does not need the property and with its sale, it will return to the tax rolls.        

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik finances are tracking well, COVID-19 expenses are mounting and 

the Borough is dealing with them.  The Economic Development Committee has their last concert 

on August 27, 2021.  The Bed race will be held on October 17, 2021.  The Recreation Committee 

has several upcoming events prior to the closing of Stonybrook please check their website. 

Spooky Stony is scheduled for Saturday, October 30, 2021.    
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Councilman Fox regarding Roads the Department of Public Works (DPW) is performing 

routine maintenance and street sweeping continues as needed.  Work on the Western Avenue 

improvements that include curbing, drainage and resurfacing, is ahead of schedule. The list of 

Borough roads being considered for repaving has been sent to the contractor, the Borough is 

waiting for the estimate.  Morris County will begin work on Kiel Avenue, from Boonton Avenue 

to Summit Avenue; the work will be drainage repairs and new Americans with Disabilities ramps 

and resurfacing.  Pothole repair was completed on various Borough streets.   

 

Councilman Regis the Butler Fire Department has responded to 127 alarms to date, 1 

department drill was conducted due to vacations.  The Butler Police Department reports there 

were 20 motor vehicle accidents, 3 driving under the influence 24 summonses were issued and 

the officers made 5 arrests for a variety of criminal offenses.  National Night Out was a success, 

he was unable to attend however, and Councilman Fox was able to report on this.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department customer service mark out requests and 

routine maintenance have been completed as needed.  On August 3, Department of Public Works 

employees responded to a water main break on Hamburg Turnpike, working all day and 

overnight to restore service to those customers affected.  The break appears to be the result of a 

malfunction of a pressure control valve, which has been repaired and returned to service.  

Emergency repairs were made on July 4 to water service on South Gifford Street and a water 

main break on Pearl Place, and another water main break on Belleview Avenue near the Public 

Works garage was repaired quickly on July 6.  In the Sewer department, routine maintenance and 

inspections were completed as needed in a timely manner.   

 

Councilman Meier the Electric Utility has continued to provide essential services for our 

customers.  The crews are still operating out of separate buildings and are assigned different jobs 

to keep them apart.  Tree trimming is ongoing; they continue to be busy with maintenance and 

repairs.  In Kinnelon, a pole was replaced and lines were transferred, crews also installed and 

energized new service, which included the installation of a 37.5 kva transformer and splitting 

loads to provide good voltage to multiple customers.  In Butler dead trees were removed, poles 

were moved at the Western Avenue project, upgrades were done from the intersection of Kiel 

Avenue to the intersection of Valley Road.  In Bloomingdale a weather related voltage complaint 

was addressed, upgrades were completed repairs were done.  Riverdale and West Milford were 

quiet for the month; all meters were read and recorded for the month.  Delinquent commercial 

accounts, customer complaints, and outage calls were handled in a timely fashion.  The Butler 

Museum will be open Tuesday, nights beginning on September 14, 2021 from 6:00 pm. to 8:00 

p.m. if successful it will be on alternating Tuesdays.  The Borough of Butler website now 

includes the museum.   

 

Councilman Piccirillo the Borough of Butler Board of Health does not meet during July and 

August.  The next Board of Health meeting will take place in September.     

 

Tax Collectors Report – July 2021 – $1,433,351.84   

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – July 2021 – $2,207,720.72     
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The Senior Citizen’s Advisory Committee met, they are hoping to get a bus trip for late October 

or early November.  The senior citizen’s holiday dinner will not be held this year, as they are 

concerned with the resurgence of COVID-19.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2021-73 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Borough of Woodland Park Resolution No. R 21-209 Call for Reinstatement of State and Local 

Tax Deduction (SALT) 

 

Resolution to be prepared for passage.     

 

Township of Hanover Resolution No. 144-2021 Resolution of the Township Committee of 

Hanover Urging All Public Officials Within Morris County and the State of New Jersey to 

Challenge Attempts to Purge Public Calendars of Holidays 

 

Resolution to be prepared for passage.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2021-18 An Ordinance Authorizing the Borough of Butler to Acquire a Non-Exclusive 

Easement and Right of Way for Access over Certain Real Property Located within the 

Borough in Order to Provide the Borough’s Municipal Facilities at One Ace Road with 

Pedestrian and Vehicular Ingress, Egress and Regress to and from Ace Road and Whitteck 

Street  

Introduced: July 20, 2021  

Advertised: July 28, 2021   

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed the public portion.    

 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2021-19 An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Personal Property Owned by the Borough 

of Butler (Block 27.01. Lot 12.02 – Carey Avenue) Not Required for Public Purposes 

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-13. Et. Seq.  

Public Hearing: September 7, 2021 
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Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2021-74 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2021-75 Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler Rejecting Bids for the 

Electric Department Pole Barn   

* 2021-76 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

* 2021-77 Resolution Requesting Approval for the Insertion of Items of Revenue and 

Appropriation Pursuant to NJS 40A:4-87 (Body Worn Camera Grant)  

 

NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to know if the Carey Avenue property is a buildable lot.  

Councilman Fox explained that it a buildable lot, but any building would be very small due to its 

proximity to the stream; however, it may be used as a parking area.   

 

EJ Cusano, Guenter Street wanted to know if the current paving project on Kiel Avenue would 

include sidewalks on Summit Avenue.  Councilman Fox explained that it is a Morris County 

project so it is limited to Kiel Avenue.  Council President Verdonik noted that they will look at 

the roadway at a later date and then canvas the homeowners if they want sidewalks, if more than 

50% agree then the project would proceed.  

 

Linda Hicks, 9 Ace Road asked if the Construction Trailer could be removed that is on 

Whitteck Street.  Ms. O’Keefe will contact the building owner and ask for it to be removed.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak a motion was made to close this public portion. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:25 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 21, 2021  

          
       ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: September 21, 2021   
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