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The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor 

Alviene who indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.   

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Alviene, Councilman Fox, Councilman Meier, Councilman Regis, 

Councilman Travers and Council President Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk  

 

Absent: Councilman Calvi 

 

Resolution No. 2019-92 Resolution Authorizing a Contract Between the Borough of Butler 

and TVScreenads, LLC  

Motion: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis Travers, and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Calvi 

Moved: Travers       Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

Discussion 

Owen Kruger Eagle Scout Project at Butler Municipal Building Playground  
Mr. Kruger is present this evening to request approval from the Mayor and Council to add 

benches to the playground area in the Municipal Building Parking lot to add a reading area.  He 

inspected the area in question and determined that the area by the playground would be a good 

location, so parents may read and watch their children on the playground equipment.  He would 

like to refurbish the existing benches, perhaps through power washing and wire brushing, and 

then relocate them, afterwards; he would like to install two new benches to the left of the 

playground next to a new area with pavers for stroller parking.  Should any funding remain he 

would like to repair the fencing behind the playground as some of it has collapsed.  As he 

explained, funding will come from donations of money and material with labor from fellow 

scouts.  Remaining funds will be donated to the library for books or programs.  He estimates the 

cost will be $2,500.00.  The anticipated start date will be determined once all approvals are 

received, however, he estimates March 31, 2020, with completion approximately June 2020.  

The Mayor and Council approved the project and thanked him for coming.   

 

Speed Limit on Hamburg Turnpike Mr. Lampmann explained that there are steps that need to 

be followed to justify lowering the speed limit one of which is a traffic count.  At the current 

time the studies only justify lowering the speed limit to 35 mph.  The consensus of the Borough 
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Council was the speed limit be lowered to 35 mph.  An ordinance will be prepared for 

introduction at the October 15, 2019 Regular Council meeting.    

 

Changes to the Fire Department Ordinance Mr. Lampmann explained that this was received 

after the September Council Workshop Meeting.  The Council received the requested changes to 

the ordinance for review; this ordinance completely changes the structure of the department.  

Mayor Alviene asked if this was a decision of the whole department or a committee of some sort.  

Councilman Regis stated that he was told that the whole department had seen the ordinance.  Mr. 

Lampmann suggested that the Mayor and Council receive documentation from the Fire 

Department that a department wide vote was held and they are in agreement with these changes.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that these changes would not affect the social side of the Butler Fire 

Department.  These changes would allow for a greater pool of officers as some companies may 

not have as many members who have completed training.  Council President Verdonik asked if 

the Public Safety Committee could meet with the members of the Fire Department to determine 

the consensus of the members.   

 

Steve DePascale, President of the Butler Fire Department stated that the ordinance as a whole 

has never been presented to the members; at this point, they have seen bits and pieces.  He would 

like to see some kind of a poll; he stated the members of his company are all against it.  He stated 

that only nine people are qualified to be officers and that classes have never been offered since 

Chief Neill was in office.  Mr. Lampmann explained that courses are given on a regular basis at 

the academy, he also stated if the officers are not adequately trained in accordance with the 

current ordinance should legal action commence the Butler Fire Department would not be the 

defendant it would be the Borough of Butler.  Mr. Lampmann noted that only the active 

members should be voting, not people who may not have shown up for years.  Mr. DePascale 

noted that he has removed members who have not met the requirements for membership.  Mayor 

Alviene and the Council are in consensus that only active members, should be able to vote on the 

ordinance.  Perhaps a meeting should be held of all the members and the ordinance be distributed 

to all the active members and a vote taken with the results being given to the Mayor and Council.  

Mr. Lampmann will reach out to Chief Finelli with the Mayor and Council suggestions.    

 

OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time.  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked for an update regarding the road grinder suggestion he 

made previously for Borough roads.  Councilman Fox noted that while it is a good idea, it would 

not work for the Borough.  Mr. Norman stated that he recently took a trip to Blairstown using 

local roads, he noted after he passed through Sparta roadwork has been done, he noted that the 

patches were the smoothest he had ever encountered, he felt that the road felt as though it was 

original pavement.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak a motion was made to close the public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 
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All in favor.  

 

Resolution No. 2019-93 Closed Session – Personnel – Steven DePascale and Tax Appeal – 

PVC Corporation – 151 Kiel Avenue   

Motion: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis Travers, and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

 

Motion to return to Open Session: 

Motion: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis Travers, and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

 

Resolution No. 2019-94 Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the 2017-2019 Blue 

Collar Labor Contract  

Motion: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Regis Travers, and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi 

 

Motion to adjourn  

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:45 p.m. 

 

Adopted: October 15, 2019      

        
       ____________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 15, 2019 
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