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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Council President Edwin Vath, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik, Councilwoman Judith Woop 

Absent: Councilman Robert Meier 
 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; M. Murphy, Borough Attorney; and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

October 18, 2011 Regular Council Meeting (Absent-Councilwoman Woop) 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath – reported the Board of Health conducted a child health clinic on October 24, 

2011; six children scheduled, five children were examined.  2012 child health clinic dates are being 

planned currently scheduled to continue on a monthly basis on the fourth Monday.  A survey is being 

conducted with Morris County School nurses to report absences on Tuesdays to determine 

percentages of influenza like illnesses; the goal is to have representative samplings from both the 

County and Municipalities.  The Board of Health meeting will be held on November 9, in the 

Conference room.  Finance – two resolutions are on the tonights’ agenda: a transfer resolution to 

cover storm cleanup and additional gasoline costs because of the storm; a bond anticipation notes 

resolution for water improvements for $425,000. 

 

Councilman Fox – punch list items of the Kakeout Road project are 99% complete, guardrail needs 

to be installed, awaiting delivery and installation of guardrail to complete the project prior to the end 

of the year.  Paving will be done on Bartholdi Avenue November 10 and 11.  Work has commenced 

on Struble Avenue, Councilman Verdonik to provide additional information.   

 

Councilman Regis noted that Fire procedures are being reviewed, nothing finalized as of yet.  The 

Fire Department Halloween party was a success; the storm resulted in increased police calls.  At the 

request of Councilman Meier, Councilman Regis reported on the following Electric Utility has 

12,000 customers 6,500 were without electricity due to the storm and it took approximately 5 days 

for the complete restoration of electricity.  The workers did a great job, considering the amount of 

work that was involved with downed trees and electrical poles.   



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       November 7, 2011 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        2 

 
 

Councilwoman Woop was in agreement with Councilman Regis regarding the success of the 

Halloween party, the firefighters involved did a fabulous job with the food.  It was a wonderful 

demonstration of community involvement and such a great idea for purposes of safety and to 

celebrate Halloween.  Additionally, she attended the Grand Falloons Science show at the Aaron 

Decker School the show was educational and wonderful for the children that attended.  The Girl 

Scouts completed the planting at Butler Park just prior to the storm.  The tree trimming the electric 

utility performs on a regular basis might have mitigated the damage from the storm.  

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that the water main on Struble Lane is halfway complete, once tests 

are completed changeover to begin, work to begin on the second portion at the start of the 

changeover.  The storm created a delay, which necessitated the project, being done in two sections.  

Fall flushing is continuing right now, limited amounts of rust in the water with the addition of the 

new chemical.   

 

Mr. Lampmann clarified that residents on Bartholdi Avenue were informed of the road paving on 

November 10 and 11 to lessen the inconvenience with school being closed.  Our garbage hauler has 

taken some of the storm debris today, and, the chipper is going around town and chipping all day, so 

people must have patience they will be completing the job.   Today he met with FEMA and they 

reviewed the storm damage, the Borough if trying to get a declaration from Morris County for FEMA 

reimbursement eligibility. 

 

Mr. Murphy noted that he was happy to be here, he also noted that we had filed a tariff for the TEFA 

it will amount to a .01 reduction per kilowatt, TEFA will be phased out by 2014.  Initially this was a 

tax, it evolved into a revenue source for the state, Mr. Lampmann clarified how TEFA works and that 

Dave Evans of Nisivoccia, LLP will be doing the filing on behalf of the Borough. 

 

Mayor Alviene noted that the Veterans Day celebration was held at Richard Butler School he 

attended along with Council President Vath and Councilwoman Woop; it was a nice event and was 

worthwhile.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – October 2011 – $2,612,226.42 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. –October 2011 – $3,085,568.33 

 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2011-107 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath      Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Woop, Verdonik, Regis, Fox and Vath 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-107 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Reminder Letter from Borough Clerk to Recording Secretary - Kinney Hose for list of Eligible 

Voters for Fire Chief  

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that a letter be forwarded from the Council to the Fire Department to 

devise an improved and uniform system of tracking percentages for all four companies, this new 

system would be in effect on January 1, 2012.  Prior to implementation in January, the details of the 

new procedure are given to the Public Safety committee for review prior to the December Council 

meeting.  Additionally, attendance reports are forwarded to the Borough Clerk on a quarterly basis so 

that any issues are addressed quickly.  Next Kinney Hose must provide another name for Chief as the 

name provided is on suspension; therefore, they are ineligible for the position.  Notice is to be 

provided in writing of the new candidates name to the Public Safety committee no later than 

November 21, 2011.  Councilman Verdonik asked that we strive for consistency in attendance 

reporting.  The Mayor concurred with the decisions of the Public Safety committee.   

 

Various letters received from Saint Anthony’s regarding the recent science show sponsored by the 

Borough.  The Mayor noted that it was nice that the children enjoyed it.  

 

 

E-Mail of November 1, 2011 from Donald Turner commending the Department of Public Works and 

Electric Utility for work done during the Snow Storm: 

  

“This weekend’s snow storm was one of the worst in many years. As of today many homes in various 

towns are still with out power. On Sunday a large tree branch fell on the power lines on Arch St. cutting 
power to most of the homes, mine included. I called the police desk and they were aware of the situation. 
Within an hour and a half the public works dept sent two workers to make the repair and within two hrs 
the power was restored. GREAT JOB! Many thanks to all the public works employees. “ 
 
Mr. Lampmann noted for the record that we are receiving many letters commending the job done by the 
Borough during the Snow Storm.  
 

 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 

2011-20 ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 191 (SEWERS)  

Moved:  Vath       Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Woop  

Voted Nay: None 

Public Hearing December 20, 2011 

 

Mr. Lampmann noted for the record that there has not been a sewer rate increase since January 2005; 

costs have increased with the passage of more rules and regulations by the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection.  The increase will result in an additional $20.80 yearly per 20,000 gallons, 

effective January 2012.   
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ORDINANCES FOR ADOPTION 

2011-19 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 108 AND 119-2 FEES (LIQUOR LICENSING, 

DOG LICENSING, CERTIFIED COPIES OF VITAL RECORDS AND PHOTOCOPYING FEES)  

Introduced October 18, 2011 

Advertised October 23, 2011 

 

Public Hearing on this ordinance and this ordinance only was opened to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward, Mr. Fox closed the public hearing on this ordinance and this ordinance 

 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Woop, Verdonik, Regis, Fox and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

2011-19 Ordinance adopted.   

 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

R 2011-108 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT  

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Woop  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-108 approved. 

 

R 2011-109 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Woop 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-109 approved. 

 

R 2011-110 RELEASING A PERFORMANCE BOND AND ACCEPTING A 

MAINTENANCE BOND FROM REIVAX CONTRACTING CORPORATION FOR THE 

BARTHOLDI AVENUE WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS  

Moved:  Verdonik       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Woop, Verdonik, Regis, Fox and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-110 approved. 
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R 2011-111 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND THE BUTLER FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR 

THE USE SHARING AND STORAGE OF EQUIPMENT FOR CATASTROPHIC EVENT 

RESPONSE  

Moved: Regis       Second: Woop 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Woop 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Vath (as an employee of Morris County Council President Vath abstained) 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-111 approved. 

Mr. Lampmann explained that the equipment is for use by all municipalities in Morris County.  Any 

operational and or repairs that need to be performed are the responsibility of Morris County.   

 

R 2011-112 AUTHORIZING BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES NOT TO EXCEED $425,000 

FOR WATER IMPROVEMENTS  

Moved:  Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Woop, Verdonik, Regis, Fox and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-112 approved. 

Councilman Verdonik clarified that the monies to repay these notes will come directly from the 

Water Utility with no increase in taxes. 

 

R 2011-113 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

Moved:  Vath       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Vath, Fox, Regis, Verdonik and Woop 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-113 approved. 

Mr. Lampmann noted that gasoline prices have increased, which resulted in shortages in various 

budgets due to an extremely hard winter and the impact of both Hurricane Irene and the October 

snowstorm.   

 

R 2011-114 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR THE BUTLER MUSEUM 

STRUCTURAL STABILIZATION CONTRACT  

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Woop, Verdonik, Regis, Fox and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Meier 

R 2011-114 approved. 

Mr. Lampmann clarified that the Borough is only responsible for 20% of the total change order 

amount of $30,868.00 or approximately $6,000.00.   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Executive Session is required, the public hearing will be held and then executive session. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to go into closed session by Fox, second by Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to open session by Fox, second by Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved:  Fox      Second: Regis 

Yes all 

 

Adjournment:  

 

Adopted:  December 20, 2011 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       MAYOR ROBERT W. ALVIENE 

 

Attest: 

 
 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: December 20, 2011 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2011-107 

 

AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

RESOLUTION THAT THE BILLS AS ATTACHED AND PRESENTED BY THE FINANCE 

OFFICER AND APPROVED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE BE AUTHORIZED FOR 

PAYMENT 

 

MOVED: Vath 

SECOND: Fox 

VOTED AYE: Woop, Verdonik, Regis, Fox and Vath 

(Vath abstained on Fire Department Bills) 

VOTED NAY: None 

Absent: Meier 

 

         
 ________________________________ 

        ROBERT W. ALVIENE, MAYOR 

 

 

Attest: 11/7/11 

 
Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 

 

Dated: 11/7/11 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-20 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 191 OF THE REVISED  

GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

AND PROVIDING FOR WASTEWATER CHARGES AND FEES 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, County of 

Morris, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. Section 191-20 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler entitled 

“Sewer Rates” shall be amended by the following revisions to Subsections C, D, E, F and 

G, which shall read in their entirety as follows: 

 

C. For users within the Borough of Butler who are not supplied by a metered 

water system, there will be a flat annual sewer charge of Four Hundred Thirty 

Two Dollars and Fifty Cents ($432.50) per year. 

 

D. For users outside the Borough of Butler who are not supplied by a metered 

water system, there will be a flat annual sewer charge of Eight Hundred Sixty 

Five Dollars and Zero Cents ($865.00) per year. 

 

E. For all users of the sewer system outside the Borough of Butler who are 

serviced by a metered water supply system, the base rate shall be determined by 

the meter size of the water supply pipe as follows: 

 

               Size of Meter          Annual Base 

       (inches)                  Rate 

5/8   $     432.50 

3/4   $     623.70 

1   $     997.90 

1 1/2    $  2328.50 

2   $  3991.70 

3   $  8316.00 

4   $14,969.00 

6   $29,938.00 

 

F. The sewer rate based upon a metered water supply shall be Six Dollars and Ten 

Cents ($6.10) per one thousand (1,000) gallons of water supplied to the user as 

determined from the meter readings of the fourth quarter of the previous year and 

the first quarter of the succeeding year, using these quarters as the basis for also 

billing the second and third quarters of each year. 

 

G. The charges for sewer service shall be made in quarterly bills rendered in the 

month of January, April, July and October following each quarter for which sewer 
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service has been supplied and shall be due and payable on the date the bill is 

rendered. 

 

2. Section 191-20.1 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler, entitled 

“Security Deposit for Sewer Service”, shall be repealed and marked as RESERVED for 

future use. 

 

3. Section 191-20.2 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler, entitled 

“Sewer Line Cleaning and Inspection Services”, shall be amended to read in its entirety 

as follows: 

 

A. There are hereby established charges for the cleaning and inspection of 

sanitary sewer lines outside the limits of the Borough of Butler. 

 

1. Sewer jet vac truck: $140 per hour. 

2. Operation of jet vac: $60 per hour. 

3. Laborer: $60 per hour. 

 

B. The above charges are for an eight-hour work period. Time in addition to that 

period will be billed at a time-and-one-half rate. Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 

will also be billed at time and one-half. Outside normal business hours at time and 

one-half and holidays are billed at two times the specified hourly rates. 

 

4. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any Court of 

competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this 

Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared invalid shall be 

inseparable from the remainder of any portion thereof.   

 

5. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

6. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication in the 

manner provided by law. 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER  

RESOLUTION NO. R 2011-110 

 

 

RELEASE OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE AND ACCEPTING MAINTENANCE 

BOND POSTED BY REIVAX CONTRACTING FOR THE BARTHOLDI AVENUE 

WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, Reivax Contracting Corporation posted a performance guarantee,  

Argonaut Insurance Company Bond No. SUR0014117 in the amount of $257,982.00 to 

guarantee the completion of certain improvements in connection with the Bartholdi Avenue 

Water Main Improvements; and 

 

WHEREAS, Paul Darmofalski, Municipal Engineer, recommended, in an email dated 

October 14, 2011 that the performance guarantee Performance Bond No. SUR0014117 in the 

amount of $257,982.00 be released and Maintenance Bond No. SUR0014117MB in the amount 

of $42,020.80 be accepted effective November 7, 2011. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Butler, County of Morris, State of New Jersey that Argonaut Insurance Company Bond No. 

SUR0014117 be in the same are hereby released effective November 7, 2011 and Argonaut 

Insurance company Bond No. SUR00114117MB be accepted.   
 

Adopted: November 7, 2011 

 

 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: November 7, 2011 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R2011-111 

 

AUTHORIZING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE 

BOROUGH OF BUTLER FIRE DEPARTMENT AND THE COUNTY OF MORRIS FOR 

THE USE, SHARING AND STORAGE OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES FOR 

CATASTROPHIC EVENT RESPONSE 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler Fire Department and the County of Morris have 

expressed interest in entering into a memorandum of understanding for the shared use of a 

decontamination unit that was purchased by the County of Morris using grant funds received 

from the State of New Jersey; and  

 

WHEREAS, the grant funds were allocated to enable local responders to purchase 

Homeland Security equipment such as decontamination equipment and to deploy such 

equipment in a manner to best respond to terrorist incidents and other calamities; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler Fire Department will provide safe and secure climate 

controlled indoor storage for the equipment in exchange for usage; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Butler Mayor and 

Council as follows: 

 

1. The Mayor and Council hereby authorize the execution of a memorandum of 

understanding between the Borough of Butler Fire Department and the County of 

Morris for the storage and use of the decontamination equipment.  

 

2. A copy of the executed memorandum of understanding shall be on file in the 

office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

Approved: 

       
      ___________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor  

Attest: 

 
____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated:  November 7, 2011 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

TRANSFER RESOLUTION 2011-113 
 

WHEREAS, transfers are permitted between budget appropriations during the last two months of 

the fiscal year: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in the County of Morris, 

New Jersey, that transfers between 2011 Budget Appropriations be made as follows: 

  

 Current Fund  

 Title     From    To 

 Engineering    $  5,000  

 Garbage & Trash Removal OE  $  5,000 

 Police S&W    $11,400 

 Mayor & Council OE      $50 

 MEL JIF Liability      $25 

 MEL JIF Workers Comp.     $25 

 Emergency Management OE     $500 

 Fire Department S&W      $1,500 

 Gasoline       $15,000 

 Temporary Disability      $200 

 Bloomingdale Water OE     $4,100    

     _______      _______ 

 Total Current Fund Transfers             $21,400   $21,400 

 

Electric Utility 

 Title     From    To 

 Administration OE   $400 

 MEL JIF Liability      $400 

      _______  _______ 

Total Electric Utility Transfers  $400   $400 

 

Adopted: November 7, 2011 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 
 

________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: November 7, 2011 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R2011-114 

 

AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 

FOR THE BUTLER MUSEUM STRUCTURAL STABILIZATION CONTRACT 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler authorized an agreement with Precision Building & 

Construction, Inc. on August 8, 2011 for the Structural Stabilization of the Butler Railroad 

Station in the amount of $327,416.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Architect for the project, Thomas B. Connolly, has determined that a 

change order  should be approved to allow for additional structural repairs beyond those 

contained in the original contract (See attached change order); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body has approved said change order; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Change Order #1 be approved for the 

additional items as detailed in Change Order One in an amount not to exceed $30,868.00. 

 

Approved: 

          
     _______________________________ 

      ROBERT W. ALVIENE, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 
____________________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated:  November 7, 2011 
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R 2011-114 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler on the 7
th

 day of 

November 2011, that: 

 

1. Prior to conclusion of the business meeting, the Borough Council shall meet in Executive 

Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as permitted 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 

 

(  )  B. (1) Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law  

or State statute or rule of court. 

 

(  ) B. (2) A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to  

  receive funds from the Government of the United States. 

 

(  ) B. (3) A matter the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion  

   of individual privacy. 

 

(  ) B. (4) A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 

 

(  ) B. (5) Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates  

   or investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the  

   public interest if disclosed. 

 

(  ) B. (6) Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of  

   the public, if disclosure would impact such protection.  Investigation  

   of violations of the law. 

 

(X) B. (7) Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in  

   Subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client  

   privilege. 

 

(  ) B. (8) Personnel matters. 

 

(  ) B. (9) Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties. 

 

2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to 

the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s). 

 

 

Moved: Fox      Second: Regis 
 


