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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Council President Edwin Vath, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and 

Councilman Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer; 

R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

April 24, 2012 Regular Meeting and May 1, 2012 Workshop Meeting. 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None   

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Jonathan D. Smith, 11 Manning Avenue, a Butler resident since 1997, a basketball coach for 

Bloomingdale and Butler Recreation, and the Catholic Youth Organization basketball program of 

Saint Anthony’s.  He is before the Council this evening to ask for a municipal basketball court; 

previously a court existed by the football field, however the court was removed with the 

renovations to the field.  The children currently play in the street or in a private driveway or 

going to Delazier Field in Bloomingdale to Delazier Field; this is quite a hike for the children, as 

they have to cross numerous busy streets.  Mr. Lampmann explained that demolition is scheduled 

for Decker House adjacent to Butler High School; a portion of the property will be used for 

student parking expansion along with the creation of basketball courts.  Councilman Verdonik 

explained that the demolition is scheduled for late May early June and he should have more 

details after the next meeting, he asked that Mr. Smith provide his contact information so he can 

update him on the status.  Council President Vath responded Mr. Smith may contact Mr. 

Cardinale, Superintendent of Butler Schools for a time frame the project.   

 

Sherry Bednarz-Mosier, 62 Arch Street, asked when the closing would take place for the 

transfer of the Arch Street property.  Mr. Lampmann explained the documents will be signed this 

evening and forwarded to Steve Urban of the Passaic River Coalition by the end of the week for 

signing and filing 
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Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear noted that the Board of Health at its meeting decided that no change would 

occur regarding Chapter 247 of the Board of Health section of the code.  The Public Health 

Nurse reported on the April 14, annual blood analysis 18 residents scheduled 15 were seen.  

Woman’s health screening, 7 scheduled, 5 were seen.  Recently there were reports of pertussis in 

the area however, none occurred in Butler. 

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility noting that tree trimming is ongoing, new 

poles were set in Kinnelon, feeder line upgrade work on Kiel Avenue to begin shortly.  Poles are 

being framed; spacer cable will be run on Kiel Avenue to improve the reliability between the 

Kinnelon Kiel Avenue circuit and the Smoke Rise circuit.  Van Dam Avenue feeder line upgrade 

is complete and all the transfers are done.  In Riverdale new 200 amp three phase service was 

installed on Route 23S.  In Butler 900 amp bypass switches were installed on the Boonton 

Avenue circuit, allowing bypass without interruption, should it be required.  Pole replacement is 

complete on Carey Avenue.  Councilman Meier wanted to commend Jeff Ricker, Electric Utility 

for his heroic efforts, while passing the Harmon Parking Lot Mr. Ricker noticed a woman with a 

head wound, she had fallen and injured her head, he provided minor first aid; and then contacted 

Butler Police for assistance.  Mr. Ricker continuing on his way while passing Butler Park he 

noticed a woman frantically clearing her car out as it was on fire.  He called Butler Police, for 

fire department assistance to extinguish the blaze and proceeded on his way.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reported that the sewers on Arch Street and Manning Avenue had a 

camera inspection performed; the Engineer is preparing reports for any repair work required.  

Funding for repairs is from an $80,000 Community Development Block Grant.  The New Jersey 

Department of Environmental Protection has recently amended water regulations ongoing work 

at the treatment plant is being done, therefore a consultant is needed to ascertain what work 

needs to be done to adhere to the new regulations, without spending funds needlessly.   

 

Councilman Regis noted the Public Safety Committee met recently and several items were 

discussed with no decision reached additional discussion is required.  More information and a 

report may be available at the next meeting.    

 

Councilman Fox noted that a Roads meeting was held on May 1, preliminary information was 

gathered regarding the most pressing roads that need repair and or resurfacing.  The Borough 

Engineer is reviewing the list and will supply cost estimates, decisions will be made based on 

funds available as to which projects chosen with cost being a prime factor as funds are limited 

and the supplies are costly.  Projects chosen should be available at the June Council Meeting. 
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Council President Vath on the 2012 Municipal Budget being deferred from the April 24, 2012 

meeting, to tonight the budget has been reviewed by the State and is scheduled for a vote at this 

meeting.   

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that the search for a replacement for Edward Becker, Department of Public 

Works Superintendent has concluded; by unanimous decision, the candidate chosen is Joseph 

Niosi who will start on May 29, 2012.  Though the process was lengthy, there were 30 resumes, 

with 12 interviewees prior to the final decision.  Mayor Alviene noted for the record that the 

committee approach works well in the hiring process.   

 

Mayor Alviene asked Councilman Regis about the Lieutenant’s position in the Police 

Department.  Councilman Regis noted that there is some movement however, there are other 

factors that need to be taken into account, and he deferred any additional questions to Mr. 

Lampmann.  Mr. Lampmann noted that there is an individual that has the opportunity to take a 

makeup exam if desired however, to date no notification has been received as to whether or not 

they will take the makeup exam.  Mr. Lampmann is unaware if there is a specific time frame and 

if so what that time frame might be.  Due to extenuating circumstances, the Civil Service 

Commission has granted the individual the opportunity to take the makeup exam, however the 

Borough is waiting for a decision.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – April 2012 – $2,253,689.11 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – April 2012 – $2,145,133.40 

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-46 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Vath and Meier. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-46 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2012-3 AN ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW SECTION TO CHAPTER 143, SECTION 

179, SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION REGULATING THE INSTALLATION OF 

SOLAR PANELS  

Mr. Lampmann explained that this is a safety issue and was recommended by the Fire Inspector.   

Moved: Regis        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Public Hearing June 19, 2012  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S) 

 

R 2012-41 RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

This resolution was carried from the April 24, 2012 meeting, as the State had not reviewed the 

budget.  The state has reviewed the budget and no changes were made by the State to the 2012 

Municipal budget.  Public hearing for the 2012 Budget was held on April 24, 2012 Budget. 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-41 approved. 

 

R 2012-47 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-42 approved. 

 

R 2012-48 RESOLUTION APPOINTING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR AS 

CERTIFYING OFFICER FOR PARTICIPATION BY THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER IN 

THE STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PLAN FOR HEALTH INSURANCE AND 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE  

Mr. Lampmann explained that research was being done into alternatives to the current insurance 

carrier, as such; the State Health Benefits plan is the most advantageous.  The plan requires that a 

certifying officer be named; Mr. Lampmann will be the certifying officer allowing him to sign 

the applications beginning the transfer to the new plan.   

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-48 approved. 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

Sherry Bednarz-Mosier, 62 Arch Street read a statement into the record: 

 

“For the past few years, seven to be exact, I’ve been attending Council Meetings in Butler and I 

can’t help but notice a pattern of members ignoring rules and regulations.  I noticed that 

sometimes Council members that are members of certain committees, whether it be the fire 

department, health department, planning board chose to follow only rules and regulations when it 

benefits them and ignore rules that don’t fit in their agenda.  I believe there are many times when 

there is a conflict of interest to Council members make decisions and they are not in the best 

interest of the people in the town.  When I’ve asked to talk about these issues during Council 

meetings I have been shut down.  As a community advocate I would like the Mayor and Council 

to consider asking Councilman Meier to step down because of his involvement in certain matters 

involving the Police and the Fire Department.” 
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Mayor Alviene asked Ms. Bednarz-Mosier for clarification regarding the matters she is referring 

to: 

 

Ms. Bednarz-Mosier responded that he (Councilman Meier) brought his son to the fire on Morse 

Avenue, there has been a lot of advertisement and a lot of stuff in the newspapers it doesn’t look 

good he there is a conflict here.   

 

Mayor Alviene asked for an explanation regarding the Morse Avenue fire to which Ms. Bednarz-

Mosier stated this was not hearsay, additionally she stated that Mr. W. Meier would not step 

down when asked by the Fire Chief.  Mayor Alviene noted that the Fire Chief should be present 

to respond to these statements, as is his right.   

 

Councilman Meier noted that he did not bring his son to the fire; he brought his wife as they 

were shopping at Lowe’s and he called in the fire.  He also stated that the facts as set forth by 

Ms. Bednarz-Mosier were incorrect.  

 

Mayor Alviene noted that the Fire Chief should be allowed to provide his account of the matter 

in question as that would be fair.   

 

Mr. Woods concurred with the Mayor and Council that the Fire Chief be granted the opportunity 

to provide his account of the incident in question.  

 

Marilyn Kelly, 57 Myrtle Avenue questioned if there is a committee regarding traffic as she 

feels there are a few intersections in Butler that should be evaluated.  In particular the 

intersection at Park Place and Kiel Avenue even though they currently have stop signs, has the 

placement of a traffic light been considered at this location, she feels that this is a really 

dangerous intersection as there is a business that seems to be adding to the traffic at this location.   

 

Mayor Alviene explained that Traffic is part of the Police Department, Councilman Regis stated 

the Police Department would be notified, do a study, and report to the Public Safety committee 

with the results.  Mayor Alviene noted that putting in a traffic signal requires State approval and 

at the location Morris County would need to be involved as this is a County road.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the 

meeting be closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:42 p.m. 
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Adopted:  June 19, 2012 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: June 19, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE # 2012-3 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER, CHAPTER 143-

179, “ZONING”, TO CREATE NEW SECTION 143-179, “SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION” 

TO REGULATE THE INSTALLATION OF SOLAR PANELS 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler has determined that the purpose of 

this ordinance is to promote the safe, effective and efficient use of solar panels; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler has determined that it is necessary to 

establish requirements for the installation of solar panels within the Borough of Butler; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board for the Borough of Butler has approved this ordinance for 

inclusion in the Borough Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler, is authorized to pass this Ordinance;  

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler, County of Morris, State 

of New Jersey, new Section 179, Solar Panel Installation, is hereby added to Chapter 143, Zoning, of the 

Code of the Borough of Butler as follows: 

 

SECTION 179. Chapter 143. 

 

A.  Definitions.  

 

(i) Solar energy system- a solar energy system and all associated equipment which converts 

solar energy into usable electrical energy, heats water or produces hot air or other similar 

function through the use of solar panels. 

(ii) Solar Panels- a structure containing one or more receptive cells, the purpose of which is 

to convert solar energy into usable electrical energy by way of a solar energy system.  

 

B.  Purpose.   

 

The purpose of this section is to establish requirements for the installation of solar panels within 

the Borough of Butler.  

 

 

 

 

 

C.  Permit Requirements.  
 

(i) Before any solar panel may be installed, plans for such installation shall be submitted to 

the Butler Building Department and Butler Fire Department officials. No solar panel shall 

be installed without a permit issued by the Borough.  
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(ii) The design of the solar panel system shall conform to all applicable industry standards 

including the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code, the National Electric Code and the 

Butler Building Code and Zoning Regulations. The applicant shall submit certificates of 

design compliance obtained by the equipment manufacturer from a certified organization 

and any such design shall be certified by an Engineer registered in the State of New 

Jersey. The manufacturer specifications shall be submitted as part of the application.  

 

D.  Installation Requirements.  

 

(i) Solar panels shall be permitted as a rooftop installation in any zoning district. A roof-

mounted system may be mounted on a principal building or accessory building.  

 

(ii) Roof-mounted solar panels shall be mounted parallel to the roof angle and shall not 

exceed a height of 12 inches above the rooftop.  

 

(iii) A roof-mounted solar panel that is mounted on a flat roof may be angled to achieve 

maximum sun exposure but shall not exceed 5 feet above the roof. No such mounted 

solar panel shall exceed the maximum permitted height of the structure. 

 

(iv) All roof-mounted panels shall be installed at least 3 feet from the roof edges.  

 

(v) Roof mounted solar panels shall not be permitted on the front roof of a structure which 

faces a street, except as permitted below. This requirement shall also apply to the side 

street of a corner lot. Solar panels shall be located on a rear-or-side-facing roof, as 

viewed from any adjacent street, unless such installation is proven to be ineffective or 

impossible. The removal of potential obstructions such as interceding vegetation shall not 

be sufficient cause for permitting a front-facing installation. Front-facing installation may 

be permitted in accordance with the following provisions:  

 

(a) Applicant must present valid reasons to the building official as to why a front roof is 

the only effective or possible means for utilizing solar energy on the property. Such 

information shall be certified by a professional deemed qualified by the Building 

Department and reviewed by the Borough Engineer and any other Professional that 

the Borough deems necessary; and 

 

(b) Solar panels must be flush mounted to the roof.   

 

(c) An applicant may appeal a denial of the Building Department to allow solar panels 

on a front roof to the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  

 

(vi) Solar panels shall be placed such that concentrated solar radiation or glare shall not be 

directed onto nearby properties, businesses, residential homes or roadways.  

 

(vii) All exterior electrical lines must be painted a color scheme that matches as closely as 

reasonably possible the color of the structure and adjacent materials.   

 

(viii) An external disconnect switch, which is clearly identified and unobstructed, shall be 

provided.  
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(ix) Signage identifying the use of solar panels shall be posted at an easily visible location. 

The signage shall clearly state the name, address and telephone number of the vendor 

authorized to deactivate the solar panel system in the case of an emergency.  

 

(x) In addition to the required signage, property owners shall provide the Borough Fire 

Official with a map illustrating the location of the disconnect switch, as well as any 

information regarding the vendor authorized to deactivate the solar panel. 

 

(xi) Marking is required on all interior and exterior direct conduit, raceway, enclosures, cable 

assemblies and junction boxes to alert the Fire Service to avoid cutting them.  

 

(xii) Ground mounted solar energy systems shall not be located in the front or side yards and 

shall have side and rear yard set backs of no less than 20 feet. No part of the ground 

mounted solar energy system shall exceed 7 feet in height.  

 

 SECTION 2 

 

All other sections of Chapter 143 shall remain in full force and effect except as modified herein. 

 

 SECTION 3 
 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication as required by law.  

           

 

Introduced: May 15, 2012 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: May 15, 2012 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION #R2012-48 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR AS 

CERTIFYING OFFICER FOR PARTICIPATION BY THE BOROUGH OF 

BUTLER IN THE STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PLAN FOR HEALTH 

INSURANCE AND PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFITS   

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler provides Health Insurance and Prescription Drug Benefits to 

both Active and Retired Employees and would like to enroll in the State of New Jersey Health Benefits 

Plan; and  

 

WHEREAS, the enrollment procedure requires a certifying officer who is authorized to sign the 

attached two resolutions and chart required for enrollment and any additional documentation that may be 

necessary during the course of enrollment; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler, 

in the County of Morris and State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler hereby appoint, James Lampmann, 

Borough Administrator as the Certifying Officer to administer the program for the 

Borough of Butler.   

2. This resolution takes effect immediately with coverage effective on September 1, 2012 or 

as soon thereafter as may be effectuated pursuant to the statutes and regulations. 

 

Adopted: May 15, 2012 

 

 

          
       ______________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
___________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Date: May15, 2012 
 

 

 

 

 


