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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin 

Vath  

 

ALSO, PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; C. Woods from the office of the Borough 

Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to commend all the Borough Employees for the exemplary job done during 

Hurricane Sandy, noting that power is restored to 99% of our customers, the other 1% of customers 

require work by an electrician prior to power restoration.  Additionally, the Butler Fire Department 

worked tirelessly to keep the Borough Employees fed so they could continue to work non-stop.  Mr. 

Lampmann confirmed the Mayors comments that most of the area has been restored with the exception of 

some streets in the Smoke Rise section of Kinnelon, or homes where the service was detached from the 

home and awaiting an electrician to reattach the lines, once reattached power restoration may be 

completed.  However, by and large our customers are in better shape than many other municipalities in 

Morris County.  Local businesses extended help to continue with the restoration efforts of power to the 

area, some of the businesses that assisted were Betts Environmental and B and B Deli, the Hess Gas 

Station, additionally lineman from Vineland were on hand to assist in the restoration efforts.  The Mayor 

and Assemblywoman BettyLou DeCroce were instrumental in getting one of the main transmission lines 

back on line from JCP &L, we had received information from JCP& L that Butler Power and Light were 

not a high priority, and that it would be approximately a week before the transmission line would be up 

and running.  Mr. Lampmann noted that with their assistance, he was put in contact with the appropriate 

people and within hours they came out and checked the line, even though the backup line is not 

functioning at this point, we are still in better shape than other communities are.  He commended the 

community for coming together to help in these trying times.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

October 16, 2012 Council Regular Meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted how well the Borough responded to the storm, however what 

option are there for other sources supplying the transmission lines.  Regarding transmission lines, Mr. 

Lampmann explained that the same company supplies both lines and they are extremely costly.  However, 

there is an upgrade scheduled to begin this month, but will probably be postponed.   
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Councilman Meier explained that the electrical lines come out of Pequannock and Montville and meet up 

in Riverdale, these lines run parallel to each other and feed Butler.  Regarding contingency plans as the 

lines are extremely expensive contingency plans are limited, however, an upgrade is scheduled for the 

lines that was to commence this month, but will probably be postponed to a later start date.   

 

Seeing no one else from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this 

public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath the most recent storm will definitely have a large impact on the budget, as 

expenses have increased in all areas, overtime, materials, etc.  Mr. Lampmann has been in contact with 

FEMA, so perhaps they will cover some of the expenses.   

 

Councilman Fox noted that the two last roads scheduled for repaving this year are postponed as Tilcon 

the asphalt provider closed in anticipation of the storm.  Once Tilcon is back in operation hopefully, 

repaving work should be completed.   

 

Councilman Regis most of the Police and Fire reporting was done earlier, however, the Fire Department 

had the Halloween party, that was remarkable as the Fire Department has been feeding the electric and 

public works crews, this evening they will break everything down to prepare for tomorrow’s election.  As 

a reminder the Senior Holiday Dinner is this Saturday, tickets will be sold at the door and no one will be 

turned away.  Additionally, Councilman Regis wanted to thank the Fire Department for all their hard 

work in assisting the Borough during the power restoration and cleanup from the storm.  

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on water and wastewater the backup generator at the Water Plant 

worked well and was operational during the entire electrical outage.  Water supply and quality were 

maintained throughout the storm.  Councilman Verdonik also wanted to thank the workers and express 

his pride in the employees of the Borough for their work ethic.   

 

Councilman Meier his report on the electric utility has been covered earlier, however, from a material 

standpoint 60 utility poles were replaced, Verizon had an additional 40 utility poles replaced.  

Councilman Meier reiterated that the workers were phenomenal and should be commended for their 

response to the storm. 

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health, a meeting was held on October 16, a child health 

clinic was held on October 22, eight children scheduled six examined.  The flu clinic was held on October 

3 59 residents participated.  Councilman McNear noted on the recent outbreak of fungal meningitis as 

reported by various new outlets, there were17 confirmed cases in New Jersey with no fatalities.  This 

form of meningitis is not contagious and the cause being linked to an injectable steroidal pain 

management drug.  Mr. Lampmann noted for the record that the Borough of Butler Rabies Clinic 

scheduled for Saturday, November 3 was cancelled; no new date has been scheduled.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – October 2012 – $206,447.65 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2012 – $2,892,949.86  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-89 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-89 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2012-15 AMENDING THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF 

BUTLER, CHAPTER 54, (SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY) 

Introduced: October 2, 2012 

Published: October 10, 2012  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only. 

Seeing no one come forward this public portion of the meeting was closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

R 2012-90 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-90 approved. 

 

R 2012-91 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-91 approved. 

 

R 2012-92 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEASE WITH FORD MOTOR COMPANY TO 

LEASE/PURCHASE TWO NEW POLICE VEHICLES  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-92 approved. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  

None 
 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

At this time, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion on any subject.   

 

 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had numerous questions regarding tree removal what is the height of the 

new machinery, will this allow the Borough to completely remove trees, who makes the determination 

regarding tree removal.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the new boom truck goes approximately seventy-

five feet, this allows the Borough to handle many more trees without using an outside service, we can take 

a complete tree down to the stump, and a company is hired to grind the stump.  Determination of tree 

removal in Kinnelon and Bloomingdale is the responsibility of those boroughs.  It is only done with their 

permission; they would also supply all the on ground labor as far as debris removal and chipping.  In 

Butler, Mr. Niosi, DPW, Craig Struble and Jeff Ricker, Butler Electric discuss tree removal with Mr. 

Lampmann.  Tree service usage has decreased dramatically with the purchase of the higher boom truck.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the meeting be 

closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Adjournment: 7:28 p.m. 

 

Adopted:  December 18, 2012 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: December 18, 2012  
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 BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 RESOLUTION R2012-92 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO PURCHASE A POLICE VEHICLE FOR THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENTCRANFORD TOWNSHIP COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL 

 

WHEREAS, in the past, the Borough of Butler has availed itself of the right to purchase 

materials, supplies and equipment under contracts for such materials, supplies and equipment 

entered into on behalf of the Cranford Township Cooperative Pricing Council pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-10; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirable from time-to-time to obtain materials, supplies, services and 

equipment under contracts for such materials, supplies, services and equipment entered into on 

behalf of the Cranford Township Cooperative Pricing Council without the necessity of 

advertising for bids, or in the cases where no bids have been received; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler Police Department desires to purchase two 2012 Ford 

Interceptor Police Utility Vehicles (Contract #15A), under such contract entered into on behalf of 

the Cranford Township Cooperative Pricing Council by said Council for contract period 

10/1/2012 – 9/30/2013; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Butler, 

County of Morris and State of New Jersey, that the purchase by the Borough of two 2012 Ford 

Interceptor Police Utility Vehicles for the Police Department shall be purchased at a cost not to 

exceed $64,219 under a contract for such service entered into on behalf of the Cranford 

Township Cooperative Pricing Council with Beyer Ford. 

 

 

 

Adopted: November 5, 2012 

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: November 5, 2012 
 


