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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin 

Vath  

 

ALSO, PRESENT: R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk Mr. Lampmann 

Borough Administrator was absent the Council excused his absence. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

November 5, 2012 Council Regular Meeting and December 4, 2012 Workshop Meeting. 

Moved:  Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Councilman McNear abstained on the workshop meeting of December 4, 2012, as he was not in 

attendance. 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Seeing no one from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman McNear    
The recent child health clinic had six patients scheduled; however, only three patients were seen.  The flu 

vaccine will continue to be available for children without insurance through the Child Health Clinics.  

The transition of Public Health services from Madison to Rockaway Township is ongoing; January 1, 

2013 is the start date for Rockaway Township to provide Public Health Services for the Borough.  

Councilman McNear clarified that the recent report of Bacterial meningitis in the Borough was false.  

 

Councilman Meier read the attached monthly report of the Electric Utility by Jeff Ricker (Attachment 

A).  Councilman Meier reiterated that the Electric Utility performed admirably during and in the 

aftermath of the storm.  

 

Mayor Alviene noted for the record that the Borough had received numerous thank you notes from 

residents in the Tri-Borough area regarding the response by the Electric Utility and other departments that 

assisted in storm cleanup and power restoration.   

 

Councilman Verdonik noted that the water and sewer departments are quiet at this time.  Once again, the 

park looks great decorated for the holiday season and he is proud to be a resident of Butler.   
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Council President Vath noted that there are add-ons to tonight’s Agenda, one a Transfer resolution that 

allows for the movement of funds between accounts.  The second resolution is for cancelling unexpended 

current balances, this money may be used as surplus in the 2013 budget.  The departmental 2013 

preliminary budget requests should be returned after the first of the year, budget hearings would then be 

scheduled towards the end of January. 

 

Councilman Fox the repaving project involving Scott Street and part of Lafayette Avenue is carried over 

to the spring, the impact and aftereffects of Super storm Sandy have made it too late in the season to start 

and complete the paving.   

 

Councilman Regis Super storm Sandy kept our Police and Fire Department very busy; however it did not 

deter the Park lighting as it went on as scheduled and looks beautiful as always.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that the park lighting was fabulous and each year it gets a little better.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – November 2012 – $5,020,966.18 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – November 2012 – $2,559,279.63  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2012-97 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-97 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

New Jersey Crime Victims Law Center – The New Jersey Human Rights Coalition – discussion to 

continue at the Council Workshop Meeting. 

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2012-16 AMENDING CHAPTER 122 (FIRE PREVENTION)  

Introduced: December 4, 2012 

Published: December 9, 2012  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved:  Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

2012-16 Adopted. 
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2012-17 SETTING SALARY RANGES FOR NON-UNION BOROUGH EMPLOYEES 

Introduced: December 4, 2012 

Published: December 9, 2012  

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Regis, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

2012-17 Adopted.  

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

R 2012-98 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE 

Moved:  Vath        Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-98 approved. 

 

 

R 2012-99 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Moved: Vath        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-99 approved. 

 

R 2012-100 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROVISION OF E-911 AND DISPATCHING 

SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH OF KINNELON  

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Councilman Verdonik noted that this is a win win situation for all involved in addition to it being a shared 

service that is cost effective for both municipalities.   

R 2012-100 approved. 

 

R 2012-101 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BOROUGH TOWERS FOR THE BOROUGH OF 

BUTLER FOR 2013 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Mayor Alviene noted for the record that all applications were received in a timely manner and were all in 

order. 

R 2012-101 approved. 
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R 2012-102 RESOLUTION CANCELLING UNEXPENDED CURRENT FUND AND ELECTRIC 

UTILITY APPROPRIATION BALANCES  

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-102 approved. 

 

R 2012-103 TRANSFER RESOLUTION 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2012-103 approved. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  

2013 Appointments no questions were received from the Council.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM PUBLIC 

At this time, the meeting was opened to the public for discussion on any subject.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Councilman Fox recommended this public portion of the meeting be 

closed. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Adjournment: 7:20 p.m. 

 

Adopted: January 15, 2013  

        

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: January 15, 2013 
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Attachment A 

                                   November 2012 

 

   

  The Monthly Electric Dept. Report 

                             Reads as follows: 

     
            As I type this report, it feels strangely familiar to me.  This 

time last year I was describing what I thought would probably be 
the worst two storms that I would see in my career with the utility.  

Hurricane Irene and the terrible snowstorm we experienced last 
year, I thought, would be the biggest challenge that the utility and 

me personally would ever face.  As we all know, my thoughts were 

not exactly accurate.  Hurricane Sandy hit with a vengeance and for 
a time brought the utility to its knees.  To date we have never 

experienced such widespread main feeder damage and equipment 
destruction, it was truly overwhelming.  We heeded forecast 

warnings and readied trucks, equipment, chainsaws, supplies and 
obtained food and water in anticipation of not allowing manpower to 

leave due to hazardous conditions.  Crews were broken essentially 
two groups with some road department personnel assigned to assist 

in the initial effort.  By the end of the storm, just about everybody 
associated with the Borough of Butler was involved, police, fire 

personnel, road and water, elected officials, it truly was a group 
effort to say the least.  

            There were so many challenges to be dealt with in addition to 
the restoration of power, there were food issues, which the fire dept 

took care of by providing hot meals for the men, fuel supply issues 

which were handled by Jim Lampmann, Chief Card and myself, 
equipment supply shortages which were taken care of quickly by 

Craig Struble and tree clearing problems which were left to the Dpw 
crews of the involved towns.  We were fortunate in that Craig and I 

believe in maintaining good stock levels of supplies and we started 
the storm with a full pole rack and a sufficient transformer supply.  

We did run short on some items towards the end of the storm, but 
we were able to adapt, and obtain what was critically needed.      

               All told, we had around one hundred poles broken and lost 
dozens of transformers, not to mention the amount of pole line 
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hardware destroyed.  Work ranged from pole setting, bucket truck 
operation, and more manual pole climbing than I ever want to 

experience at one time ever again.  I personally kicked out on the 
last pole I was climbing and fell fifteen feet.  I guess I landed right, 

because other than being really stiff for a couple weeks I was ok and 
missed no work.  I can’t express how proud I am of the line workers 

we have here.  These guys worked until they were ready to drop, 

closed their eyes for a little while and got right back at it!  We 
accepted some help from Vineland Electric, and they proved to be 

very efficient and hard working individuals, complementing our 
restoration efforts.  If I tried to touch on all the experiences I lived 

through during this storm this report would be about twenty pages 
long. I know the Mayor and Council know what a great utility they 

have here, and I just want that to be very clear, evident by the 
attempt of other towns trying to get us to expand our service area.  I 

would like to personally thank the Mayor and Council for their 
support in the daily operations of the utility, if not for that we would 

not be able to maintain the manpower, trucks and supplies needed 
to provide the great service we do.      

               In closing I would also like to thank Jim Lampmann, who 
spent just about every minute riding with me assisting with 

everything from phone calls, taking radio calls and dealing with irate 

customers while I sized up jobs.  All I can say is there aren’t many 
other administrators who would go into the Orchard Road swamp 

and set five poles by backhoe and shovel with Dan Canty and I.  As a 
resident of Butler, I am proud to have a guy like Jim running things, 

and I don’t think he gets the recognition he deserves.  This storm 
was a huge undertaking for Craig Struble and I to be at the helm of 

and I can attest that it was extremely stressful and I honestly hope 
we don’t have to experience something like this again.  Although 

that’s what I thought last year! 
              After all these challenges I’m pleased to report the utility 

still managed to decorate the park for the holiday season! 
                                                Respectfully, Foreman Jeff Ricker 
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 BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 RESOLUTION R 2012-101 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BUTLER MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPOINTING 

BOROUGH TOWERS FOR THE YEAR 2013 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed the applications from three (3) towers 

to tow for the Borough for 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, applications have been reviewed by Police Chief Ed Card and Borough 

Attorney Robert Oostdyk 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following towers are authorized to 

tow for the Borough of Butler for the year 2013: 

 

Rudge Towing, 109 Main Street, Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 

Malanga’s Automotive, 39 Hamburg Turnpike Riverdale 07457 

International Auto Body, 3 Laurel Street, Butler, NJ 07405 

 

 

Adopted: December 18, 2012 

 

        
___________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
__________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: December 18, 2012 
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Borough of Butler 

Resolution R2012-102 

 

 

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL UNEXPENDED CURRENT FUND AND ELECTRIC UTILITY 

APPROPRIATION BALANCES 

 

WHEREAS, the following Current Fund and Electric Utility Appropriation balances 

remains unexpended: 

 

Current Fund PRBRSA  $25,000 

Electric Purchased Power  $400,000 

 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances so that the unexpended 

balance may be credited to surplus, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Butler, New Jersey, that the above listed unexpended balances of the Current Fund, Water Utility 

and Electric Utility be cancelled. 

 

 

Adopted: December 18, 2012 

 

        
___________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
__________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: December 18, 2012 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       DECEMBER 18, 2012 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        45 

 
 

BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

TRANSFER RESOLUTION 2012-103 
 

 WHEREAS, transfers are permitted between budget appropriations during the last 

 two months of the fiscal year: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in 

 The County of Morris, New Jersey, that transfers between 2012 Budget 

 Appropriations be made as follows: 

  

 Current Fund  

 Title     From    To 

 Engineering Fees   $10,000 

 MEL JIF Liability   $4,875 

 Police S&W    $45,000 

 Police OE    $5,000 

 Street & Roads S&W   $25,000 

 Streets & Roads OE   $30,200 

Vehicle Maintenance OE  $4,000 

Natural Gas    $9,000 

Social Security   $2,500 

Finance OE       $1,000 

 Tax Collector S&W      $550 

 Planning Board OE      $3,000 

 MEL JIF Workers Comp.     $5,400 

 Group Health Insurance     $107,500  

 Emergency Management OE     $600 

 Sewer S&W       $11,500 

 Health Dept. OE      $3,600 

 Senior Transportation S&W     $600 

 Temporary Disability      $225 

 Bloomingdale Water OE     $1600   

     ________      ________ 

 Total Current Fund Transfers             $135,575  $135,575 

 

 

Water Utility 

Title     From   To 

Water Administration OE  $26,500 

Water Operations OE   $6,000 

Water Buildings & Grds. S&W $1,000 

MEL JIF Liability   $3,325 

Social Security   $1,150 
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Water Administration S&W     $1,125   

 Water Dispatch S&W      $2,000 

Group Health Insurance     $31,000 

Mel JIF Workers Comp.     $3,850 

     _______  _______ 

Total Water Utility Transfers  $37,975  $37,975 

 

 

Electric Utility 

 Title     From    To 

 Electric Administration S&W  $23,000 

 Electric Administration OE  $60,000 

 Electric Dispatch S&W  $25,000 

 Electric Buildings & Grounds OE $6,000 

 MEL JIF Liability   $5,550 

 Purchased Power   $14,125 

Electric Operations OE     $10,000 

 Group Health Insurance     $112,500 

 MEL JIF Workers Comp.     $6,175 

 Social Security      $5,000 

      _______  _______ 

Total Electric Utility Transfers $133,675  $133,675 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: December 18, 2012 

 

        
___________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
__________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: December 18, 2012 

 


