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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin Vath  

 

Absent: Councilman Regis 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Motion to excuse absence of Councilman Stephen Regis 

Moved: Vath         Second: Fox  

All in favor. 

 

PRESENTATION: Presentation of a Proclamation to Mrs. Florence Klein in celebration of her reaching 

her 100
th
 birthday.  

 

Mayor Alviene read a proclamation to Mrs. Klein in honor of her 100
th
 birthday, congratulating her on 

attaining this milestone on behalf of the Borough Council and himself.   

 

APPOINTMENT OF VICKY PEINE TO BUTLER MUSEUM COMMITTEE 

Mayor Alviene appointed Ms. Peine to the Butler Museum Committee; the Borough Clerk administered 

the oath of office.  The Mayor and Borough Council congratulated Ms. Peine on her appointment. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

August 5 and September 3, 2013 Council Workshop Meeting and August 20, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Sandy Liss, 409 Main Street is here before the Mayor and Council this evening to discuss the formation 

of an Economic Development Committee “EDC.”  Ms. Liss noted that she had spoken with members of 

the Council at a political event they attended, regarding the creation of a committee with a mission 

statement, regular meetings opened up to the community and listed on the Borough of Butler website.  

She feels that currently there is not enough business nor enough help from the Borough, additionally, 

property owners should be penalized for the condition of the stores, the stores should be brought up to 

code and remediate any existing health issues.  Ms. Liss is proposing that a letter be sent to Freeholder 

Director Mastrangelo, Paul Boudreaux, Morris County Chamber of Commerce President, and Jim Jones, 

Director Morris County Economic Development Committee requesting monetary assistance.   
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Mr. Mastrangelo informed her that monies are available from the Morris County Chamber of Commerce 

for improvements, application is required, and this can be accomplished quite easily.  Ms. Liss is formally 

requesting the formation of a committee, she has researched other towns in Morris County that have 

EDC’s, and they seem to be working.  Ms. Liss noted several problems she has witnessed on Main Street 

such as garbage left at the curb for five days, children terrorizing pedestrians with their bicycles, who 

scatter when the police come but they eventually return.  She is concerned that a child will be seriously 

injured or even killed by their reckless actions; increasing the possibility of litigation against the property 

owner and the Borough.   

 

Douglas S. Travers, 12 Second Street noted for the record that we should try again, he remembers one 

of the prior endeavors where members started out being passionate about this but ultimately lacked focus, 

and as a result, attendance dropped off at the meetings.  Mr. Travers noted that this time he would enlist 

people who are more than willing to invest their time by regular attendance and get a plan in place to 

prepare the downtown area for the future.   

 

Warren Frerichs, 6 Harold Matthews, Jr. Court noted that he and his wife are realtors in both Morris 

and Passaic counties, he likes to encourage Butler to potential buyers by listing the positives such as 

lower taxes, a well run town, turnaround in the public schools, new athletic fields, the downtown shops 

and the award winning brewery.  However, when people see garbage piled up, people loitering and 

hanging out, it doesn’t always present the way he would like to present it.  He commended the Mayor and 

Council for their achievements, yet he believes that this Mayor and Council can turn around the 

downtown area.  He enquired about the possibility of lowering the sales tax to three percent like in 

Paterson; he asked if this was possible for Butler.  He would like to see Main Street revitalized and 

wanted to thank the Borough for the beautiful paving job that was done on Harold J. Matthews, Jr. Court 

and Hiller Court, along with the new storm drains, to keep refuse from entering the pond.   

 

Steve Rinaldi, 80 Reservoir Avenue, would like the Mayor and Borough Council to consider amending 

the overnight parking ordinance; he would like the ban decreased from April 15 to April 1.  He also asked 

that the Mayor and Council explore options such as parking passes similar to what he believes is done in 

Bloomingdale. 

 

Alex Calvi, 5 Butler Place would like to be on the EDC, as a resident of Butler, he would like to see 

Butler institute a stronger police presence similar to the one that was successful in Times Square, New 

York.  He would like to discourage landscapers from picking up day laborers in various locations on and 

around Main Street.  He stated that Bloomingdale has a police presence right on Main Street both in the 

morning and afternoon when he is taking his children to school at Saint Mary’s in Pompton Lakes.  In his 

opinion, people do not feel comfortable on Main Street; therefore, he would like to see Main Street 

cleaned up, and feels that an effort needs to be made to put the Borough in the right direction, with a five 

to ten year vision for Main Street.  He would like a police presence in town during the morning rush hour, 

lunchtime and evening rush hour and again after 10:00 p.m., to discourage loitering.  His idea would be to 

have tax incentives, which he feels would induce the property owners to make an investment on 

upgrading and that the Borough should approach the Morris County Freeholders for assistance with the 

plan.   

 

Ken Montanye, 8 Northwestern Avenue noted that skateboarders using the railing have damaged the 

railings in the rear of the Butler Museum.   
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked what policy is followed for tree maintenance in the Borough.  He 

should notify Mr. Lampmann of the location if he notices a dead tree, for inspection.  Regarding 

downtown policing, does the borough still employ special police and can they be used for this purpose.  

He questioned the seriousness of the drug problem at the High School.  

 

Steve Rinaldi, 80 Reservoir Avenue inquired about amending the overnight ban on parking from April 

15 to April 1 or purchasing overnight permits similar to what he believes is used in Bloomingdale.    

 

Mayor Alviene provided an overview of previous attempts at continuing the Main Street redevelopment 

Council members, the Borough Administrator and Chief of Police attended these meetings, but attendance 

by the affected business owners and property owners was dismal.  Ms. Liss is aware of this as she 

attended these meetings, Mayor Alviene stressed that if this is to be a credible venture then there must be 

greater involvement by property owners and business owners.  Although monies might be available for 

different projects in today’s economy it will be a tough sell to get property owners and/or business owners 

to make any kind of large monetary investment.  Mayor Alviene thanked the speakers for their input 

regarding the revitalization of Main Street; their suggestions will be explored.  In response to a question 

posed about tree trimming, he noted it is an ongoing process.  Police presence at Butler High School is 

required to keep the children of our community safe; the drug problem is getting better, however, with 

Butler’s proximity to Route 23 the Butler Police need to maintain a presence to deter drug dealing, as 

there is a resurgence of heroin dealing and usage starting with middle school aged children.   

 

Mr. Lampmann responded to several questions posed by Ms. Liss:  

 

Approximately four to five years ago, he did a presentation for the Morris County Chamber of Commerce 

on the renovation project of downtown Butler.  He has familiarity with Madison’s EDC, which is run by 

the business owners, and he recommended that the committee should not be limited to only downtown 

businesses.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the initial contact with the business and property owners should be 

clear and concise, as this might be the first and only opportunity the committee has to gain the interest of 

the property and or business owners.  Regarding being designated as an Urban Enterprise Zone Butler 

does not qualify under the requirements for population and income.  Mr. Lampmann took offense to the 

comments made stating Main Street looks like a “pig sty” as this year the Department of Public Works 

has been very proactive in doing street cleanup and general maintenance on the public areas of Main 

Street.  If Ms. Liss or anyone is concerned with garbage being left out, he asked that they contact the 

DPW at 973-838-0063 or contact him, either by phone or e-mail.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the 

redevelopment of River Place was a long process with concessions from both sides to make the area what 

it is today.   

 

Mr. Lampmann asked that Mr. Calvi forward him the email he sent to Councilman Regis, he would 

follow up with Chief Card.  Additionally, each police vehicle has GPS; Chief Card receives notifications 

if a vehicle is parked for more than several minutes.  As Mayor Alviene previously stated the Police 

presence at Butler High School is a deterrent to drug dealing during the opening and closing of schools as 

the drug problem has reached middle school aged children.  The Butler Police operates with three cars on 

patrol at any one time, during school opening and closing leaving one vehicle to perform all other 

functions.  In response to the issue of liability, Mr. Lampmann explained that regardless of where a child 

is injured in a public area of the Borough liability will always exist.   

 

In response to concerns about the security cameras located at the Butler Museum, they are currently 

covered pending completion of the roof, to avoid damage to the cameras.    
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Tree trimming is done for all areas served by Butler Electric and takes approximately four years to 

complete.   

 

Special police are required have the ability to carry a weapon, complete a portion of the police academy, 

and maintain certifications to remain a special police officer.   

 

Mr. Oostdyk noted that establishing an EDC is done by ordinance; he will provide sample ordinances at 

the next meeting.    

 

Councilman Verdonik noted that the Council has been supportive in the past of all the endeavors to 

improve the downtown area and there has never been a lack of effort on behalf of the Council,  

 

Councilman Fox noted that you cannot begin to compare New York City and Butler, the differences in 

the police force size is tremendous, that would not be a like comparison.  The loitering law was struck 

down several years ago the police are limited in their ability to discourage gathering or loitering.    

 

Councilman McNear and Councilman Meier both agreed with Mr. Calvi that a greater police presence 

would be welcome downtown.   

 

Councilman Fox responded to Mr. Rinaldi that the Council would keep his suggestion in mind about 

changing the date from April 15, to April 1.  Unfortunately, lately winter weather has hung around longer 

than usual, so the Council will reexamine this in the Spring.    

 

Seeing no one else from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this 

public portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health announced that the Butler Health Department 

would be offering Influenza vaccinations to Butler Borough residents age three and older on Tuesday, 

September 24, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., in the Courtroom of the Butler Borough Municipal Building.  There is a 

$15.00 fee for residents, however, it is free to residents with Medicare Part B, pre-registration is required 

for any questions and to pre-register please call 973-838-7200 ext. 237.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the 

Health Department is also sponsoring a cancer screening on September 19, 2013 contact the Health 

department for further information.  Councilman McNear to check with the Health Department about the 

availability of the Shingles vaccine. 

 

Councilman Meier reporting on Butler Power and Light that they assisted in another successful National 

Night Out event, the new bucket truck was on display at the event.  The new capacitator installation 

project was completed on time; additionally extensive tree trimming was performed in Kinnelon.  The 

second phase of Argonne Woods is underway and components for electrical service were installed, 

additional equipment is required to complete the job.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet, all repairs 

and various upgrades were completed, meters read, and recorded for the month.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reported there was a water main break on Cleary Avenue, repairs are complete, 

and the water treatment plant has been operating very well and no real issues to report with the plant.   
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Councilman Fox reporting on roads the Borough took an aggressive approach this year, several roads 

were paved this year including Scott Street, Lafayette Avenue, Lundy Terrace, along with Reardon Court,  

Notchwood Road, Hiller Court, H.J. Matthews, Jr. Court, Struble Avenue, Sanders Place and the west 

side of Rodda Street.  All of this year’s scheduled road projects were completed.  2014 road repair and 

repavement will be chosen during the upcoming budget hearings.   

 

Council President Vath noted that revenues and expenses are on track, showing the department heads 

were right on track regarding needs and estimating the anticipated revenue.  The process for the 2014 

budget will begin in October.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – August 2013 – $4,308,515.28   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – August 2013 – $3,176,319.36  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2013-82 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, and Verdonik 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-82 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2013-15 APPROPRIATING $227,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE BUTLER MUSEUM 

Introduced: August 20, 2013 

Advertised: August 28, 2013 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way questioned where the funding for this appropriation comes from it is 

capital funding, Mr. Lampmann explained that $181, 600.00 is grant funding the remaining $45,400 

comes out capital funding, which was included in the 2013 budget.   

 

Peggy Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue wanted to thank the Council for their support, it is very important 

to the Community that the Borough is so supportive of the museum.  Just this past weekend 30 people 

attended a tour sponsored by Morris County Parks Commission called “The Industrial Heritage Walking 

Tour.”  The meeting room at the Butler Museum was used, for a short talk about the Borough, although 

the museum renovations are not complete and the museum is not open to the public, they are still aware of 

the museum and are looking forward to the reopening.  She has received various ideas on how to 

commemorate the reopening, though a decision has not been made as to what will be done yet.   
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Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting and 

moved Ordinance No. 2013-15. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

2013-16 APPROPRIATING $105,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK AND A 

PICK-UP TRUCK FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Introduced: August 20, 2013 

Advertised: August 28, 2013 

Mr. Lampmann explained that this is a dump truck with a snowplow and the pickup truck will be outfitted 

with a plow.   

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting and 

moved Ordinance No. 2013-16. 

 

Moved: Vath        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis  

 

RESOLUTION(S) 

The Clerk requested that 2013-83, 2013-84 and 2013-85 be approved by one motion.   

R 2013-83 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE TAX OFFICE  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-83 approved 

 

R 2013-84 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE WATER/SEWER DEPARTMENT  

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-84 approved 

 

R 2013-85 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EFUNDS, OVERPAYMENTS OR 

CANCELLATIONS IN THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-85 approved 
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R 2013-86 AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION, 

EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DOT FOR THE MANNING, SECOND, 

THIRD, SHORT AND PLANE STREET PROJECTS 
Mr. Lampmann explained this is transportation trust fund money that is applied for yearly, the application 

this year is for the streets around Main Street that are surrounded by Arch Street, there is curb work, 

milling, paving and some side work might be involved.    

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-86 approved 

 

R2013-87 BID AWARD – AWARDING THE BID FOR THE BOONTON AVENUE WATER 

MAIN PROJECT 

Mr. Oostdyk explained that the bid was awarded to the third lowest responsible bidder as the low bidder 

submitted a deficient bid bond and consent of surety were improper; the second lowest bidder raised some 

concerns about their ability to perform the contract with their current employees and they voluntarily 

withdrew their bid.  Therefore Reivax Contracting Corp, was the lowest responsible bidder and therefore 

they are awarded the bid.  Mr. Lampmann explained that is the reason for the hold up in awarding the bid.   

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-87 approved 

 

R2013-88 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR THE BUTLER MUSEUM EXTERIOR 

RESTORATION PROJECT  

Mr. Lampmann explained that the initial project called for major portions of the roof to be stripped for 

proper flashing and ice shield etc. to be installed.  When the project began the Contractor requested at his 

expense to strip the entire roof as this would make an easier job of shingling.  Previously contractors 

employed by the Railroad installed the existing roof, the installation was improper, any patches that were 

made did not follow the thickness of the planking so dips and valleys have developed.  It is the 

recommendation of the contractor that the roof be shimmed in areas the lower areas and then cover the 

entire roof in ½ plywood.  Councilman Regis is a roofer by trade, he inspected and agreed with 

contractors assessment and corrective action plan and pricing, along with the architect.  Grant funding is 

available for the majority of the funding, with the Borough outlay being 20% of the total cost.   

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-88 approved 
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R2013-89 AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK FOR THE DPW AND 

WATER UTILITY FROM THE MORRIS COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING COUNCIL 

Mr. Lampmann noted for the record that the vehicle would not be purchased until the ordinance is 

published and funds are available.  

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Verdonik and Vath  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis 

R 2013-89 approved 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

 

Adjournment: 8:25 p.m. 

 

Adopted: October 15, 2013  

        
 

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 15, 2013 
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Borough of Butler 

Resolution  No. 2013-86 
 

Resolution: Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant contract with the 

New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Manning, 2
nd

 , 3
rd

 , Short and 

Plane Streets project. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Council of the Borough of Butler formally 

approves the grant application for the above stated project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an 

electronic grant application identified as MA-2014-Butler Borough-00404 to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation on behalf of Butler Borough. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 

agreement on behalf of the Borough of Butler and that their signature constitutes acceptance of 

the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant 

agreement. 

 

Certified as a true copy of the Resolution adopted by the Council 

On this 17th day of September, 2013 

 

 

 
_______________________ 

                Clerk 

 

My signature and the Clerk’s seal serve to acknowledge the above resolution and constitute 

acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approve the execution of the 

grant agreement as authorized by the resolution above. 

 

ATTEST and AFFIX SEAL  

       
          (Clerk)       (Presiding Officer) 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013 - 87 

 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT TO 

REIVAX CONTRACTING CORP. FOR THE BOONTON AVENUE 

WATER MAIN PROJECT 

 

 WHEREAS, specifications were published and bids were received for the Boonton 

Avenue Water Main Project, and 

 WHEREAS, the apparent low bid for the project submitted by All County Paving, must 

be rejected due to the submission of a materially defective bid guarantee and the failure to submit 

a consent of surety.  The failure to submit a compliant bid bond and consent of surety is a 

nonwaivable mandatory cause for the bid to be rejected.  N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2; and 

 WHEREAS, the second lowest bid submitted by Haskell Paving, Inc has been 

withdrawn by letter dated September 5, 2013 the at the request of the Borough due to the fact 

that the bidder was not able to satisfy the Borough of its ability to perform the contract; and 

 WHEREAS,  the amount bid by the lowest responsible bidder, Reivax Contracting Corp. 

is within the established budget for the project and the Borough Engineer has recommended the 

award to Reivax Contracting Corp.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough 

of Butler, in the County of Morris and State of New Jersey, that Reivax Contracting Corp. shall 

be awarded the Contract for the Boonton Avenue Water Main Project in an amount of $ 

245,790.00  

Adopted: 

 

    

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk    Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

September 17, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R2013-88 

 

AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 

FOR THE BUTLER MUSEUM EXTERIOR RESTORATION CONTRACT 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler authorized an agreement with Lewis-Graham, Inc. on 

July 22, 2013 for the Exterior Restoration of the Butler Railroad Station in the amount of 

$198,750.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Architect for the project, Thomas B. Connolly, has determined that a 

change order  should be approved to allow for additional roof sheathing repairs and new copper 

flashings at the chimney beyond those contained in the original contract (See attached change 

order); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body has approved said change order; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Change Order #1 be approved for the 

additional items as detailed in Change Order One in an amount not to exceed $17,900.00. 

 

Approved: 

         
               _____________________________________ 

      ROBERT W. ALVIENE, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

 
____________________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated:  September 17, 2013 

 
 


