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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated that 

the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment of 

Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, Councilman 

Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and Council President Edwin 

Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and  

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

September 17, 2013 Regular Meeting and October 1, 2013 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: McNear        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Sandy Liss, 409 Main Street presented the Mayor, Council, and Borough Attorney with an outline of the 

Mission Statement for the Economic Development Committee “EDC.”  Mayor Alviene noted that Mr. 

Oostdyk would incorporate this into the ordinance establishing the committee; the Mayor would also like 

to meet with the prospective members prior to the first meeting of the Committee.   

 

Seeing no one else from the public come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this 

public portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health announced there is a Rabies Clinic scheduled for 

November 2, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Butler DPW garage.  The Board of Health at their September 25, 

2013 meeting requested approval to provide “No Smoking” signs for Borough Parks, the Mayor, and 

Council asked that the Board of Health provide samples of signs prior to approval.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on Butler Power and Light noted a severe storm rolled through the area, 

causing outages and downed trees, additionally problems arose at the substation when transmission lines 

feeding our system went out, JCP &L attempted to isolate the problem, in the process caused 2 of our 

transformers to be knocked out.  Additional work was required to get the system operational, however, it 

was determined that one of the vacuum breakers needs to be replaced completely as parts are no longer 

available for the one currently in use.  Tree trimming is ongoing in Kinnelon; various upgrades are 

complete along with any voltage complaints.  Work continues on the service for Avalon Bay in 

Bloomingdale.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet, all repairs and various upgrades were completed, 

meters read, and recorded for the month.   
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Councilman Verdonik reported the Boonton Avenue replacement project is underway and on schedule; 

replacing the low lift pumps at the Water Plant is under consideration, if approved the project will begin 

in the winter, the current pumps were installed in 1984, and it is about time for them to be replaced.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department noted that he periodically reviews their budget 

and he is happy to report that, overtime is in check with no overages.  Regarding the Fire Department, he 

noted that they perform so many different services within the community; he would like to remind 

everyone about the Fire Department sponsored Halloween party that has grown year after year.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads noted the Borough finished the roadwork for this year completing 

eleven roads, they are currently preparing for the winter and the preparation of the 2014 budget.   

 

Council President Vath noted that J. Kozimor, CFO completed the Best Practices Survey, recently 

created by the State, this survey determines the amount of state aid a municipality is eligible for, Butler 

scored 84% above the required 80% thus allowing the Borough to receive all eligible aid.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2013 – $451,916.79   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2013 – $2,933,909.73  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2013-90 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath. 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2013-90 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Resolution of the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders declaring September as “Go Gold 

Month” 

Resolution to be prepared for passage at the November meeting. 

 

Resolution of the Borough of Morris Plains Providing a Recap of a Meeting with Primary Sponsor 

of Senate Bills 2511 and 2512 

 

Letters from Bartholdi Hose Co. #2, Kiel Hook and Ladder Company, Kinney Hose Company No. 1 

and Pequannock Hose Company re: Election of each company Chief and eligible voters for 

department chief. 

Correction to letter received from Kinney Hose Company No, 1, term is incorrect on the letter needs to be 

amended.   

 

Discussion of Best Practices Worksheet for Calendar Year 2013/2014 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2013-18 ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 216 (TOWING AND STORAGE OF VEHICLES) 

OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

Public Hearing: November 4, 2013 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

2013-17 AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT FOR THE OPERATION OF A 

CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM WITH THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER TO CABLEVISION OF 

OAKLAND, LLC 

Introduced: September 3, 2013 

Hearing Advertised: August 30, 2013 

Advertised: September 15, 2013 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Mr. Lampmann outlined the changes to the contract: Eligible seniors are entitled to a reduced rate based 

on statewide qualifications and a grant to keep our public access equipment current.   

 

Councilman Regis seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting and 

moved Ordinance No. 2013-17. 

Moved: Regis        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Harry Lozier, 64 Gifford Street had several questions for the Mayor and Council he stated that bay door 

1 at the firehouse has been working improperly for at least six months; additionally the main entrance to 

the firehouse has been broken for approximately two and a half years.  Anyone can enter the firehouse 

and perhaps do damage to the equipment.  Additionally as a resident of Butler for 66 years, he would like 

to know when replacement of the water line would occur, and repaving of Gifford and South Gifford 

Street, as the curb height ranges in size from 2” to 7”.   

 

Mayor Alviene responding to the question about road repaving noted a schedule is in place, usually both 

road and pipe replacements are done simultaneously.  Roads are repaved by the severity of damage first, 

funding, and weather although there is a five-year plan if one road is in particularly bad shape it will 

move up the list faster.  Council President Vath asked to respond to the question regarding the main door 

at the firehouse, installation of the new lock is complete and a message was sent informing the members 

to see the Chief for entry instructions.   

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that the lock is repaired and he was informed on October 10 that the lock was 

broken, he will follow up on the situation with bay door 1, to see what repairs are required.   
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Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

 

Adjournment: 7:26 p.m. 

 

Adopted: November 4, 2013  

        
 

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 4, 2013 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013 - 18 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 216 OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, in the 

County of Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 216 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of 

Butler entitled "Towing and Storage of Vehicles", shall be amended by the following 

amendment to Section 216-11 which shall read in its entirety as follows: 

§ 216-11.  Service rates. 
 
 Charges for transportation, hauling or service of disabled vehicles by an 

approved wrecker or operator of any approved wrecker shall not exceed 
the following rates: 

 
 A. The basic towing and storage fee schedule shall be as follows: 
 
  (1) The following is the fee schedule for towing services: 
 
   (a) First mile or less:  $95. 
   (b) Each additional mile:  $2.50 
 

(2) The following is the fee schedule for storage services.  The 
fee shall be charged for each 10 x 20 foot space utilized: 

 
   (a) Inside building:  $60. per day. 
   (b) Outside storage:  $35. per day. 
 

B. Mileage rate.  The mileage rate shall be calculated based on the 
total distance traveled from the tow vehicle's base of service to the 
job site and return by way of the shortest available route.  The tow 
operator will transport the vehicle anywhere in the Borough at the 
request of the owner/operator. 
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(1) If the owner/operator requests that the vehicle be 
transported out of town, the towing service shall receive 
payment for the additional miles traveled.  

 
(2) On request, towers shall provide this service for a minimum 

of five miles beyond the Borough line.  Towing beyond this 
point may be refused if service to the Borough could be 
affected. 

 
 C. Additional charges. 
 

(1) There shall be an administrative charge of $40. for vehicles 
involved in a motor vehicle accident.  

 
(2) Labor.  The labor rate is chargeable in quarter hour 

increments.  This rate includes waiting time, winching, 
uprighting, etc., for all automobiles.  There shall be no 
charge for cleanup of common motor vehicle accident 
debris.  Recovery for uprighting vehicles under 8,000 GVWR 
will not exceed $200. per hour with a one hour minimum 
allowed.  

 
(3) There shall be a fee of $50. for window wrap.  
 
(4) There shall be a fee of $50. for tarping.  
 
(5) There shall be a fee of $50. for transmission disconnection.  
 
(6) There shall be a fee of $60. for after hour vehicle release.  
 
(7) Special recovery.  The fee is unlisted but chargeable when 

the need for specialized equipment is readily apparent. 
 
 D. Special circumstances. 
 

(1) If the owner of an unattended vehicle to be towed appears on 
the scene, and provided that the vehicle does not need to be 
towed or impounded, the towing contractor shall make no 
charge.  However, if the vehicle is hooked up to the towing 
truck, the vehicle shall be released at the scene of impound 
upon the payment of 75% of the authorized towing charge 
(decoupling fee). 

 
(2) There shall be no charge for towing, storage or 

impoundment if it is determined by the Police Chief or his or 
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her designee that such vehicles have been towed, stored or 
impounded due to an error by the tow truck operator or the 
Police Department.  This determination shall be at the sole 
discretion of the Police Chief or his or her designee and is 
binding upon the contractor.  The contractor shall make no 
claims for payment upon the owner of the vehicle, and if 
payment has already been received, the payment shall be 
returned.  

 
(3) There shall be no charge for the towing of police vehicles. 

 
 
 Section 2. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in 

any Court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or 

provisions of this Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 3. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent 

herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage 

and publication in the manner provided by law. 

 
        Adopted this _15th___ day of 
        October, 2013. 

     
              
Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk    Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
 
 


