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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier and Council President Vath 

 

Absent: Councilman Stephen Regis and Councilman Raymond Verdonik 

 

Motion to excuse Councilman Regis and Councilman Verdonik  

Moved: Vath        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; C. Woods from the office of the 

Borough Attorney, and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

December 3, 2013 Council Workshop Meeting and December 17, 2013 Council Regular Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath noted that on the Agenda this evening is a Bond Ordinance for 

Improvements to the Electric Utility in the amount of $250,000, along with a resolution 

establishing the 2014 Temporary Capital Budget.  Budget preparation is currently underway; 

department heads are preparing their budgets for presentation to the committees, for finalization, 

departmental meetings should be scheduled at the February 4, 2014 Council Workshop Meeting.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting that while we are not paving the Borough has been plowing and 

trying to keep up with the snowfall.  The amount of snow is putting a dent into the snow removal 

budget; hopefully, the Borough can keep up with the snowfall.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on Butler Power and Light noting their focus will continue to 

provide service while preserving costs.  Although there has been a change in staff, the newer 

employees are working out very well.  Overtime costs are lower this year due to aggressive 

maintenance and thankfully no major storms.  In 2013, the crews responded to 317 after hour 

calls for assistance.  Tree trimming will continue in 2014, to date 95% of trees have been 

trimmed in Smoke Rise section of Kinnelon, the next concentration will be on Glen Wild 

Avenue area in Bloomingdale.  The tree lighting in Butler Park proceeded smoothly with recent 

retiree Timothy Kitchell doing the honors of lighting the park.  Work is complete in 

Bloomingdale at the Avalon Bay complex.  All meters were read and recorded; any delinquent 

accounts were addressed along with any customer complaints.   

 

Councilman McNear was unable to attend the December 4, meeting of the Board of Health due 

to business travel.  The next Board of Health meeting is scheduled for January 22, 2014; he will 

provide a report at the February Regular Council meeting.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – December 2013 – $565,857.64   

Tax Collector Report – 2013 $24,905,586.18 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – December 2013 – $2,559,278.15   

 

Ms. O’Keefe notified the Mayor and Council that we are not required to adopt a consent 

resolution for the proposed Water Quality Plan amendments for Chatham Township, Morris 

County.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2014-17 AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYMENT OF BILLS AND VOUCHERS 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox and McNear  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-17 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Resolution of Pohatcong Township, Warren County Urging the Legislature to Implement a 

Water Usage Tax 

No action to be taken on this matter.  

 

Resolutions of Netcong, Lincoln Park, East Hanover, Hanover, Washington Township and 

Randolph in Support of Assembly Resolution No. 193 Sponsored by Assemblywoman 

BettyLou DeCroce in Urging the United States Congress to Dedicate Additional Federal 

Funds for Highway Maintenance and Infrastructure Improvements in New Jersey. 

Resolution 2014-22 in support to of Assembly Resolution No. 193 will be up for adoption this 

evening.     
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2014-1 BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE 

ELECTRIC SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 

BUTLER APPROPRIATING $250,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $250,000 

Public Hearing February 18, 2014 

Moved: Meier        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that a circuit breaker that feeds the substation needs to be replaced, the 

breakers back each other up one failed a few months ago, these are expensive and require 

approximately 22 to 26 weeks advance ordering.  JCP & L was able to provide the Borough with 

a breaker, which is now installed and operational however, the other breaker needs to be replaced 

as there is a manufacturing  flaw although the breaker is only seven years old the company is 

long out of business.    

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

2014-18 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

R 2014-18 approved 

 

2014-19 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric Department  

Moved: Fox         Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

R 2014-19 approved 

 

2014-20 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement between the Borough of Butler and Acting 

Chief Chimento for the years 2014, 2015 and 2016  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

R 2014-20 approved 
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2014-21 Resolution Authorizing the 2014 Temporary Capital Budget for Improvements to 

the Electric Utility Supply and Distribution System   

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

R 2014-21 approved 

 

2014-22 Resolution in Support of Assembly Resolution No. 193 Sponsored by 

Assemblywoman BettyLou DeCroce in Urging the United States Congress to Dedicate 

Additional Federal Funds for Highway Maintenance and Infrastructure Improvements in 

New Jersey  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Verdonik 

R 2014-22 approved 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained certain aspects of the new Police Chief’s contract, noting his salary is 

approximately $10,000 lower than Chief Card had earned.  Mr. Lampmann noted for the record 

that after discussions by the Public Safety Committee it was decided that there would be two 

Lieutenants for now as opposed to a Captain and a Lieutenant, the Committee would like to see 

how that works out and a decision can be made at a future date.  The Borough has approximately 

five to eight years before a successor to the new Chief would be required, thus giving time to see 

which of the two candidates would be better suited for movement into a Captains slot.  This 

creates a healthy competition between both individuals, which benefits the Borough.  

Discussions ensued regarding salary for the new incoming Lieutenant, it was noted that he would 

start at the salary the existing Lieutenant started at to delineate seniority in the position.       
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Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

 

Adjournment: 7:18 p.m. 

 

Adopted: February 18, 2014  

        

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: February 18, 2014 
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ORDINANCE # 2014-1 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE ELECTRIC SUPPLY AND 

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 

BUTLER, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY, 

APPROPRIATING $250,000 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $250,000 BONDS OR 

NOTES OF THE BOROUGH FOR FINANCING SUCH 

APPROPRIATION. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF BUTLER, IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of 

all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS: 

The improvement described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is hereby authorized as a general 

improvement to be made or acquired by The Borough of Butler, New Jersey.  For the said 

improvement or purpose stated in said Section 3, there is hereby appropriated the sum of 

$250,000, said sum being inclusive of all appropriations heretofore made therefor. 

For the financing of said improvement or purpose and to meet said $250,000 appropriation, 

negotiable bonds of the Borough are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of 

$250,000 pursuant to the Local Bond Law of New Jersey. In anticipation of the issuance of said 

bonds and to temporarily finance said improvement or purpose, negotiable notes of the Borough 

in a principal amount not exceeding $250,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and 

within the limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 
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a)  The improvement hereby authorized and purpose for the financing of which said obligations 

are to be issued is the improvement of the electric supply and distribution system in and by the 

Borough, including, but not limited to, the upgrade of the sub-station, together with all 

structures, site work, equipment, work and materials necessary therefor or incidental thereto, all 

as shown on and in accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on file or to be filed in 

the office of the Borough Clerk and hereby approved. 

The estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for said purpose is $250,000. 

The estimated cost of said purpose is $250,000. 

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and stated: 

The said purpose described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is not a current expense and is a 

property or improvement which the Borough may lawfully acquire or make as a general 

improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially assessed on property 

specially benefitted thereby. 

The period of usefulness of said purpose within the limitations of said Local Bond Law, 

according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the said bonds authorized by 

this bond ordinance, is forty (40) years. 

The supplemental debt statement required by said Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed 

in the office of the Borough Clerk and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been filed in 

the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of 

Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey, and such statement shows that the gross debt of 

the Borough as defined in said Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds 
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and notes provided for in this bond ordinance by $250,000, and the said obligations authorized 

by this bond ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 

An aggregate amount not exceeding $40,000 for interest on said obligations, costs of issuing said 

obligations and other items of expense listed in and permitted under section 40A:2-20 of said 

Local Bond Law may be included as part of the cost of said improvement and is included in the 

foregoing estimate thereof. 

This bond ordinance authorizes obligations of the Borough solely for a purpose described in 

subsection (h) of section 40A:2-7 of said Local Bond Law, and the said obligations authorized by 

this bond ordinance are to be issued for a purpose which is “self-liquidating” within the meaning 

and limitations of section 40A:2-45 of said Local Bond Law and are deductible, pursuant to 

subsection (c) of section 40A:2-44 of said Local Bond Law, from gross debt of the Borough. 

All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be determined by 

the Chief Financial Officer, provided that no note shall mature later than one year from its date.  

The notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by 

the Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in 

connection with the notes issued pursuant to this bond ordinance, and the Chief Financial 

Officer’s signature upon the notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All 

notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

§40A:2-8.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the notes from 

time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of 

payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their dates to the dates of delivery 

thereof.  The Chief Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the governing body of the 
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Borough at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the notes pursuant 

to this bond ordinance is made.  Such report must include the principal amount, interest rate and 

maturities of the notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the 

principal of and interest on the said obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  Said 

obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Borough, and, unless paid from revenues 

of the electric supply and distribution system of the Borough, the Borough shall be obligated to 

levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Borough for the payment of said 

obligations and interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

The capital budget or temporary capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform 

with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith and the 

resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the amended capital 

budget or temporary capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of 

Local Government Services, are on file with the Borough Clerk and are available for public 

inspection. 

This bond ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after the first publication thereof after 

final adoption, as provided by said Local Bond Law. 

 

 

        Introduced this _21
st
  day of 

 

        January  , 2014. 
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Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk    Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-20 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

APPROVING THE 2014-2015 and 2016 CONTRACT WITH ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE 

CIRO CHIMENTO 

 

 WHEREAS, Acting Police Chief Ciro Chimento and the Borough of Butler have reached 

an agreement based on negotiations for a three (3) year contract covering calendar years 2014, 

2015 and 2016; and  

 

WHEREAS, Acting Chief of Police Ciro Chimento has negotiated the terms and 

conditions of this contract that is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Butler that the Mayor, Borough Clerk and Business Administrator are hereby authorized to 

execute the 2014-2015 and 2016 contract for Acting Police Chief Ciro Chimento 

 

 

 

 

Adopted:  January 21, 2014   

        
       _________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 
______________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

 

 

Dated: January 21, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-21 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler desires to constitute the 2014 Temporary Capital 

Budget by inserting therein Improvements of the Electric Utility Supply and Distribution 

System, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Butler, County of Morris, 

State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The 2014 Temporary Capital Budget of the Borough of Butler is hereby constituted 

by the adoption of a schedule to read as follows: 

 

Project No. 1 

Improvements to Electric Utility Supply and Distribution System 

 

Method of Financing: 

 

 Estimated Cost  $250,000 

 Debt Authorized  $250,000 

 

 

2. That one certified copy of this resolution be filed with the Director of the Division of 

Local Government Services. 

 

Adopted: January 21, 2014 

        

       _____________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: January 21, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-22 

 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation estimates that motorists travel more 

than 200 million miles per day on the approximately 39,000 miles of public roadways in the State; and  

WHEREAS, according to TRIP, a national non-profit transportation research group, sixty-six 

percent of New Jersey’s roads are in poor or mediocre condition, and thirty-six percent of New Jersey’s 

bridges are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete; and 

WHEREAS, roads and bridges in poor condition cost motorists in the State an estimated $3.6 

billion per year in vehicle repairs and operating costs and $121 billion a year in fuel costs and time lost in 

traffic; and   

WHEREAS, TRIP estimates that roadway conditions are a significant factor in one-third of the 

approximately 600 annual traffic-related deaths in the State; and  

WHEREAS, in the latest Annual Highway Report issued by the Reason Foundation, New 

Jersey’s highway system ranked 46th in the nation in overall highway performance, 34th in deficient 

bridges, 45th in urban interstate highway congestion, and 48th in urban interstate pavement in poor 

condition; and 

WHEREAS, in recent years, the State spent eight times the national per mile average on the 

maintenance of roads and bridges in New Jersey, and although New Jersey already invests more per mile 

of highway than any other state, its roads and bridges continue to rank among the worst in the country 

making additional federal investment in the State’s roads and bridges crucial to the safety and 

convenience of those who use them; and  

WHEREAS, New Jersey is a key corridor state located between two major metropolitan areas, 

and the benefits derived from a well-maintained transportation infrastructure not only support commerce 

and economic activity between those metropolitan areas but also provide significant benefits to the region 

and the nation as a whole making it imperative that adequate funding be provided by the federal 

government to support the State’s transportation infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, New Jersey’s location in relation to the Port of New York and New Jersey, which 

handles over 3.3 million containers per year and provides much needed goods and inventory to businesses 

throughout the region and the nation, demonstrates a critical need for adequate transportation 

infrastructure; and  

WHEREAS, in addition to benefiting New Jerseyans, additional federal investment in the State’s 

roads and bridges will make it safer and more reliable to transport goods through the State, extending the 

impact of such investment to the entire country; and 

WHEREAS, it has been documented that for every dollar New Jersey sends in taxes to the 

federal government, the State receives only 61 cents in return; and  

WHEREAS, this disparity needs to be diminished and adequate funding provided to New Jersey 

to support the maintenance of the State’s highways and improvements to the State’s transportation 

infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, in a struggling economy, investing in improvements to the transportation 

infrastructure creates much needed jobs in the construction and engineering industries and in every 

industry that relies on both intrastate and interstate commerce; and 
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WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the citizens of this State and the nation for the Mayor 

and Borough Council to respectfully urge the United States Congress to invest additional dollars in 

maintaining highways and improving the transportation infrastructure in this State.   

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Butler, in the County of Morris as follows:  

  1.    The Mayor and Borough Council respectfully urge the United States Congress to invest 

additional federal dollars in maintaining the highways and improving the transportation infras tructure 

in the State of New Jersey. 

  2.    That certified copies of this resolution shall be transmitted to the Speaker of the United 

States House of Representatives, the President of the United States Senate, the Members of the New 

Jersey Congressional Delegation, the Member s of the 24th, 25
th

, 26
th

 and 27
th

 Districts of New 

Jersey Senate and General Assembly, All Morris County Municipalities and the New Jersey State 

League of Municipalities for reference and informational purpose.   

 

Adopted: January 21, 2014 

       

      _____________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

ATTEST:  

 

_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: January 21, 2014 

 


