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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Robert Meier and 

Council President Vath 

 

Present Via telephonic equipment: Councilman Verdonik 

 

Absent: Councilman Sean McNear and Councilman Regis  

 

Motion to excuse Councilman McNear and Councilman Regis: 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

All in favor.  

  

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney,  

and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

February 4, 2014 and March 4, 2014 Council Workshop Meeting and February 18, 2014  

Regular Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way inquired as to the existence of an ordinance controlling delivery 

times on Main Street.  Mr. Lampmann stated he believed that rather than restricting delivery 

times a clearly designated loading zone was established to alleviate traffic problems.  Mr. 

Norman noted that he recently encountered a large vehicle that was blocking the lane of traffic, 

so all passing vehicles needed to enter into the oncoming traffic lane.  Mayor Alviene asked if 

Mr. Norman was aware of what retailer was getting a delivery, perhaps that retailer could speak 

with the delivery person.  Additionally, Mr. Norman asked for the location of the loading zone, if 

so can something be done to alleviate the problem.  Ms. O’Keefe will check the Borough Code 

and contact Mr. Norman with her findings.    
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Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

Presentation on the 2014 Morris County Budget by Morris County Freeholder Director 

Thomas J. Mastrangelo, Freeholder Hand Lyons and Freeholder John Krickus 

 

Freeholder Director Mastrangelo wanted to thank the Mayor and Borough Council for the 

opportunity to present the 2014 budget for Morris County noting that with this budget Morris 

County is on track to reduce County debt by $64,000,000 in five years, while maintaining all the 

essential services that Morris County residents have come to expect.  Reorganization in the 

following areas Morris View, Morris County Library, Morris County Planning Board, and 

administrative employee resources, while there are 63 fewer budgeted positions with net salaries 

being lower for a second year in a row, pension costs have risen.  Mr. Mastrangelo detailed the 

areas having the largest expenditures in the operating budget as Public Safety and Health and 

Human Services; these areas have been relatively consistent over the years.  In conclusion, 

Morris County is in good financial shape, careful planning and changes in philosophy have 

brought about savings.  The following items may affect the County budget a potential reduction 

to managed Medicaid payments to Morris View, solar bond guarantees, and the scheduled 

expiration of the 2% salary cap, which would have a negative impact on counties and 

municipalities throughout the state.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way questioned the increase in his tax bill for the previous four 

years, Mr. Mastrangelo explained that the usage of equalization by municipalities when 

calculating tax rates.    

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman Meier the electric committee for February tree trimming is continuing in Smoke 

Rise, weather permitting, inventory for 2013 is complete; training sessions for our electric 

employees is ongoing.  In Bloomingdale, installation of meters at the new Avalon Bay apartment 

complex is complete.  All meters were read and recorded; any delinquent accounts were 

addressed along with any customer complaints.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads that pothole repair is ongoing with the horrible winter we 

experienced.  He should have a better idea on the yearly road repair/resurface at next month’s 

meeting.   

 

Council President Vath noted that the 2014 budget is up for introduction this evening; it has 

been a long and diligent effort.  The total budget is $10,702,626.00, the increase on an average 

assessed house of $251,793.00, is $31.70.  Tax increases since 2010 have declined with the 

exception of one year; this is progress in maintaining a lean and efficient government while 

maintaining services.  The overall percentage increase is 1.54%, under the 2% Cap, by $23,244, 

the amount may decrease again as we are still waiting for the final pension costs.   
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Mayor Alviene noted that the budget is up for introduction this evening, all questions will be 

heard at the hearing scheduled for the April 15, Regular Council meeting.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – February 2014 – $3,484,263.00   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – February 2014 – $2,514,471.69   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

 

R 2014-34 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis 

R 2014-34 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

Correspondence from Pequannock Engine and Hose Company Regarding Kenneth 

Mackey and Glenn Struble becoming Associate Members  

Copies to be forwarded to the Public Safety Committee. 

 

Application of John B. Futcher, III for Membership in Kinney Hose Company No. 1 

The Mayor and Council reviewed the application, accepting his readmission into the Butler Fire 

Department.  Chief Ryan will be notified regarding the new member checklist. 

 

Correspondence from Antoinette Dominicci-Fifoot, an Autism Awareness Ambassador for 

Autism New Jersey and Autism Speaks Requesting the Borough of Butler Declare April 

2014 as Autism Awareness Month in Butler 

Proclamation to be prepared for the April 1, 2014 meeting. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

2014-3 Ordinance Amending Chapter 40 of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler Pertaining to the Establishment of the Police Department  

Councilman Fox noted that these amendments were previously discussed.   

 

Public Hearing April 15, 2014 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis 
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2014-4 Calendar Year 2014 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank  

Public Hearing April 15, 2014 

Moved: Meier        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

2014-2 Ordinance Providing for the Appropriation of $100,000 for Site Remediation at the 

Public Works Facility  

Introduced: February 18, 2014 

Advertised: February 23, 2014 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked for the location of the site remediation, Mr. Lampmann 

explained that the location is the “old” Department of Public Works site.  This is an existing DEP 

issue, as the remediation requirements have changed; you must hire a professional to oversee the 

remediation.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting.   

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

2014-35 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-35 approved 

 

2014-36 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric Department  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-36 approved 
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2014-37 Authorizing Execution of a Treatment Works Approval for Application and 

Related Actions for the Consent to Work upon the Existing Borough of Butler High Street 

Sanitary Sewer  

 

Mr. Lampmann explained what the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority 

(hereinafter PRBRSA) project entails they will be doing some relining and some minimal 

replacement of pipes down on Boonton Avenue.  As the work will be done in Butler, it must be 

approved by the Governing Body.   

Moved: Vath         Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-37 approved 

 

2014-38 Resolution Authorizing Lease Agreement with Pequannock River Basin Regional 

Sewerage Authority for the term of April 1, 2014 through March 31, 2016  

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-38 approved 

 

2014-39 Introduction of the 2014 Municipal Budget  

Council President Vath noted that he had provided the specifics earlier as this is just the 

introduction.  The public hearing is scheduled for the April 15, 2014 meeting.   

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-39 approved 

 

2014-40 Transfer Resolution  

Council President Vath and Mayor Alviene noted that this is housekeeping and is done prior to 

the adoption of the current years Municipal Budget.    

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-40 approved 
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2014-41 Resolution to Authorize Self Examination of the 2014 Municipal Budget  

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-41 approved 

 

2014-42 Resolution Authorizing a Lease Agreement for Pole Attachments with Cross River 

Fiber, Inc.   

Previously the Borough had granted this company a right of way agreement; they would like to 

begin installation on the poles, with their product being located between Cablevision and 

Verizon.  This will not affect our wiring; this agreement ensures compliance with the Borough’s 

requirements.    

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, Meier, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: McNear and Regis  

R 2014-42 approved 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way requested clarification of Ordinance 2014-3 pertaining to the 

establishment of the Police Department.  Mr. Lampmann explained that you are required to 

provide the organizational chart by ordinance.  The current changes entail removal of the Captain 

position and the addition of a Lieutenant.  The change will lower the budget for the Police 

Department.  Additionally, Mr. Norman requested explanation of the CAP; he asked what items 

are included in this number.  Mr. Lampmann explained that there are exclusions to the CAP such 

as debt service, health insurance costs, and pension costs; the CAP only affects the municipal 

portion of the budget.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to go into closed session for discussion on a matter of potential litigation. 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 
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Motion to return to open session. 

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Fox 

All in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

 

Adjournment: 8:00 p.m. 

 

Adopted: April 15, 2014  

        
        

       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: April 15, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014 - 3 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 40 OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER PERTAINING TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, in the County of 

Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 40, Section 40-1 entitled “Establishment; composition,” of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler shall be amended to read in its entirety as 

follows: 

 § 40-1  Establishment; composition. 

 A Police Department be and is hereby established for the borough to consist of a 
Chief of Police,  two Lieutenants of Police; up to four Sergeants of Police, who shall be 
patrol supervisors; and up to ten patrol officers. 

 

 Section 2. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in any 

Court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or provisions of this 

Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared invalid shall be inseparable 

from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 3. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and 

publication in the manner provided by law. 

        Introduced this 18th day of 
        March, 2014. 
 

      
              
Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk     Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014-4 

 

CALENDAR YEAR 2014 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40a:4-45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government CAP law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides that in the preparation 

of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 0.5% unless authorized by ordinance to 

increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an 

exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in the County of Morris finds it advisable and 

necessary to increase its CY 2014 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest 

of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 3.0 % increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $203,724 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local 

Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next 

two succeeding years. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler, in the 

County of Morris, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, 

that in the CY 2014 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Butler shall, in accordance with this 

ordinance and N.J.S.A.40A 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to $237,678 and that the CY 2014 municipal 

budget for the Borough of Butler be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part 

of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded 

vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days of such adoption. 
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Introduced: March 18, 2014  

        
__________________________ 

Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
________________________________ 

Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: April 15, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-37 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF TREATMENT WORKS APPROVAL 

APPLICATION & RELATED ACTIONS FOR THE PRBRSA 

BOONTON AVENUE INTERCEPTOR PROJECT 

 

WHEREAS, the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority (the “Authority”) 

is undertaking certain improvements to the existing Boonton Avenue Interceptor line within the 

Borough of Butler; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler (the “Borough”) wishes to cooperate with the 

Authority in conducting said improvements; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Butler in the County of 

Morris, New Jersey as follows: 

 

 

1. The Borough hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to execute the Treatment 

Works Approval forms and other documents as may be required for implementation 

of the Boonton Avenue Interceptor Project by the Authority.  

 

2. This Resolution shall take effect as provided by law.  

  

 

 Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Butler on the 18
th

 day of March, 2014. 

         
        ______________________ 

        Mayor Robert W. Alviene 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 
___________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Date: March 18, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION R 2014-38 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF CERTAIN OFFICE SPACE IN BOROUGH 

HALL TO THE PEQUANNOCK RIVER BASIN REGIONAL SEWERAGE AUTHORITY 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler has available certain office space located at One Ace 

Road, Borough of Butler; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority is desirous of 

leasing said office space from the Borough of Butler; and 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-14(b) authorizes a municipality to lease property to a 

public body. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Butler, in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  The Borough of Butler is hereby authorized to lease approximately 150 

square feet of office space to the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority for a 

rent of $6,000 for the period April 1, 2014 to March 31, 2016. 

 

 Section 2.  The Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to sign the lease which has 

been approved by the Borough Attorney. 

 

Adopted: March 18, 2014 

 

         
        ______________________________ 

        Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 
___________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Date: March 18, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

COUNTY OF MORRIS 

TRANSFER RESOLUTION R2014-40 
 

WHEREAS, transfers are permitted between Reserve Budget Appropriations 

during the first three months of the fiscal year: 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler in 

the County of Morris, New Jersey, that transfers between 2013 Reserve Budget Appropriations 

be made as follows:  

 

 Current Fund 

  Title    From   To 

   Legal Services   $3,400 

   Engineering Fees  $4,300 

   Police S&W   $5,500 

   Garbage Removal OE  $6,000 

   Museum OE   $5,000 

   Telephone   $2,250 

   Water    $3,000 

   Natural Gas   $950 

   Tax Assessor OE    $50 

   Planning Board OE    $2,850 

   MEL JIF Liability    $450 

   Group Health Insurance   $500 

   Police OE     $1,500 

   Fire Department OE    $3,000 

   Streets and Roads OE    $1,000 

   Vehicle Maintenance S&W   $5,525 

   Vehicle Maintenance OE   $3,450 

   Health Department OE   $350 

   Electric     $2,050 

   Gasoline     $9,675  

  Total Current Fund   $30,400 $30,400 

  

 Electric Utility 

 

   Title    From  To 

   Operating S&W  $7,225  

   Dispatch S&W  $2,275      

   Operating OE     $9,500 

   Total Electric Utility  $9,500  $9,500 
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Adopted: March 18, 2014 

 

         

           
       ______________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 
___________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Date: March 18, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER  

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-42 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING POLE ATTACHMENTS TO CROSS RIVER FIBER, INC.  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler owns and operates an Electric Utility, with  utility 

poles throughout the Borough and Cross River Fiber, Inc. requires permission from the Borough 

of Butler for any attachments to said utility poles; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler and Cross River Fiber, Inc. find it is in the best 

interests of the Borough to enter into a license agreement for pole attachments pursuant to the 

terms and conditions in the agreement on file in the office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution.   

 

 

Adopted: March 18, 2014 

       
      _____________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:  

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe 

Borough Clerk 

 

Dated: March 18, 2014 
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R 2014-43 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Butler on the 18
th

 day of 

March 2014, that: 

 

1. Prior to conclusion of the business meeting, the Borough Council shall meet in Executive 

Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as permitted 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s): 

 

(  )  B. (1) Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law  

or State statute or rule of court. 

 

(  ) B. (2) A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to  

  receive funds from the Government of the United States. 

 

(  ) B. (3) A matter the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion  

   of individual privacy. 

 

(  ) B. (4) A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations. 

 

(  ) B. (5) Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates  

   or investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the  

   public interest if disclosed. 

 

(  ) B. (6) Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of  

   the public, if disclosure would impact such protection.  Investigation  

   of violations of the law. 

 

(X) B. (7) Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in  

   Subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client  

   privilege. 

 

(  ) B. (8) Personnel matters. 

 

(  ) B. (9) Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties. 

 

2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to 

the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s). 

 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Vath 

 

 


