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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Vath 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney; 

David Evans, Valerie Dolan of Nisivoccia, LLC Borough Auditors and M. O’Keefe, Borough 

Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

April 1, 2014 Council Workshop Meeting and March 18, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Moved: Meier        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way is appearing before the Mayor and Council this evening about 

the illegal left turns by vehicles from Kiel Avenue onto Route 23.  Mr. Norman relayed what he 

observed recently a vehicle pulled up in the left lane and a Police vehicle pulled up into the right 

lane.  When the signal changed the Police vehicle turned right onto northbound Route 23 and the 

vehicle in the left lane turned left and proceeded south on Route 23.  Mr. Norman noted that the 

Police officer probably did not observe this, because he is sure that if he did the driver would 

have received a summons.  Mayor Alviene concurred with Mr. Norman regarding the Police 

officer not seeing the individual making the illegal turn.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath noted that the 2014 budget is up for adoption this evening, along with 

the public hearing.  As previously stated the total budget is $10,702,626.00, the increase on an 

average assessed house of $251,793.00, is $31.70.  I hope that the budget will be passed this 

evening and projects may move forward, he would like to acknowledge all the hard work by the 

Administration and Department heads in keeping the budget under the 2% Cap.   
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Councilman Fox asked that a Roads meeting be scheduled so he can inspect the damage this 

winter has done to the Roads.  He would like to do this shortly so work may be scheduled based 

on available funding.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on Police 252 summons issued and 23 arrests for a variety of 

offenses.  Acting Chief Chimento has been attending training classes to prepare him for the 

position of Police Chief.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on water and wastewater all the tie-ins on Boonton Avenue are 

complete, some milling and paving work is being done to lessen the severity of the trench.  A 

water main break occurred on April 7, on Elm Street, which was promptly repaired.  On another 

note, the Borough received their full request for Community Development Block Grant funding 

of $80,000 for some sewer work on in the area from Ogden Terrace to Main Street.  The Mayor 

and Council expressed their gratitude to Mr. Lampmann for his hard work to make this a 

successful grant application.   

 

Councilman Meier tree trimming continues work is complete in Kinnelon; currently they are on 

Glenwild Avenue, Bloomingdale.  Additional cut out boxes have been installed in Kinnelon, 

these will lessen the affected areas in the event of an outage and make troubleshooting easier.  

Poles were replaced where necessary, with minimal impact on customers.  An increase in service 

along with pole relocation as part of the expansion of the Quick Chek in Bloomingdale.  All 

meters were read and recorded; any delinquent accounts were addressed along with any customer 

complaints.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health, immunization audits conducted at all 

three schools showed a 100% compliance rating.  Previously discussions were held regarding 

Smoke Free signs provided at no cost to the Borough, the sample of the sign was not 

representative of the Borough of Butler as it depicted a beach scene, and was not sturdy enough 

as a standalone sign.  Councilman McNear was asked to inquire as to a heavier gauge sign and 

one that would be more representative of the community as a whole, unfortunately the sample 

sign is the only type available, the Mayor and Council declined the signs.  

 

Tax Collectors Report – March 2014 – $180,531.64   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – March 2014 – $2,587,181.35   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

 

R 2014-46 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-46 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

Correspondence from Thomas L. Kline, Chairman of the Kinnelon Historical Commission 

Regarding the Kinnelon Butternut Tree  

The Mayor and Council noted that additional documentation has not been received and the cost 

to replace the marker is sizable.  The Council will take no action at this time.   

 

Correspondence from Mason Ford, summarizing the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (ACE) 

and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Plans for Flood Mitigation of the 

Passaic River Watershed  

The Mayor and Council noted they have read this correspondence and noted that no further 

action will be taken.   

 

Proclamation for the Month of May VFW Poppy Sale 

The Mayor and Council noted that this is done annually; the Mayor signed the proclamation, and 

it will be forwarded onto the VFW.  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

2014-3 Ordinance Amending Chapter 40 of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler Pertaining to the Establishment of the Police Department  

Introduced: March 18, 2014 

Advertised: March 26, 2014 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2014-4 Calendar Year 2014 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank  

Introduced: March 18, 2014 

Advertised: March 26, 2014 

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way questioned what the amount of money that will be banked is; 

Councilman Fox noted that $237,678.00 is the amount in question.  Although this ordinance 

grants permission, there is no guarantee that the funds will be used.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

2014-47 2014 Municipal Budget Adoption  

Public Hearing:  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to commend the Borough for their exceptional work on 

the budget; however, he still has some questions on certain items.  Mr. Norman had questions 

regarding various sections of the budget the increase in appropriations for shared service 

agreements.  Mr. Lampmann explained that funds for every shared service received, there has to 

be a corresponding expenditure, as shared services are increased, the amounts increase, which is 

a good thing for the Borough.  Why has there been a substantial increase in the Total Operating 

surplus for the Water and Electric Utility?  Mr. Lampmann explained that the increase is on the 

revenue side, which shows usage of a larger amount of surplus.  Why has there been an increase 

in Salaries and Wages under Administration?  Mr. Lampmann explained that this is the 

replacement for his secretary; there were no wages for the majority of 2013, as he did not replace 

her until late 2013.  Mr. Kozimor will check on the increase in the Electric Utility budget as far 

as salaries are concerned.  Mr. Norman had one last question regarding the increase in county 

taxes for 2014, he noted that the Freeholder Director stated that Morris County taxes did not 

increase yet, and there is sizable increase.  Mr. Evans explained that the county tax rate is set by 

equalization, as your property increases in value so does the county portion of your taxes.  Mr. 

Norman noted the professionalism shown by this Borough Council as opposed to governing 

bodies in other municipalities.    

 

Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion of the meeting, seconded McNear 

 

Moved: Vath        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-47 approved 
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2014-48 Awarding a Contract for Municipal Landscaping Services to T.C.’S Lawn Service 

LLC  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-48 approved 

 

2014-49 Resolution Authorizing Recycling Tonnage Grant  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-49 approved 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Mr. Lampmann noted that it has been ten years since the Master Plan was adopted in 2004, it 

would be appropriate at this time to forward a request to the Planning Board inquiring as to 

status on the update to the Master Plan as well as anticipated costs for the update.   

 

Mayor Alviene and Councilman Fox noted that they have received some requests from the 

Planning Board, but an estimate of the costs is required prior to proceeding.  Councilman 

McNear noted that this would be a great time to examine our redevelopment opportunities.  Mr. 

Oostdyk noted that during the reexamination of the Master Plan is the most advantageous time to 

make changes.   

 

Mr. Oostdyk noted for the record that the lawsuit against Kinnelon was filed the week of April 6, 

2014.  Although, they have not been officially served they have been made aware by letter and 

telephone.  Service should be completed during the week of April 20.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way requested clarification of Ordinance 2014-3 pertaining to the 

establishment of the Police Department.  Mr. Lampmann explained that you are required to 

provide the organizational chart by ordinance.  The current changes entail removal of the Captain 

position and the addition of a Lieutenant.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 
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All in favor. 

 

 

Adjournment: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Adopted: May 20, 2014  

        

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: May 20, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

RESOLUTION NO. R 2014-48 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

AWARDING CONTRACT FOR MUNICIPAL LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Butler has allocated funds for municipal landscaping 

services; and  

 

WHEREAS, sealed proposals were received on April 9, 2014; and 

 

WHEREAS, the treasurer has certified that funds are available for this service; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the proposals have been reviewed by Borough Attorney Robert Oostdyk 

regarding qualification of bidders and conformity with specifications; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby award the contract for Borough of Butler 

Municipal Landscaping Services to T.C.’S Lawn Service LLC for a contract price of $12,250 per 

year.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are 

authorized to sign all necessary contracts regarding the above contract. 

 

 

 

Adopted: April 15, 2014   

        
       _________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

 

 
______________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

 

Dated: April 15, 2014 

 

 

 


