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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis Councilman Raymond Verdonik, and 

Council President Vath 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Mayor Alviene made the following presentations on behalf of the Borough Council and himself. 

 

Presentation of Proclamations to the Butler High School Softball Team NJSIAA Group 1 

State Runner Up 

 

Presentation of Proclamation to Mykalah Curry Outdoor Meet of Champions – State 

Group 1 – 100 Meter Dash Champion 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

July 1, 2014 Workshop Meeting and June 17, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Peggy Spranzani, Cleary Avenue wanted to clarify that drivers are allowed to make the left 

hand turn into Butler Museum parking lot.  When the line is repainted it will be a broken yellow 

line to inform drivers of the ability to make the left hand turn into the parking lot.    

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted that Boonton Avenue has been milled in the lower 

section; he asked who performed this work.  Mr. Lampmann explained that while this is a Morris 

County road, the Borough milled it to ease some of the bumps and trenches; the current milling 

was done to smooth the road out.  Additionally, the road will be paved next year after some 

improvements currently scheduled for the sewer system by the Pequannock River Basin 

Regional Sewerage Authority.  Councilman Fox noted that the road is scheduled to be repaved 

however, not this year.  Additionally, he wanted to inform the Borough of the state of Dean 

Avenue, will both Dean Avenue and Carey Avenue be repaved this year. Mr. Lampmann 
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responded that Carey Avenue will be repaved but infrastructure work is needed, prior to paving 

as there have been a series of water main breaks.  Existing potholes will be addressed on all 

roads this year. Mr. Norman questioned the length of time that PSE &G is responsible for any 

repair work they do to the road after their project is complete.  While PSE & G will repair a road 

if it is in bad shape after they complete a project, it is usually within a reasonable period of time.  

Mr. Norman would like Greenwood Avenue inspected as he feels that some of the potholes are 

approximately six inches deep, Mr. Lampmann will check this area out.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health noting that a free vaccination program is 

scheduled for July 31, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for Butler residents age 19 and over, with no 

insurance coverage or limited insurance coverage for specific vaccines.  Vaccinations available 

will include Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Shingles, Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR), Meningitis, 

Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis (Tdap) and Human Papillomavirus.  Some of the vaccinations are 

age specific so interested residents should contact the Rockaway Township Division of Health at 

973-983-2848 for additional information.  Additionally there will be another program presented 

titled “Resolve to be Ready” a free emergency preparedness seminar that will be held on 

Tuesday, September 23, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in Borough Hall, for registration please contact 

the Health Department at 973-838-7200 x. 237. There will also be an adult immunization 

education program tentatively scheduled for September 24, at the Rockaway Township Public 

Library, all Butler residents are encouraged to attend.  Mayor Alviene stressed that these 

programs are important and the residents should take advantage of them.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, tree trimming is ongoing on Macopin Road 

and Hamburg Turnpike.  Tree trimming was scheduled for Camp Vacamas in West Milford, with 

the plan being to complete this prior to camp opening.  A load calculation was done in Kinnelon 

on East Shore Road, new boxes and larger fuses were installed, a voltage complaint was 

addressed on Boonton Avenue by splitting the load and the addition of a 15kVA transformer.  

Residential 300 amp service was installed in Smoke Rise.  A tree on Boonton Avenue was 

removed that might have done considerable damage to a feeder line; additional tree trimming 

work was done on Route 23 south.  A leaking transformer was replaced on Gifford Street, 

electrical upgrades and installations were done in Bloomingdale.  Riverdale and West Milford 

were quiet.  All meters were read and recorded; any delinquent accounts were addressed along 

with any customer complaints.   

 

Councilman Verdonik regarding water and wastewater informed the Mayor and fellow Council 

members that the new licensed operator began his employment on July 7, 2014; he feels that this 

gentleman will be an asset to the Butler Water department.  The water company is currently 

checking the valves on the streets scheduled for repaving this year, making sure that there are no 
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issues that would require the newly paved streets to be excavated for repairs.  Fire hydrant repair 

has begun and the Carey Avenue water replacement project is scheduled to commence in 

August.  Councilman McNear requested that a fire hydrant located near 140 Hamburg Turnpike 

be inspected as he received a report that it was not operational.   

 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that he had recently reviewed expenses and 

revenues with Mr. Kozimor, CFO.  The budget is on track for this year and the Borough should 

be able to complete the year without any difficulties.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads paving has began, a section of Walnut Lane has been 

paved, and the road has turned out well as per a resident.  Work will begin on the Sunset Avenue, 

Cedar Street and Leonard Road sections; preparatory work has begun in advance of paving at 

this time we are waiting for word from Tilcon as to when they will begin.   

 

Councilman Regis reported that at a meeting of the Public safety committee, discussion was 

held regarding the Butler Fire Department to check on the status of issues previously discussed.  

Three of the four Chiefs attended and the report is that there seems to be a slight improvement 

since the previous meeting.  Regarding two hour parking and illegal U-turns on Main Street, 

Councilman Regis is happy to report that the Police department has been aggressive in their 

pursuit of this as within the first 10 days 21 violations were issued for illegal U-turns and two 

hour parking is being monitored, in some cases the parking spots are being utilized by customers 

or business owners.  He asked that enforcement be concentrated on the newer section of Main 

Street.   

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to provide the Mayor and Council with an update on the request for the 

piece of steel from the World Trade Center for a memorial to fallen firefighters.  He received a 

call from the Port Authority verifying receipt of our letter along with the map, and to 

acknowledge that our application is complete and correct.  There are approximately 160 or so 

applicants for the remaining 68 pieces; however, at least 1/3 of the applicants will be moved 

from the top of the list to the bottom of the list as their applications were incomplete.  A decision 

will not be made until possibly early September about the receipt of a piece of steel, there is a 

possibility if the steel is all gone, there are other artifacts remaining possibly steel from the 

PATH trains, or the train station below, available, however, the selection process must be 

complete.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – June 2014 – $217,005.01   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2014 – $2,067,531.19  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

 

R 2014-70 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-70 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

Proclamation “One Book, One Community” 

 

Proclamation “National Night Out” 

 

Mayor Alviene signed both petitions on behalf of the Council and himself.   

 

Resolution No. 2014-104 of the Township of Parsippany-Troy Hills Opposing the Pilgrim 

Pipeline 

Ms. O’Keefe explained to the Mayor and Council that based on the information received and 

after research she was unable to determine whether or not this pipeline would directly affect the 

residents of Butler.  After discussion the determination was that no resolution will be prepared, if 

the pipeline involves Butler then additional discussion will occur.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

2014-12 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition of a Leasehold Interest in the 

Butler High School by the Borough of Butler and Appropriating $220,000 and Authorizing 

the Issuance of $209,500 in Bonds or Notes 

Introduced: June 15, 2014 

Advertised: June 22, 2014 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance. 

 

Mayor Alviene explained that this is a win win situation for both the Board of Education and the 

Borough.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a council member so requests, in which case the item will be 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.  

 

Council President Vath moved the approval of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilman Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2014-71 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric Utility 

 

* 2014-72 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer  

 Department  

 

* 2014-73 Resolution Requesting Approval of Items of Revenue and Appropriation – 

Safe and Secure Communities Grant 2014-64 Certifying Review of the 2013 Audit 

 

* 2014-74 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Michael W. Grimm, AquaMize, 

LLC, 13310 Se Callahan Road, Happy Valley, Oregon 97086-5903 for Professional 

Engineering Services  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way inquired as to how much of Boonton Avenue will be repaved; 

Mr. Lampmann clarified that the paving will end at the triangle that is across from the “Harmon 

Municipal Parking Lot.” 

 

Peggy Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue asked if Cleary Avenue will be repaved this year, 

Councilman Fox and Mr. Lampmann explained that while this was on the list, with limited 

funding it was put back on the list for 2015 projects.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       JULY 15, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        6 

 

 

Motion to enter into Closed Session –  

Moved: Regis        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to Open Session: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

Adjournment: 7:46 p.m. 

 

Adopted: August 19, 2014  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: August 19, 2014 
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