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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis Councilman Raymond Verdonik, and 

Council President Vath 

 

ALSO, PRESENT J. Kozimor, Chief Financial Officer; C. Woods, from the office of the 

Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

August 4, 2014 Workshop Meeting and July 15, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Council President Vath abstained on the August 4, 2014 meeting as he was absent.   

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way. Mr. Norman had some questions regarding the public notice 

was sent out by the Borough of Butler Water Department, regarding the Department of 

Environmental Protection (“DEP”) requirement that the residents be notified of treatment and 

monitoring requirements not being met.  The issue in question involved the Borough being 

unable to produce written records upon request by the DEP, while all required reports were filed, 

the supporting documents are unavailable.  Councilman Verdonik and Mayor Alviene explained 

that steps have been taken to avoid a situation such as this occurring in the future.  Mayor 

Alviene stated that the DEP has approved the current program in use and stressed that no 

violations were issued.   

 

Sandi Liss, Soul Journey, 409 Main Street has two items for discussion with the Mayor and 

Council the first being invitations to a mixer on October 10, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the High 

point/Ramstein Brewery sponsored by the Economic Development Committee.  The second item 

she would like to discuss is trash being put out several days prior to scheduled pickup.  During 

the summer, garbage tends to leach out all over the curb and into the gutter.  Ms. Liss asked that 

each Council Member look on Main Street to see the garbage out well in advance of scheduled 

pickup.  Mayor Alviene requested that Councilman McNear contact the Health Department to 

investigate the complaint and report to the Mayor and Council.   
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Catherine O’Neill, 72 Bartholdi Avenue is before the Mayor and Council to inform them that 

she is dissatisfied with the current internet service providers; she did some research online and 

found that other municipalities provide their residents with fiber optic internet service.  Currently 

the United States ranks 31st worldwide in Internet speed; she would like the Borough to explore 

the possibility of providing this service to the residents.  Ms. O’Neill provided information 

received from Muninet.org, the Mayor and Council asked that Mr. Lampmann research the 

feasibility of this project.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that Resolution 2014-82 on the agenda for 

adoption this evening is a Bond Anticipation Note for $2,148,250, this covers Roads, Water and 

Electric System Improvement.  Additionally on the agenda, this evening is resolution 2014-83 

detailing the requirements for the Borough to follow certain disclosure procedures and to follow 

required procedures regarding notice and placement thereof.  The passage of this resolution 

allows the Borough to hire a firm to assist in proper notification and recording, currently the 

CFO is looking at contracting with Phoenix Advisors, LLC, for this service.  The budget is on 

track for this year and the Borough should be able to complete the year without any difficulties.    

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads 2014 work is complete on the following roads: Sunset 

Avenue has been milled and paved from the cul-de-sac to Terrace Avenue, Leonard Road has 

been milled and paved from the cul-de-sac to Decker Avenue and Cedar Street has been milled 

and paved from Center Street to Valley.  Additionally, sections of Boonton Avenue have been 

has been milled and paved to smooth out the trenches until Morris County does the upgrades in 

2015 and paves the road. Borough wide pothole repair will continue.   

 

Councilman Regis reported that the Borough of Butler Municipal Alliance received a 

recommendation to receive the sum of $9,475.00, subject to approval by the Morris County 

Freeholders.  Regarding the Butler Fire Department 17 firefighters helped to clean the firehouse 

with approximately two pickup trucks worth of trash.  On August 18, a fire drill was conducted 

27 men attended; the current Chief reported that attendance increased substantially from the 

recent past.  Mayor Alviene explained that the Fire Trucks are being stored in the Municipal 

Building rear parking lot for access during the water main replacement work on Carey Avenue.     

 

Councilman Verdonik wanted to thank the Borough workers for the wonderful job done at the 

National Night Out event.  Work has begun on the Carey Avenue water main and is progressing 

on schedule, with a tentative completion date of August 29, 2014.  Previous discussion occurred 

regarding the public notice that was included in the recent water bill about treatment and 

monitoring procedures.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, wanted to thank all employees for their 

participation in the National Night Out celebration.  There have been a handful of electrical 

outages due to the recent excessive temperatures, however, supplies are on hand to limit the 

outage time.  On July 30, 2014, the bid were opened for a new digger truck, however, the low 

bidder was not chosen, as the vehicle they bid would not have been able to handle the lifting 

capacity at all angles.  Poles were set in Kinnelon, repair and replacement work performed in 

Butler, Bloomingdale, while tree trimming continues.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet.  

All meters were read and recorded; any delinquent accounts were addressed along with any 

customer complaints.   

 

Councilman McNear noting for the record that the Health Department does not meet in July 

and August, however he would like to remind residents that on September 23, from 7:00 to 8:30 

p.m. the Borough is hosting “A Resolve to be Ready” free emergency preparedness seminar, call 

the Health Department for more details.  Councilman McNear reported that at a recent meeting 

of the Economic Development Committee (“EDC”) signage was discussed, no decision on sizes 

have been made however, the Committee is committed to share in the cost of the signage, he will 

follow up with Jim Lampmann regarding costs, etc.  

 

Councilman Fox and Mayor Alviene asked that Councilman McNear get input from the EDC 

regarding areas that they would like to see rezoned as part of the Master Plan update to make the 

areas more business friendly.  Councilman McNear asked if it would benefit if the members of 

the EDC attended the meeting.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – July 2014 – $2,305,731.07   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – July 2014 – $2,482,116.36  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

 

R 2014-78 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-78 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

Resolution No. 47 of the Morris County Board of Freeholders and Township of Montville 

Resolution Requesting that President Obama Use the Full Power and Authority of his 

Office to Immediately Secure the Release of United States Marine Sergeant Andrew 

Tahmooressi from Mexican Custody to Continue his Treatment for Post-Traumatic Stress 

Disorder in the United States  

 

Ms. O’Keefe gave a brief description of the circumstances surrounding his incarceration.   
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The Mayor and Borough Council added a resolution in support to the Agenda. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a council member so requests, in which case the item will be 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.  

 

Council President Vath moved the approval of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilman 

McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2014-79 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

 

* 2014-80 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric Utility 

 

* 2014-81 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer  

 Utility 

 

* 2014-82 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Bond Anticipation Notes not to 

Exceed $2,148,250  

 

* 2014-83 Resolution Relating to Continuing Disclosure Matters Applicable to Bonds 

and Notes of the Borough and Authorizing Certain Actions  

 

Councilman Regis voted yes to the consent agenda, but commented regarding Resolution No. 

2014-82 he feels we should not bond for roads, as we will still be paying the bonds after the 

roads need repaving.  The Mayor and Council expressed concern about the quality of the 

pavement being done; Councilman Fox explained that there are many factors that may be 

affecting the longevity of the roads.  Mr. Kozimor explained that the current interest rate is 

approximately .75%, emphasis will be placed on paying the road improvements portion of the 

note off quickly.   

 

Councilman Fox moved the addition and passage of Resolution No. 2014-84, seconded by 

Councilman McNear. 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       AUGUST 19, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7PM 

PAGE NO.        5 

 

 

2014-84 Requesting President Obama use the Full Power and Authority of his Office to 

Immediately Secure the Release of United States Marine Sergeant Andrew Tahmooressi 

from Mexican Custody 

 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way inquired as to the purposes of the Bond Anticipation Notes, Mr. 

Kozimor explained that the projects are as follows Water Plant improvements, the acquisition of 

a digger derrick truck, electric utility improvements, Americans with Disabilities Act bathroom 

updates for Butler High School.  Mr. Norman wanted to know if any additional thought had been 

given to the shop locally program where an individual would receive a tax break for shopping 

locally.  Councilman Regis and Fox explained that although this program is in use in 

Pequannock, it has not increased the business.  Ms. Liss a local business owner was in the 

audience and she explained that the administrative costs involved make this program unattractive 

to business owners.  Mr. Lampmann to continue to monitor the program. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

Adjournment: 7:52 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 16, 2014 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

Dated: September 16, 2014  
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