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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag led by Boy Scouts from Butler and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis Councilman Raymond Verdonik, and 

Council President Vath 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; C. Woods, from the office of the 

Borough Attorney and M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

October 7, 2014 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way read that a bid was taken for trash and recycling removal, he 

asked if the Borough had looked into doing this in house, as the Borough is so successful with 

the Electric and Water Department.  Mr. Lampmann explained he has researched the cost 

effectiveness of this, noting that other municipalities who provide this service the cost to them is 

far greater than the cost is greater for the Borough to provide self-pickup, then private pickup.  

There are many factors that influence the cost starting with hiring employees, purchase of 

garbage trucks and the cost of workers compensation insurance that must be carried, as solid 

waste removal has one of the highest accident rates.    

 

Margaret Spranzani, 32 Cleary Avenue presented the Mayor and Council with a letter 

(attached) from the Butler Museum and Historical Committee thanking them and specifically 

acknowledging the assistance given to the Butler Museum by Jim Lampmann.  His quick 

thinking in having the Borough employees move all the heaviest furniture to a room already 

carpeted allowed two rooms to have new carpet installed on two successive Saturdays.  

 

Ken Montanye, 8 North Western Avenue wanted to request that the new signs be posted at the 

upper end of North Western Avenue, there is still one of the older signs at that location.  In the 

past week, he had to turn back three deliveries for Western Avenue.  He also requested 

replacement of the “Enter Only” sign previously knocked down at the entrance to the museum.  

He has one last request regarding the installation of a light in the parking lot in the rear of the 

Municipal Building near the clothing donation bins. He has concerns about safety in the area, as 

it is very dark.   
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Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough is in the process of replacing street signs, however, 

the new sign will probably not be ordered until Spring at the earliest.  He is aware that there are 

several signs remaining that need replacement, however, they are costly, so the signs are being 

replaced in sections.  Regarding the light installation in the rear parking lot by the clothing 

donation bins there are no electrical hookups near that location, several poles would be required 

to provide electrical service to that area, and the request will be reviewed as to feasibility and 

cost.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the property in question might be leased to senior housing; he 

will review all the issues.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

Councilman McNear reported that the Board of Health had a meeting on September 24, 2014.  

Child Health conferences were held on September 22, six registered, four attended.  The Butler 

Health Department is offering a free vaccination program on November 24 for residents age 19 

and over that are either uninsured or underinsured regarding vaccinations.  Residents wishing to 

attend can schedule an appointment through the Rockaway Township Health Department at 973-

983-2848.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, Utility Services removed all old electric 

meters remaining from the switchover to smart metering, they recycle all those meters and pay 

the Borough for them.  Crews installed underground fault indicators where required, making 

locating the source of an outage much quicker.  Tree trimming in Kinnelon continues, in Butler 

upgraded service was installed along with upgrades to service in Bloomingdale and West 

Milford.  Riverdale was quiet, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were 

addressed.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water noting that flushing has been completed and the 

Water plant is operating on regular hours.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police Department the three new officers are still in the 

academy, other officers are in various training courses, both mandatory and education for other 

responsibilities.  The Butler Fire Department held their annual Halloween celebration; according 

to Chief Neill, it was a big success.  Councilman Regis noted that the Fire Department does a 

tremendous job with this every year.  As a reminder, this Saturday is the Butler Senior Holiday 

Dinner at the Firehouse.  
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Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, basin and pothole repair continues; the Department of 

Public Works is trying to complete repairs prior to winter setting in.  The salt shed was rebuilt 

over the summer to allow twice the storage capacity.  All trucks have been winterized and any 

repairs needed were completed.  We are awaiting the delivery of a new truck with a plow; it 

should arrive in approximately twelve weeks.   

 

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that on the agenda, this evening is a 

resolution that cancels appropriation balances for the Public Employees Retirement System and 

the Police and Firemen’s Retirement System, the billing was lower than anticipated. Those 

monies will be used to pay off an outstanding note of $40,000 for a Special Assessment on 

Myrtle Avenue.    

 

Tax Collectors Report – October 2014 – $2,345,416.68     

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – October 2014 – $2,281,487.32  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

 

R 2014-101 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-101 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

 

Request from Christ Chapel Church for the use of Butler Park for an Open Air Church 

Service on September 6, 2015.   

 

Mayor Alviene and the Council agreed with the use of the Park, as the date approaches the Clerk 

will check to make sure everything is still in order.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

 

2014-14 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 44 (Recreation Commissioners) Providing for 

the Appointment of Alternate Members  
Public Hearing: December 16, 2014 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None 
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RESOLUTION(S): 

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a council member so requests, in which case the item will be 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.  

 

Councilman Fox moved the approval of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Council President Vath  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2014-102 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

 

* 2014-100 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

* 2014 Transfer Resolution 

 

* Resolution Cancelling Appropriations 

 

* Resolution Authorizing an Emergency Appropriation  

 

* Resolution Authorizing an Interlocal Service Agreement with the Butler Board of 

Education for Computer Tech Support  

 

* Resolution Urging the Governor and Legislature to Recognize and Preserve the 

Strength of Local Pension Funding When Considering the Recommendations of the 

Pension and Health Benefits Study 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Amendments to Chapter 21 (Fire Department) of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler  

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that he incorporated all the suggestions into this sample ordinance.  

Although this includes many ideas it does not include everything, this is a starting point for the 

amendments to the ordinance.  Mayor Alviene noted that the initial plan was to have all the 

changes made and the ordinance in effect by the end of the year; however, at this point it is not 

possible with the remaining meetings left.  Mr. Lampmann asked that the Mayor and Council 

forward any comments or suggestions to him prior to the December 2, 2014 meeting, so he may 

incorporate the changes prior to the meeting.  Councilman Regis feels that it is easier for 

discussion to occur at a Workshop Meeting, as opposed to a Regular meeting.   
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Authorizing the Provision of Employee Health Care Incentives  

 

Mr. Lampmann noted that current IRS law allows up to $6650.00 for a family or $3350.00 for a 

single employee be placed into a Health Savings Account.  As an incentive to switch from the 

“Cadillac Plans” to higher deductible plans, the Borough will match an employee’s contribution 

up to $3325.00 (family) or $1675.00 (single).  The reasoning for this is that beginning in 2018 

there will be penalties for employees enrolled in “Cadillac Plans.”  While the employee would 

have a significant out of pocket expense, prior to insurance kicking in, the benefit would be a 

lower contribution for the premium for both the employee and the Borough.  Mr. Lampmann 

asked for direction regarding the proper way to implement this would it be done by policy, 

ordinance or resolution.  Councilman Fox noted this is the direction the Borough should take; the 

younger employees are generally healthier so the impact is not as great on them.  The Mayor and 

Council concurred that this is a win-win situation for all.  In response to question about 

employees, opting in and out of the program Mr. Lampmann explained that employees in the 

State Health benefits plan could only change coverage once a year unless there is a life-changing 

event, for example say an employee has coverage through their spouse and the spouse loses his 

or her job then you may enroll immediately.  Councilman Regis wanted to express his gratitude 

to Mr. Lampmann and Mr. Kozimor for their hard work in looking for ways to save the Borough 

money.  Mr. Woods explained that either policy or a resolution might be the way to go as far as 

notification requirements.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way expressed his concern about a situation he recently observed, as 

he exited Cascade Way onto Route 23 South.  A tractor-trailer delivering vehicles to the car 

dealership was in the middle of the highway, there was a person using a ladder to climb up on the 

trailer the ladder was in the roadway.  He was going to contact the police however, he felt that by 

the time he contacted them they would have the vehicle backed into the lot.  Mr. Norman 

suggested that perhaps they could hire a police officer for traffic control during the deliveries. 

Mayor Alviene noted that while that is a good suggestion it might not be as easy to implement.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that when making deliveries the driver waits for the light at Cascade 

Way to turn red, and then the driver backs the truck in to unload, rather than unloading vehicles 

on the shoulder of the road, it is impossible for the truck to pull in nose first and then turn around 

on that property.  If the driver pulls in to the lot, they would have to back out onto the highway.  

Councilman Fox noted this might be an issue for the Planning Board depending on what is in the 

resolution.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 
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Councilman Regis wanted to note that Fire Department Chief Elections were held and Jim Neill 

was elected as Chief of the Fire Department.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

Adjournment: 7:44 p.m. 

 

 

Adopted: December 16, 2014  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: December 16, 2014 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2014 - 14 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 44 OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE APPOINTMENT OF UP TO TWO ALTERNATE MEMBERS OF THE 
BOARD OF RECREATION COMMISSIONERS 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-1.1, a municipality may provide for the 

appointment of up to two (2) alternative members of a Board of Recreation 

Commissioners; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council finds that it would be in the best interest of the 

Borough to have alternate members of the Board of Recreation Commissioners. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of Butler, in the County of Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 44, Section 44-2, of the Revised General Ordinances of 

the Borough of Butler, shall be amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

§ 44-2.  Appointment of members. 

The Board of Recreation Commissioners shall consist of seven (7) persons appointed 
by the Mayor and up to two (2) alternate members appointed by the Mayor. 
  
 Section 2. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in 

any Court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or 

provisions of this Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 3. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent 

herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
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 Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage 

and publication in the manner provided by law. 

        Introduced this 3 day of 
        November 2014. 
 
 

      
              
Mary O’Keefe, Borough Clerk    Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
 

  



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        38 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        39 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        40 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        41 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        42 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        43 

 

 

 



MINUTES OF:        COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE OF MEETING:       NOVEMBER 3, 2014 

TIME OF MEETING:       7:00 PM 

PAGE NO.        44 

 

 

 


