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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag led by Boy Scouts from Butler and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis Councilman Raymond Verdonik, and 

Council President Vath 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. OôKeefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Presentation of a Donation by the Silentia Lodge No. 168 to Tri-Boro First Aid Squad  

Carroll Campbell and Jerry Bott presented Wayne Hammaker with a donation of monies raised 

from the pig roast recently held at the Lodge.  Mr. Hammaker thanked the Lodge for their 

generous donation.   

 

Hearing on Power Home Remodeling 2014 Licenses 

Charles Hague appeared on behalf of Power Home Remodeling  

The Clerk provided the Mayor and Council with a synopsis of the events leading up to this 

hearing.  In February 2014, Ms. OôKeefe received notification from the Butler Police that a 

representative of Power Home Remodeling forcibly entered an elderly personôs home.  A letter 

was sent to Power Home Remodeling stating that this behavior would not be tolerated and that 

should it occur again the process to rescind their licenses would begin.  In early December, two 

more residents contacted the Butler Police with complaints similar in nature.  Upon receipt of the 

complaints, Ms. OôKeefe contacted Chief Chimento for verification of the complaints and R. 

Oostdyk, Borough Attorney for direction.  In accordance with the Revised General Ordinances 

of the Borough of Butler, a hearing was scheduled for this evening.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that this type of behavior is unacceptable in the Borough.  The Mayor 

invited Mr. Hague to approach the Council and provide his explanation regarding these events.   

 

Mr. Hague noted that Power Home Remodeling also finds this type of behavior unacceptable, 

beginning with the events occurring February and then recently earlier this month.  While the 

individual is a fine young man and a veteran, he made a mistake for which Mr. Hague 

apologized.  Mr. Oostdyk asked for clarification on training regarding parameters for solicitation.  

Mr. Hague explained that you do not want to disturb homeowners nor do you want to cross the 

line that would alienate future clients, the solicitor needs to accept no for an answer and move 

on.  Mr. Oostdyk explained that while people may be unhappy they rarely take it to the level to 

contact the police and file a complaint.  The Borough Council had no questions however; Mayor 

Alviene noted that the current licenses would be suspended for the remainder of the year. If 

licenses are applied for in 2015, then that would be brought before the Mayor and Council for 

their approval.  Councilman Fox noted for the record that you do not treat the residents of Butler 
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in that manner and should an application for 2015 licensing come before the Mayor and Council 

he would not feel comfortable approving it.  Motion by Councilman Fox to suspend solicitorôs 

licenses for Power Home Remodeling for the remainder of 2014, second by Council President 

Vath. 

 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Should Power Home Remodeling apply for any solicitor licenses in 2015, Chief Chimento, 

Mayor and Borough Council will review them.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

October 21, 2014 and November 3, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

Minutes approved.   

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION  

Richard Snyder, President of RS Microwave, a tenant in 10 and 22 Park Place, requested that 

the two parking spaces next to the driveway on Park Place be designated as no parking during 

the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. to make it safer to exit the parking lot.  He feels that if these 

parking spots were restricted during those hours it would improve the site line when exiting the 

parking lot.  While there is another exit from the parking lot onto Kiel Avenue, he feels that is 

even more dangerous as people tend to accelerate as they get onto Kiel Avenue.  Additionally, he 

feels that the loss of these spots would not affect parking in the downtown area as they are quite 

removed from the shops.  Mr. Snyder stated he spoke with the other tenants and they are in 

agreement with removal of at least one or possibly two spots.  Chief Chimento was asked to 

address Mr. Snyder and the Mayor and Council on this issue; he stated that the level of activity 

and motor vehicle accidents, does not mitigate changing the parking in the area.  He would be 

hesitant to limit parking spots based on the two accidents that have occurred.  Mayor Alviene 

noted that he appreciated Mr. Snyder concerns, along with Chief Chimento, he feels that a study 

should be conducted, the Borough Council concurred with the Mayor.  Mr. Lampmann asked 

that the study also include the elimination of left turns from drivers who take the ñchuteò by the 

clock and then they stop and attempt to make a left turn into the 10 Park Place parking lot; this 

creates a hazardous condition for drivers in both directions.   

 

Ingrid Vida, 17 Excelsior Place is present this evening to complain about her water, if she does 

not change her filters every two to three months her water pressure diminishes.  She reported that 

she changed her water filters on November 7, today she stated her water pressure is at 50%.  Mr. 

Lampmann noted that he has not received any additional complaints from her neighbors who had 

a water filtration system installed at the Boroughôs expense and had previously experienced the 

same issue.  Additionally, he offered the same solution to Ms. Vida as her neighbor but she was 

not receptive to that idea as the filters she currently uses are standard in a laboratory setting.  
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Mayor Alviene asked Ms. Vida to try the filters that her neighbors have used, after discussion 

she agreed to try the system that her neighbor is using.   

 

Jason Karpowich, 8 Elm Street is here this evening to notify the Mayor and Council that the 

school bus stop was recently moved from the corner of Elm Street and Boonton Avenue due to a 

sidewalk collapse, from a Morris County owned storm drain that required repair.  Approximately 

25 young children are now waiting for the bus at West Belleview and Boonton Avenue; he feels 

that this is a dangerous situation.  The parents present asked that the bus stop be moved to Brook 

Street, as the stop where it is currently located is hazardous.   

 

Rebecca Dollaway is a bus driver for Jordan transit and she concurred with Mr. Karpowich that 

that is a dangerous situation.   

 

Chief Chimento responded to a question from Mayor Alviene that he had received a phone call 

from Barbara Murphy, Butler Board of Education Business Administrator regarding the newly 

relocated bus stop and the parking situation with parents.  While he understands the concerns, the 

Police can only enforce Title 39, but he will make sure that is enforced.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that it is ultimately a school board decision where the bus stop is located; 

the storm drain was a dangerous situation, with the concern being that a child would fall into the 

storm drain and be injured.  Mayor Alviene agreed with the West Belleview location initially 

because a crossing guard is at that location.  He has no problem with relocating the bus stop, but 

that is a Board of Education decision.   

 

Councilman Meier asked for clarification that the request is to move the bus stop approximately 

twenty feet, those present in the audience agreed that is their request.   

 

Matt DiNapoli, 13 Scott Street informed the Mayor and Council that he had spoken with 

Barbara Murphy earlier and Ms. Murphy told him that he should approach the Mayor and 

Council regarding moving the bus stop to a new location.   

 

Jennifer Hagens, 9 Scott Street left a message for Ms. Murphy, they have not spoken yet,  

however, her concern is having a crossing guard does not alleviate the issue of safety, she feels 

that there is a section of Boonton Avenue that the children would have to walk in the street and 

this is hazardous.   

 

Mayor Alviene addressed Ms. Hagens concerns that the Borough will contact the Board of 

Education regarding this issue.   

 

Mr. Lampmann asked for clarification as to where the bus would be stopping, Ms. Hagens asked 

that the bus block the entrance to Brook Street that would alleviate many of the safety concerns. 
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Tom Galban, Pastor of the Risen King Church, Manning Avenue wanted to formally 

introduce himself to the Mayor and Borough Council and to lend his support to anyone who 

needs it in the community.  He also wanted to notify them that Pompton Valley Christian 

Assembly, 19 West Belleview closed in May and they donated their building to Risen King for a 

Childrenôs Church Center for Sunday mornings and a community center during the week.  He 

will keep the Borough informed.  In response to a question from Mr. Lampmann, regarding snow 

removal for elderly or infirm residents Pastor Galban asked that he be contacted and he has 

parishioners available to help.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked for clarification as to when Butler will begin supplying 

water to Bloomingdale.  He has some questions about the contract who will be doing repairs to 

Bloomingdale water mains, how much water will they be purchasing and where will the monies 

be allocated? Mr. Lampmann explained that Bloomingdale has a water department and they will 

be responsible for repairs to their pipes, the contract calls for a maximum amount to be available 

to Bloomingdale, this is not the regular daily usage.  Regarding the monies received, they will be 

used for upgrades that are required to the water utility;  they would have been done with or 

without the contract with Bloomingdale.   

 

Ken Montanye, 8 North Western Avenue wanted to know what the status is of installing 

additional lighting in the parking lot in the rear of the municipal building and he questioned the 

efficiency of the no U-turn signs downtown.  Mr. Lampmann explained that he had spoken to the 

Utility Superintendent and they will meet and decide what can be done regarding lighting.   

 

Sandi Liss, 409 Main Street had two questions can speed limit signs be posted on Main Street, 

and can the Police presence be increased as drivers tend to come speeding through Main Street.   

 

Councilman Regis asked that the trailer be put down onto Main Street to monitor speed limits.   

 

Chief Chimento noted that the law in New Jersey is 25 mph unless otherwise posted; however, 

he would not be averse to posting signs.  In response to the trailer being used, in times of 

inclement weather, drivers do not always see the trailer and it has been hit.  The pole mounted 

speed detector does not do well in colder weather.  Regarding increased police presence Chief 

Chimento noted that he has logs where patrols are routinely conducted and he can share those 

with Ms. Liss.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman McNear. 

All in favor. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:  

Council President Vath reporting on Finance noted that on the agenda, this evening are 

resolutions that transfer funds from accounts with surplus to those that need funding. Other 

resolutions included the cancellation of unexpended utility funds that will go into surplus for 

later use; cancelling capital balances that will be put into either capital improvements or surplus 

and finally there are some grant balances that need to be closed out as per recommendations or 

our auditor. As per the Chief Financial Officer, the expenditures are tracking accordingly and 

budget meetings will be held in January.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, basin and pothole repair continues while the weather holds 

out; all the equipment is ready for the winter and any snow that may fall.  

 

Councilman Regis reporting on the Police and Fire Department noted that they have been busy 

recently with the Park Lighting, although the Electric Department does the majority of the work, 

but the Fire Trucks were decorated beautifully.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water there were two water main breaks one on Laurel 

Street and one on Harold J. Matthews, Jr. Court.  There was a poor pressure water issue over at 

the Dunkinô Donuts on Route 23, near Valley Road, the cause was one of the original couplings 

had corroded, shrinking the line, repairs are complete.    

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health two children were examined as part of 

the Child Health Services program; four adults were immunized as part of the Adult 

immunization program.  Discussion continues on Ebola, there is a lot of information both 

statewide and from the Federal Government, however, too much to share this evening.   

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric Utility, tree trimming has continued underground 

fault indicators were installed in various locations; these devices identify cable ruptures quickly, 

minimizing outages.  Thanksgiving Eve was a challenge due to the heavy wet snow, it caused 

multiple outages, all repairs were completed and the crews were able to enjoy their Thanksgiving 

dinner.  A service upgrade was installed in Kinnelon at the Fayson Lakes Water Company, along 

with transfer of service at another location.  A motor vehicle accident on Glenwild Avenue, 

Bloomingdale sheared off the pole, it was replaced and service was restored.  A pole fire was 

also reported in Bloomingdale repairs were made and service restored.    Riverdale and West 

Milford were quiet, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.  In 

closing, Councilman Meier wished everyone a Happy Holiday! 

 

Tax Collectors Report ï November 2014 ï $4,228,636.55  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. ï November 2014 ï $1,914,111.63  
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS  

R 2014-113 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath       Second: McNear  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2014-113 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

E-Mail from Laura Blumhof ï Holiday Decorations the Electric department will address this 

issue for the 2015 Holiday season.   

 

Letter from RS Microwave Company Safety Issue with Parking Lot exit at 10 Park Place  

A traffic study will be done along with the Borough Engineer reviewing the on street parking at 

this location.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION  

None 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION  

2014-14 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 44 (Recreation Commissioners) Providing for 

the Appointment of Alternate Members  
Introduced: November 3, 2014 

Advertised: November 16, 2014  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance and this ordinance only.   

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak on this ordinance the Councilman Fox made a motion to 

close this public portion of the meeting and adopt the ordinance, second by Councilman Regis. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S):  

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*)  are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will  be approved by one motion.  There will  be no separate 

discussion of these items unless a council member so requests, in which case the item will  be 

removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda.  

 

Councilman Fox moved the approval of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Councilman McNear  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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*  2014-114 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office 

 

*  2014-115 Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

 

*  2014-116 2014 Transfer Resolution 

 

*  2014-117 Resolution Cancelling Appropriations 

 

*  2014-118 Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of Capital Balances  

 

*  2014-119 Resolution Authorizing Cancellation of State and Federal Grant Fund 

Balances  

 

*  2014-120 Resolution Authorizing 2015 Borough Towing Contracts  

 

*  2014-121 Resolution Approving Participation in the Safe and Secure Communities 

Program  

 

*  2014-122 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Well Agreements with Various 

Property Owners on Route 23 in West Milford 

 

*  2014-123 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement with Insurance Design 

Administrators for the Provision of Dental Benefits 

 

*  2014-124 Renewal of Alcoholic Beverage License for 2014-2015 ï Butler Bowl ï 

Pocket License  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

2015 Non-Union Salaries -  

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to get input from the Mayor and Council regarding a 2% increase for the  

Non-Union employees for 2015.   

 

2014-125 Resolution Authorizing Non-Union Salaries for 2015 

Moved: Regis       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

2014-125 adopted. 

 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC:  

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 
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Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to report a very bad pothole from a sanitary sewer on 

Boonton Avenue, just past West Belleview Avenue.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the sanitary 

sewer is the property of the Pequannock River Basin Regional Sewerage Authority.  There is a 

project scheduled for that area next year, the bid for the project is scheduled for January.  Mr. 

Norman questioned the drilling of wells on Route 23 in West Milford, Mr. Lampmann explained 

approximately three quarters of a mile of pipe from 1902 that used provide water from the 

Apshawa reservoir to residents is still being used by three customers in West Milford.  When 

Kinnelon built the reservoir, the Apshawa reservoir was no longer used to provide water to 

Butler.  However, those three properties continued to be fed by the 1902 line, at the time of 

installation the line was probably on the edge of the road, currently it meanders back and forth 

under the center divider of Route 23.  When a break occurs both North and South Bound Route 

23 must be shut to a single lane each way, the water does not flow up it at the break it comes out 

on the side of the road on the bank approximately 150 horizontally from the location of the water 

main.  During the last break it took three nights of digging, shutting the road down and making 

numerous holes, it was pure luck that the break was located at that time; the main is over 100 

years old and can break at any time.  It is more cost effective to put wells in and abandon the line 

than to try to make a repair.  The cost for repair several years ago was more than one and a half 

times the cost of the wells today.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to go into closed session:  

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to open session:  

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 
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Adjournment: 8:25 p.m. 

 

Adopted: February 17, 2015 

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. OôKeefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: February 17, 2015 
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