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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection 

 

ROLL CALL  

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis and Councilman Verdonik  

 

Absent: Council President Vath  

 

Motion to excuse Council President Vath absence: 

Moved: Meier        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, 

David Evans, Borough Auditor and M. OôKeefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

Dignitaries in attendance for the Swearing-In Ceremony for Sergeant Colleen Pascale are Sheriff 

Rochford and Undersheriff Pascale, along with officers from various other Police Departments.   

 

Sergeant Pascaleôs children held the Bible while the Clerk administered the oath of office.   

 

Mayor Alviene noted that it is with pride that Sergeant Pascale took her oath of office in front of 

her fellow members of the Butler Police Department, the Borough is fortunate to have an 

outstanding police department.   

 

Presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation to Chris Finelli for his years of service to the Butler 

Planning Board 

 

Mayor Alviene invited the following members of the Planning Board to join Chris, Karen 

Becker, Secretary, James Nargiso, Chair and Jim Brown and John Donnelly, additionally 

Councilman Fox who is also a member of the planning board joined them. 

 

The Mayor read the Certificate of Appreciation aloud and James Nargiso noted that Chris will be 

missed at the meetings of the Planning Board.  

 

At this time, the regular order of business was suspended to allow for a hearing and 

passage of the 2015 Municipal Budget. 

 

2015-1 Calendar Year 2015 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP bank 
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Councilman Fox opened the public hearing on 2015-1.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way, noted that the budgetary items were introduced in an incorrect 

order. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward closed the public portion of the meeting on 

this ordinance, seconded by Councilman Regis. 

 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-42 Municipal Budget  

Motion to open the Public Hearing on the 2015 Municipal Budget. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had a couple of questions on the budget (1) Why is there an 

increase of 80% in Engineering services? Mr. Lampmann explained that there is no change in the 

budgeted amount, the projects from last year were capital projects so the expenditures would be 

from there.  (2) Why is there an increase in the amount budgeted for trash and recycling pickup? 

Mr. Lampmann explained that we are in a new contract, the difference shown is the annual 

increase with the new contract.  (3) Who is covered by employee health insurance on sheet 20 of 

the budget.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the employees covered would be everyone other than 

the Electric Utility and the Water Utility.  (4) Why is there an increase in the Sewer rates?  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that there are a number of factors such as debt service; Two Bridges 

Sewerage Authority recently completed a $30,000,000 upgrade on the plant.  Additionally, there 

are new DEP requirements that must be met, so additional upgrades must be done.  (5) How 

many people are employed by the Water department that are covered in the insurance costs?  Mr. 

Lampmann explained that percentages of the employees who work in billing along with the 

CFO, Clerk and himself are included; the costs are split amongst the utilities.  (6) Who is 

covered by the insurance costs for the Electric Department? Mr. Lampmann explained that the 

full time Electric employees are covered along with a portion from the billing office, and 

administrative staff.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the Borough has one insurance policy but the 

premium costs are split up amongst the various departments.  Additionally, the police are of the 

health insurance costs.  Using the State Health Benefits Plan has saved the Borough a 

considerable amount of money.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward closed the public portion of the meeting on 

Municipal Budget, seconded by Councilman McNear.   
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Motion to adopt the 2015 Municipal Budget. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

R 2015-45 Amendment to the Capital Budget  

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

March 3, 2015 Council Workshop Meeting  

 

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION  

Chris Finelli, 172 Kiel Avenue has a question on protocol is there an ordinance being 

introduced this evening regarding the Butler Fire Department and will there be an additional 

public comment period.    

 

Seeing no one else come forward, motion to close this public portion of the meeting: 

Moved: McNear       Second: Fox 

All in favor. 

 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS:  

Councilman Fox reporting on roads noted that an inspection of the roads has taken place; the 

2015 road-repaving schedule will be available at the May meeting.    

 

Councilman Regis Councilman Regis noted that the Public Safety Committee had met several 

times, for a number of reasons, including the promotion of Sergeant Pascale and the changes to 

the Fire Department ordinance being introduced tonight.   

 

Councilman Verdonik regarding Water, clarified that he was absent from the March 17, 

Council Meeting so he could attend a ceremony honoring Keith Smith our Water Operator as 

Water Operator of the Year.  Two of the four filters at the Water Plant have had the media 
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replaced, work to begin on the third one next week.  Spring flushing has begun, the schedule is 

posted on the Borough of Butler website, flushing should be completed in approximately two 

weeks.   

 

Councilman Meier Councilman Meier noted that crews would begin working on primary feeder 

upgrade projects. Tree trimming work continues where needed, in Kinnelon poles were set and 

service transferred in a number of areas, repairs were completed.  In Butler a voltage complaint 

was addressed, upgraded service was installed.  In Bloomingdale, poles were set and service 

transferred, a new transformer bank was built to accommodate the expansion of a convenience 

store, all repair work is completed.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet, all meters were read 

and recorded, delinquent accounts were addressed.   

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health noted that there is a child health 

screening on April 27.  There is a blood pressure screening scheduled for May 18, details are on 

the website, and appointments need to be made for the screening.   Reporting on the Economic 

Development Committee he wanted to thank Mr. Lampmann for having the Butler Business 

District signs installed, the signs look good and the Committee is very happy with the progress. 

Some of the events that will be taking place this summer are Art in the Park, dates are June 14 

and September 20, various artists showing their wares, along with bringing more people to the 

downtown business area.  There will also be concerts in the park, those dates are June 12, July 

10, August 7 and September 18, concerts will be from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. He hopes that 

everyone will come out and participate.   

 

Mayor Alviene added that there are three new businesses opening up in town; he has been 

contacted to do a ribbon cutting ceremony.     

 

Tax Collectors Report ï March 2015 ï $239,436.95 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. ï March 2015 ï $2,716,391.45  

 

Ms. OôKeefe informed the Mayor and Council that Peking House a local restaurant was found in 

violation of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Controls rules and regulations and a 37 day 

suspension of licensing privileges was levied, however, the licensee may appeal and the state 

will conduct a hearing, the possibility exists that there will be a fine levied.  Mr. Oostdyk 

explained that when the license is up for renewal we would ask the Licensee to appear before the 

Mayor and Council to detail what steps are being taken so this does not occur again.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS  

R 2015-38 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik  

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department bills by Meier 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath  

R 2015-38 approved 
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PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclaiming May as Senior Citizen Month in Butler 
The Mayor and Council were in agreement; a proclamation will be prepared and forwarded to 

the Butler Senior Housing Development.   

 

Resolution No. 34 of the Morris County Freeholders in Opposition to the Proposed Pilgrim 

Pipeline 

In researching the pipeline location, it does not affect the Borough of Butler; the Borough is 

remaining neutral on this issue.   

 

Correspondence from Assemblyman Robert J. Auth, 39th District requesting a Resolution 

of Support for A-4325 the Transparent Tax Act of 2015 

 

Mr. Lampmann explained that this legislation contains a clause that allows municipalities to 

share the burden of a tax appeal refund by the State, County and School Board.  Currently the 

municipality pays the entire amount refunded.  A resolution in support will be added to the 

agenda and forwarded onto various state officials including our local legislators.   

 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUC TION  

2015-2 Ordinance Amending Chapter 21 of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler (Fire Department) 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Regis        Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Meier 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-3 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition of a New Aerial Bucket Truck for 

use by the Electric Utility and Appropriating $200,000 for the Acquisition of the Same 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 
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2015-4 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Improvement of the Water Supply and 

Distribution System and Appropriating $450,000 for said Improvements 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-5 Bond Ordinance Providing for the Acquisition of a New Dump Truck by the 

Borough of Butler and Appropriating $75,000 for the Acquisition of the Same  

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: McNear       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-6 An Ordinance Appropriating $80,000 for Sewer System Improvements to Ogden 

Terrace from Community Development Block Grant Funding 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-7 An Ordinance Appropriating $24,000 for the Acquisition of the Equipment for the 

Police Department 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-8 An Ordinance Appropriating $25,000 for the Acquisition of Equipment for the Fire 

Department  

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Regis        Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Meier 

Absent: Vath 
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2015-9 An Ordinance Appropriating $5,000 for Improvements to the Butler Museum 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-10 An Ordinance Appropriating $120,000 for the Purchase and Installation of a 

Generator for Butler Borough Hall  

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

2015-11 An Ordinance Appropriating $45,000 for the Purchase of a Utility Truck for the 

Department of Public Works 

Public Hearing: May 19, 2015 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION  

2015-1 Calendar Year 2015 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation 

Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank 

Ordinance adopted earlier in the meeting. 

 

RESOLUTION(S):  

 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*)  are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will  be approved by one motion.   

 

2015-39 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Meier       Second: McNear 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Vath 

 

*  2015-40 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Office  

 

*  2015-41 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in 

Electric Department  
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*  2015-43 Recycling Tonnage Grant   

 

*  2015-47 Resolution in Support of A-4325 the Transparent Tax Act of 2015 

 

 

2015-44 Granting Fireman Exemption to John Futcher, Jr. Butler Fire Department 

Motion by: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

Abstain: Meier 

Absent: Vath 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Wyatt Mickens Application to become a member Butler Fire Department Kinney Hose 

 

The Mayor and Council approved the application.  

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC:  

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

James Neill, 100 Kinnelon Road, Kinnelon addressed the Mayor and Council asking for a 

paper copy of the Fire Department Ordinance and would like to know who will address any 

questions they have and should they be submitted prior to the next Council meeting.  

 

Mayor Alviene explained that as this is an ordinance the questions should be brought before the 

entire Council, Mr. Lampmann asked that they be given to him or the Clerk to forward onto Jack 

Alderton for clarification. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way has a couple of questions regarding the ordinances introduced 

this evening.  Mr. Norman inquired about purchasing vehicles; Mr. Lampmann explained that 

these are replacement vehicles.  Regarding improvements to the Water Supply system Mr. 

Lampmann explained that this is Borough wide.  Regarding equipment for the police department 

Mr. Lampmann explained this is various equipment, including service revolvers.  2015-8 What 

equipment is being replaced by the fire department, various including hoses, breathing apparatus.  

2015-10 Authorizes the purchase of a generator for Borough Hall, Mr. Norman was surprised 

that one was not already in place, Mr. Lampmann explained that all the other facilities have been 

equipped this is the last municipal property to receive one.  What is the recycling tonnage grant, 

Mr. Lampmann explained that any items that are recycled we receive funding from the State.   

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one else come forward to speak closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 
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Moved: Fox        Second: McNear 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to enter into closed session for a matter of Attorney-Client Privilege ï Financial 

Disclosure Statements and Litigation ï Tax Appeal Route 23 South Realty, LLC  

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

 

Motion to return to open session: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor.  

 

Motion to accept the policy change regarding Failure to File Financial Disclosure Statements 

Moved: McNear       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier and Regis  

Voted Nay: Verdonik  

Absent: Vath 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 8:18 p.m. 

 

Adopted: June 16, 2015 

        

_________________________________ 

      Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. OôKeefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

Dated: June 16, 2015 
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BOROUGH OF BUTLER 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 - 2 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 21 OF THE REVISED GENERAL 
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BUTLER 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Butler, in the 

County of Morris and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 Section 1. Chapter 21 of the Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of 

Butler entitled ñFire Department,ò shall be amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

Chapter 21 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

§ 21-1. Department to consist of companies. 
§ 21-2. Officers. 
§ 21-3. Election and appointment of officers; qualifications. 
§ 21-4. Vacancies. 
§ 21-5. Duties of officials. 
§ 21-6. Membership. 
§ 21-7. Standard of efficiency. 
§ 21-8. Exemptions. 
§ 21-9. Alarms; observance of regulations. 
§ 21-10. General provisions. 
 
§ 21-1.  Department to consist of companies. 
 
The Department shall consist of four companies which shall be designated as Bartholdi 
Hose and Chemical Company, of 25 persons; Kiel Hook and Ladder Company, of 25 
persons; Kinney Hose and Pumper Company, of 25 persons; and Pequannock Hose 
and Chemical Company, of 25 persons.  The Council reserves the right, by resolution, 
to reduce or increase the number of persons of any company, provided that no present 
members of the Fire Department shall be dropped to reduce a company to the required 
number. 
 
§ 21-2.  Officers. 
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The Department Officers shall consist of a Chief, Deputy Chief, Assistant Chief and 
Battalion Chief which make up the Board of Chiefs.  The officers of the companies shall 
consist of a Captain and Lieutenant.  The Board of Chiefs and the Master Mechanic 
shall hold a term of office provided herein and shall be responsible to the Mayor, 
Council and Administrator in the performance of their respective duties.  The 
Administrator can suspend a member of the Board of Chiefs or the Master Mechanic for 
insubordination, dereliction of duty, moral turpitude or a criminal act or any act 
unbecoming of the position held.  Upon the suspension, a hearing will take place within 
15 days by the Mayor and Council. 
 
§ 21-3.  Election and appointment of officers; qualifications. 
 
A. Qualifications for officers.  All officers of the Butler Fire Department must meet 

the following qualifications: 
 

(1) Be a resident of the Borough of Butler. 
(2) Be an active member in good standing in the Butler Fire Department. 
(3) Must be a Fire Fighter 2 with the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 

Certificate. 
(4) Must be physically able to perform all duties of the rank held. 
(5) Must be a National Incident Management Level 1 with the New Jersey 

Division of Fire Safety Certificate. 
(6) Must be able to pass a background check. 
(7) Must be able to pass a driverôs license check. 
(8) Must meet all other applicable Fire Fighter Standards per PEOSH. 

 
B. Qualifications for Chief.  The qualifications for a Chief in the Butler Fire 

Department shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Shall have served in all ranks of officer prior to this rank. 
(2) Must be a National Incident Management Level 3 with the New Jersey 

Division of Fire Safety Certificate. 
(3) Must be a Fire Officer Level 2 with a New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 

Certificate. 
(4) Must be an active member of the Morris County Alliance of Active Fire 

Chiefs and the Morris County Fire Chiefs Associations. 
(5) Not hold elected office as Mayor or a Councilman during the term as 

Chief. 
 
C. Qualifications for Deputy Chief.  The qualifications for a Deputy Chief in the 

Butler Fire Department shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Shall have served in all ranks as an officer prior to this rank. 
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(2) Must be a National Incident Management Level 3 with the New Jersey 
Division of Fire Safety Certificate. 

(3) Must be a Fire Officer Level 2 with a New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 
Certificate. 

(4) Must be an active member of the Morris County Alliance of Active Fire 
Chiefs and the Morris County Fire Chiefs associations. 

(5) Must be a Fire Officer Level 2 with a New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 
Certificate. 

(6) Not hold elected office as Mayor or Councilman during the term as Deputy 
Chief. 

 
D. Qualifications for Assistant Chief.  The qualifications for an Assistant Chief in the 

Butler Fire Department shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Shall have served in all ranks as an officer prior to this rank. 
(2) Must be a Fire Officer Level 2 with a New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 

Certificate. 
(3) Must be a National Incident Management Level 3 with a New Jersey 

Division of Fire Safety Certificate. 
(4) Must have the Safety Officer Certificate from a New Jersey Division of Fire 

Safety approved training facility. 
(5) Not hold elected office as Mayor or Councilman during the term as 

Assistant Chief. 
 
E. Qualifications for Battalion Chief.  The qualifications for a Battalion Chief in the 

Butler Fire Department shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Shall have served in all ranks as an officer prior to this rank. 
(2) Must be a Fire Officer Level 1 with a New Jersey Division of Fire Safety 

Certificate. 
(3) Must be a National Incident Management Level 3 with a New Jersey 

Division of Fire Safety Certificate. 
(4) Must have Building Construction and Size-Up Certificates from a New 

Jersey Division of Fire Safety approved training facility. 
(5) Not hold elected office as Mayor or Councilman during the term as 

Battalion Chief. 
 
F. Board of Chiefs; terms and progression. 
 
 (1) The following conditions govern the Board of Chiefs terms: 
 

(a) Each Chief of the Board of Chiefs will serve a term of two years at 
each rank. 
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(b) Each company will elect a person to the rank described here in 
under Elections each year. 

(c) In the event a Board of Chiefs member does not want to progress 
to the next rank, the company in which they are a member will elect 
a replacement who shall meet the requirements of that rank. 

 (d) The order of progression for the Board of Chiefs will be as follows: 
 (i) Battalion Chief (4) 
 (ii) Assistant Chief (3) 
 (iii) Deputy Chief (2) 
 (iv) Chief of Department (1) 

 
(2) Should a vacancy occur that cannot be filled in accordance with the 

procedure herein, the next officer may be elected by their company to fill 
the vacancy without regard to the length of time in rank. 

 
(3) The order of Chiefs beginning January 1, 2016 shall be as follows: 
 

(a) Department Chief ï Kinney Hose and Pumper 
(b) Deputy Chief ï Bartholdi Hose and Chemical 
(c) Assistant Chief ï Kiel Hook and Ladder 
(d) Battalion Chief ï Pequannock Hose and Chemical 

 
G. Elections. 
 

(1) Starting January 1, 2016 the terms of the Board of Chiefs and Company 
officers begins with a swearing-in performed by the Mayor and Council. 

 
(2) For a company member to be eligible to vote he/she must be active and 

be on the company rolls for a minimum of 180 days, and maintain a 
minimum of 50% attendance at all fire calls, drills and work details. 

 
(3) Each company shall conduct their own elections to select the person to 

the Board of Chiefs.  This election shall be held by the company to select 
the Battalion Chief or the person no longer serves in the rank on the Board 
of Chiefs. 

 
(4) All company elections, when required, shall be conducted no later than 

November 30th or within 30 days upon the resignation or removal of the 
person representing the company. 

 
H. Company Officers.  The Captain and Lieutenant shall be elected by their 

respective companies each year. 
 
I. Fire Police. 
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(1) Before January 1 of each year, each fire company shall elect three active 

exempt members and two alternates of their company to be known as 
ñFire Police.ò  The Secretary of each company shall report the names of 
those elected to the Mayor and Council for appointment.  Each Fire Police 
so appointed shall be properly sworn in and given status as will enable 
him or her to perform the duties and have the powers of police officers at 
any fire emergency at which the Butler Fire Department is called upon to 
act.  

 
(2) The Fire Police shall hold a meeting as soon as possible in the month of 

January to elect a Chief and an Assistant Chief Fire Police.  
 
(3) Fire Police shall, at all times, be subject to the orders of the Chief of the 

Butler Fire Department or such officer acting in his or her place and shall 
report, at each fire, to the Chief of the Butler Fire Department or such 
officer acting in his or her place, for proper instructions as to duties of the 
respective Fire Police. 

 
§ 21-4.  Vacancies. 
 
A. In the event of a vacancy in the rank of Chief, the Deputy Chief will be promoted 

to Chief, Assistant Chief to Deputy Chief, and Battalion Chief to Assistant Chief.  
The outgoing Chiefôs company will fill the Battalion Chiefôs position.  The time 
each serves in their new rank will not count towards their normal two year term. 

 
B. In the event of a vacancy in the rank of Deputy Chief, Assistant Chief or Battalion 

Chief, the membership of the company he/she represents will hold an election 
within 30 days.  At this time, the newly elected person will become the Battalion 
Chief regardless of the rank of the person being replaced.  All the other Chiefs 
will be promoted to the next rank. 

 
C. In the event of a vacancy at Captain or Lieutenant in any company the company 

will hold an election within 30 days to fill the vacant rank. 
 
§ 21-5.  Duties of officials. 
 
A. Duties of the Chief.  The Chief shall be the commanding officer at all times.  They 

shall be in command of the department whether at a fire, at an alarm of fire or at 
a drill and shall command the operations of the members in the performance of 
their duties and enforce the rules of the department and any ordinances of the 
Borough bearing on the Fire Department.  In addition, they shall have the 
following duties.  They shall: 
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(1) Be responsible to the Mayor and Council for all Borough fire equipment 
and the training of personnel. 

 
(2) Make recommendations for apparatus or equipment needed to the Mayor 

and Council based upon the recommendations from the company Captain 
and Board of Chiefs. 

 
(3) Be responsible for developing the annual operating and capital 

improvement budgets and presenting same to the Public Safety 
Committee. 

 
(4) Communicate to the department at the department meetings or through 

the company officers, Borough matters affecting the fire companies. 
 
(5) Recommend to the council such additions, alterations, or repairs to the 

property of the department as they may deem necessary for the safe 
efficiency of operations. 

 
(6) They shall also file with the Council the printed form adopted for such 

purpose of any fire occurring, and this report shall be presented at the 
monthly meeting following occurrence of such fire. 

 
(7) Have full authority to suspend any member of the Fire Department for just 

cause without first going to the members of the Fire Department and 
asking for their recommendation to do so.  Such member so suspended, 
however, shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Chief of the 
Butler Fire Department to a committee comprised of two past Chiefs from 
each fire company with at least five past chiefs present to constitute a 
quorum.  Such members shall have the right to appeal a decision made by 
this committee to the Public Safety Committee of the Butler Borough 
Council within 15 days of the Former Chiefs Committee. 

 
(8) Upon approval of the Public Safety Committee of the Council, make sure 

temporary or urgent repairs or alterations as are necessary and which 
cannot wait for the approval of the Council at its next meeting are made. 

 
(9) Be responsible for conducting a minimum of 6 Board of Chiefs meetings 

throughout the year to discuss administrative and policy issues and to 
prepare the annual operating and capital improvement budgets. 

 
(10) Be responsible for conducting a monthly officerôs meeting to discuss the 

firematic and administrative issues of the Fire Department.  
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(11) They will file with the Administrator, Mayor and Council the activities and 
the attendance of fires, alarms, drills and work details monthly.  The 
Master Mechanicôs report of weekly inspections will also be submitted 
monthly to the Administrator, Mayor and Council. 

 
B. Duties of the Deputy Chief are as follows: 
 

(1) The Deputy Chief shall see that the orders of the Chief be promptly and 
thoroughly executed.  The Deputy Chief will report to the Chief during 
emergencies and will assume the position given by the Chief. 

 
(2) The Deputy Chief shall take command in the absence of the Department 

Chief and assume the same responsibility. 
(3) The Deputy Chief will be responsible for participating in all functions of the 

duties of Department Chief as part of his preparation for obtaining the 
position of Chief. 

 
(4) The Deputy Chief will be in charge of all purchasing and budget 

expenditures.  The Deputy Chief will obtain the Department Chiefôs 
approval before making any purchases. 

 
(5) The Deputy Chief will assist the Chief in preparing the annual operating 

and capital improvement budgets. 
 

C. Duties of the Assistant Chief are as follows: 
 

(1) The Assistant Chief shall keep an accurate record of fire, drill, and training 
man hours spent for the monthly and the annual reports. 

 
(2) The Assistant Chief will arrange for the training and drills of the fire 

department. 
 
(3) The Assistant Chief will assist the Chief in preparing the annual operating 

and capital improvement budget. 
 

D. Duties of the Battalion Chief are as follows: 
 

(1) The Battalion Chief shall be responsible for the maintenance of all 
equipment and apparatus and make recommendations to the Chief for 
replacement. 

 
(2) The Battalion chief will assist the Chief in preparing the annual operating 

and capital improvement budget. 
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E. Duties of Captains are as follows: 
 

(1) The Captain of each company, under the supreme control of the Chief, 
has charge of the apparatus at all times.  He/she shall, under the same 
supervision, direct the operation of the members of the company in the 
performance of their duties and enforce the rules of the Department in 
accordance with the laws adopted by the Council.  He/she shall see that 
the apparatus is safely returned to the Fire Department headquarters, that 
nothing has been lost or mislaid while responding to an alarm and that 
nothing has been taken from the apparatus while at headquarters.  He/she 
shall report to the Chief all those who fail to respond when called upon to 
clean apparatus or turn out for drill practice.  He/she shall see that the 
company cleans and places in order all the apparatus belonging to it 
before leaving the department.  He/she shall require members to wash 
and hang up the hose and when dry to restore same to the apparatus.  
Upon returning to headquarters, he/she shall see that the roll is called, 
absentees noted and a written report of such promptly submitted to the 
Chief.  He/she shall report to the Chief all fires or alarms of fires, using the 
form adopted for that purpose. 

 
(2) He/she shall report all needed repairs to the Chief but shall have no power 

to alter any of the apparatus without the permission of the Chief.  At a fire, 
the position of the Captain shall be at the origin of the fire directing the 
members of the company.   

 

F. Duties of Lieutenants are as follows: 
 

(1) The Lieutenant of each company shall be the assistant to the Captain and 
shall be under his/her command.  In the absence of the Captain, the 
Lieutenant shall be in command of the company and its apparatus and 
may select, from among the members of the company, one to fill 
temporarily the vacancy of Lieutenant while the Lieutenant is acting as 
Captain. 

 

G. Duties of Master Mechanic are as follows: 
 

It shall be the duty of the Master Mechanic to make weekly inspections of each 
apparatus and to make a monthly written report to the Chief and to keep the 
apparatus in perfect running condition.  The Master Mechanic shall be 
responsible for the condition of the apparatus.  No fire fighter is permitted to 
make any adjustments on any apparatus without the permission of the Master 
Mechanic.  For these services he shall receive a sum as may be hereafter 
determined by resolution.  He shall examine and recommend, if found qualified, 
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to the Captain of each company, any member wishing to become the driver of a 
fire apparatus. 

 
§ 21-6.  Membership. 

 

A. Qualifications for membership in the Butler Fire Department shall be as follows: 
  

(1) Each applicant shall be a United States citizen and a resident of the 
Borough of Butler for at least 1 year. 

 
(2) Each applicant must pass a physical exam administered by the 

Department Doctor. 
 
(3) Nonresident membership ï in the event that a member of the Fire 

Department shall move and no longer reside within the Borough, but 
within a five mile radius of the Borough, the member may retain 
membership in the Fire Department upon recommendation of the Fire 
Chief and approval of the Mayor and Council. 

 
(4) Must have a valid New Jersey driverôs license.  If a memberôs driverôs 

license is revoked or suspended, the member will report it to the Chief 
within 24 hours. 

 
B. Each company shall submit a notice to the Borough Clerk which includes the 

companyôs name, address, the names of its officer and members and the dates of its 

regular organization meetings.  Said notice shall be posted by the Borough Clerk in the 

Municipal Building.  

 

C. Each company shall supply the Borough Clerk with applications forms, and the 

Borough Clerk shall distribute them on written request or on personal request made 

during normal business hours.  Said forms shall state that applications may be filed either 

by personal delivery or by sending them by mail to the Secretary or other designated 

officer of the company, whose mailing address shall appear on the application form or be 

available from the Borough Clerk.  

 

D. The Secretary or other officer designated to receive applications shall date each 

application with the time of receipt and shall number the application according to its 

order of receipt relative to other applications.  He or she shall promptly send a letter or 

postcard to each applicant stating the number of his or her application and the date and 

time, it was received.  
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E. Attendance Requirements 
 

(1) Every active firefighter must attend an average of one drill per month and 
maintain a minimum quarterly fire call percentage of 50%.  Percentage will 
be calculated by the number of alarms, drills, and work details.  Annually 
the Board of Chiefs will give the Mayor and Council a list of work details 
which will be approved by the Mayor and Council.  Every active firefighter 
shall also complete all mandatory training and testing, at the beginning of 
every year, as prescribed by the Fire Department Policies and Procedures 
and PEOSH Standards within the first quarter of each year.  A record shall 
be kept of such attendance, and it is the duty of the Chief of the Fire 
Department to report it to the Borough Council monthly.   

 
(2) Upon written notice to the board of Chiefs the requirements of this section 

shall be temporarily suspended for any firefighter who: 
 

(a) Is enrolled as a student in a university, college or any educational 
institution which requires the firefighter to temporarily reside outside 
the Borough of Butler, provided that the firefighter maintains a 
residence in the Borough of Butler during said absence.  This 
exemption does not apply during school breaks or recesses.  This 
exemption shall terminate upon successful completion, graduation 
and/or termination from said educational institution.  However, at no 
time will any firefighter under this section be authorized to respond 
to any fire call until he/she has completed the requirements of all 
mandatory testing and training as prescribed by the Fire 
Department Policies. 

 
(b) Is employed full time by a company or business which obligates the 

firefighter to reside outside the State of New Jersey for an 
indeterminate period of time, provided the firefighter maintains a 
residence in the Borough of Butler during said absence.  This 
exemption shall expire upon the firefighterôs cessation of 
employment.  However, at no time will said firefighter be authorized 
to respond to any fire call until he/she has completed the 
requirements of all mandatory testing and training as prescribed by 
the Fire Department Policies. 

 

§ 21-7. Levels of Membership and Standards of Efficiency. 
 
A. The standards of efficiency for members of the Butler Fire Department shall be 

based upon the level of membership.  The following levels of membership in the 
Butler Fire Department and the standards of efficiency for each level shall be as 
follows: 
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(1) Member in Good Standing.   

 
(a) The standard of efficiency in order to qualify as a member in good 

standing shall be as follows: 
 

(i) Participation in at least 50% of all department functions in 
accordance with 21-6E. 

 
(ii) Adherence to all rules/regulations/policies of the fire 

department. 
 

(iii) Compliance with all training requirements of the Butler Fire 
Department. 

 
  (b) A member in good standing shall be entitled to the following: 
 

(i) Voting privileges. 
 

(ii) Accidental insurance and workers compensation insurance 
shall be provided by the Borough of Butler to these members 

 
(2) Member in Good Standing/On Leave. 

 
(a) The qualification standards for membership in good standing/on 

leave and the limitations to this membership shall be as follows: 
 

(i) Membership in good standing/on leave is reserved for a 
member that has expressed to the Department Fire Chief a 
difficulty in satisfying the criteria of a member in good 
standing.  He/she does not want to be removed from the 
department roster, but has expressed a need to be inactive 
for a specified period of time due to personal reasons, 
medical need, or work or school commitments. 

 
(ii) In no case shall the member in good standing/on leave be 

on leave for a continuous period of more than one year. 
 

(iii) The member shall be in compliance with all training 
requirements of the Butler Fire Department upon return from 
leave. 

 
(iv) Any member that has been placed on approved leave for 

medical reasons shall be required to provide a release from 
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a medical doctor certifying that the member is able to return 
to active duty. 

 
(v) The request for leave shall be submitted with a 

recommendation of the Department Chief to the Public 
Safety Committee.  The Public Safety Committee shall 
review the request and notify the Department Chief of its 
decision.  

 
(b) The standard of efficiency in order to qualify as a member in good 

standing/on leave shall be as follows: 
 

(i) Adherence to all rules/regulations/policies of the fire 
department. 

 
(ii) Specific requirements (if any) outlined under the approved 

leave shall be met. 
 

(c) A member in good standing/on leave shall be entitled to the 
following: 

 
(i) Voting privileges. 

 
(ii) Accidental insurance and workers compensation insurance 

shall be provided by the Borough of Butler to these 
members. 

 
(3) Conditional Membership.    

 
(a) The qualification standards for conditional membership and the 

limitations to this membership shall be as follows: 
 

(i) This status is for members that do not meet the 
requirements of a member in good standing or a member in 
good standing/on leave.  

 
(ii) Members remaining in the Conditional membership category 

for twelve consecutive months will be removed from the 
roles of the Butler Fire Department. 

 
(b) The privileges for a conditional member shall be limited as follows: 

 
(i) Conditional members do not receive accidental insurance 

from the Borough of Butler. 
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(ii) These members are not eligible to run for office in the Fire 

Department. 
 

(iii) Conditional members have no voting rights. 
 

(4) Associate Membership: 
 

(a) The qualification standards for associate membership and the 
limitations to this membership shall be as follows: 

 
(i) A retired or disabled member, who so wishes, will be 

considered for an Associate Membership. The request for 
Associate member status shall be submitted with a 
recommendation of the Department Chief to the Public 
Safety Committee.  The Public Safety Committee shall 
review the request and notify the Department Chief of its 
decision.  

 
  (b) The privileges for an associate member shall be limited as follows: 
 

(i) Associate members that have provided twenty-five (25) 
years of service in good standing to the Butler Fire 
Department shall remain eligible for the Life insurance 
benefit offered to the active members of the Butler Fire 
Department. 

 
(ii) Associate members have no voting rights. 

 
B. Reviews of member efficiency shall be performed by the Department Chief every 

month as a minimum.  Results shall be submitted to the Mayor and Council 
monthly.  In addition, all candidates seeking election to an officerôs position in the 
fire department shall be reviewed prior to the election.  Results of candidates 
seeking election to an office in the fire department shall be presented to the 
Mayor and Council one month prior to the election. 

 
C. During the first 12 months of membership, all new members shall complete a Fire 

Fighter One Class as outlined in N.J.A.C. 5-18c-4.1 
 

 

§ 21-8.  Exemptions. 

 

Exemption papers shall be issued in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:14-59. 
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§ 21-9.  Alarms; observance of regulations. 

 

A. All active members shall perform the duties set them by the Chief and as ordered 

by the Captain and First and Second Lieutenants of their company. 

 

B. Each member shall, at each alarm of fire, report with all expedition to their 

respective fire house station and then join his or her company.  In such instances where 

the distance to the fire or the supposed location of the fire is less than to headquarters, he 

or she shall take the shortest route to join his or her company as it proceeds to the origin 

of the fire; failing to meet his or her command, he or she shall immediately report to his 

or her superior at the origin of the alarm. 

 

C. At an alarm of fire, no member shall leave his or her post of duty unless so 

ordered by his or her superior officer. 

 

D. The first member of the company arriving at the fire station after an alarm of fire 

shall be in command of the company and shall act in that capacity until the arrival of his 

or her superior officer. 

 

E. In case of a number of active members arriving at headquarters at the same time, 

the one oldest in service shall take command aforesaid. 

 

F. After an alarm of fire, every member shall be expected to return with the 

apparatus and shall not leave the headquarters until the roll has been called by the officer 

in charge and dismissal given. 

 

G. Members may be excused from returning to headquarters by obtaining permission 

from the officer in charge of their company. 

 

H. Under no condition shall a firefighter leave the apparatus or any position in which 

he or she may have been placed while on duty without the permission of the officer in 

command of his or her company, except in case of emergency.  Any member failing to 

obey orders or bringing and/or consuming alcoholic beverage at a fire or otherwise while 

on duty shall, if found guilty by the Chief of the Butler Fire Department, be suspended 

for a period of not less than thirty (30) days. 
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I. No property of the Fire Department shall be taken outside the corporate limits of 

the borough without permission of the Council, except as hereinafter provided.  Upon 

receiving a call for help from any of the adjoining communities, the Chief, in his or her 

discretion, shall select such companies as he or she may deem necessary to go to the aid 

of such communities, but in no instance shall the chief allow the borough to be without 

competent fire protection, nor shall he or she allow the fire apparatus to be endangered in 

any way by giving such aid.  Companies wishing to participate in festivities outside the 

borough shall receive permission from the Chief.   

 

§ 21-10.  General provisions. 

 

A. All active members of each company shall be expected to perform the duties 

prescribed to them by the officer in charge. 

 

B. Gambling at headquarters shall be forbidden under penalty of expulsion. 

 

C. Each company shall be authorized to adopt bylaws, rules and regulations for the 

conduct of such company and the discipline of its members as shall be consistent with 

any of the provisions of this chapter.  Each company has provided a current copy of its 

bylaws, rules, and regulations to the Borough Clerk.  All amendments to the bylaws, rules 

and regulations shall be filed with the Borough Clerk within ten (10) days of adoption. 

 

D. Each member of the Department shall be supplied with a printed copy of this 

chapter. 

 

 Section 2. If any section or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid in 

any Court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect the other sections or 

provisions of this Ordinance, except so far as the section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 3. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances which are inconsistent 

herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
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 Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage 

and publication in the manner provided by law. 

        Introduced this 21st day of 
        April, 2015. 
 
 

      
              
Mary OôKeefe, Borough Clerk    Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 
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