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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

Mayor Alviene presented outgoing Council President Vath a plaque on behalf of the Mayor and 

Council thanking him for his service to the Community.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Fox, Councilman Sean McNear, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Raymond Verdonik and 

Council President Edwin Vath  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator; R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

November 7, 2016 Regular Council Meeting 

Moved: Fox        Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, a motion was made to close this public portion of the 

meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Vath noted that there is not much going on in Finance the department heads 

are still working on Budget preparation, department discussions will be underway in January.  

Included in your packets this evening are two resolutions one to cancel unexpended 

appropriations and the other is a transfer resolution, moving funds from one account to the other.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on Roads, the majority of the road repair work is complete for the 

winter, pothole repair is ongoing.  PSE & G is installing a new gas main on Decker Road with 

excavation from Kiel Avenue all the way to Hamburg Turnpike, the roadway directly behind the 

former Stop and Shop is closed during the daytime hours, and the anticipated completion date for 

the project is approximately six to eight weeks.  Mr. Lampmann explained that PSE & G wants 

to complete the roadway adjacent to Aaron Decker School while the school is on holiday break.   
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Councilman Regis reporting on the Fire Department they had seventeen alarms, and the Senior 

Holiday Dinner was a success. The department was busy gearing up for the Park lighting and 

Santa at the Firehouse afterwards.  Regarding Police Department activity, there were 17 motor 

vehicle accident reports taken, with seven being reportable.  Officers issued 46 summons, no 

DUI arrests occurred during November; there were 16 arrests for a variety of criminal offenses.  

Department wide training on bail reform continued, he explained that there are major changes 

with this law; however, the Chief is working diligently to effectively fulfill these requirements.  

Criminal background investigations were conducted for firearms applications.   

 

Councilman Verdonik reporting on Water and Wastewater noted that the sewer replacement 

project on DeBow Terrace is progressing nicely, the new one should be online and operational 

by December 23, weather permitting.  Expected completion date is the end of the year.  There 

were two water main breaks one on Jericho Road and one on Northwestern Avenue, repairs are 

complete on both.  The Holiday Park lighting was awesome; it is one of the nicest events the 

Borough does as a Community.  The Mayor concurred and noted that the holiday decorations in 

the various areas around town are wonderful and they enhance the community.   

 

Councilman Meier wanted to thank the various Borough workers who were responsible for 

decorating around town.  Reporting on Butler Power and Light the Electric crews were busy 

installing service at Argonne Woods in addition to installing the holiday decorations.  Tree 

trimming continued in Kinnelon, upgrades and repairs were performed where needed.  In Butler 

repair and upgrade, work was completed where necessary.  In Bloomingdale, assistance was 

provided to a contractor working on water lines adjacent to a utility pole.  In Riverdale and West 

Milford, all was quiet for the month.  All meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts 

addressed, customer complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  He wished 

everyone a Happy Holiday! 

 

Councilman McNear reporting on the Board of Health noting that they recently joined the New 

Jersey Local Board of Health.  Additionally, the law recently changed regarding lead levels for 

children it is now at 5 micrograms per liter, this is an unfunded mandate from the State of New 

Jersey, so enforcement may be difficult.  Additionally, he noted that he continues to hear 

complaints about overflowing garbage cans in the downtown area; the Health Department has 

contacted the building owners about this issue and informed them that they need to provide trash 

receptacles for their tenants.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the hauler empties the cans twice 

weekly however, soon afterwards, the cans are full, previously smaller openings were used on 

the cans but the trash was jammed into the top and the rest of the can was empty.  Mayor Alviene 

agreed with Councilman McNear that trash is an issue; however, the owners of the apartments 

must be responsible and are not concerned with this issue.  Mr. Lampmann noted that he has 

received limited phone calls; however, if they call dispatch at 973-838-0063 then someone from 

the Department of Public Works may be able to address the issue. 

 

Tax Collectors Report – November 2016 – $5,081,546.91  

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – November 2016 – $1,692,502.39  
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Motion to accept monthly reports by Vath, Second by Fox 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

 

Mr. Lampmann wanted to notify the Mayor and Council of a Facebook site called Butler New 

Jersey Community or something similar he gets numerous phone calls about posts on this page, 

this week there was an attack on a downtown business he receives the complaints and requests 

for the removal of postings.  Mr. Lampmann wanted to clarify that the Borough of Butler 

does not have a Facebook page.  The Borough has no control over the website, as it is not 

Borough sanctioned.  The Butler Police Department does have a Facebook page.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2016-119 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Vath        Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Regis and Verdonik   

Voted Aye with abstention on fire department expenditures by Meier and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 

R 2016-119 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Presentation by Robin Lavorato regarding Butler becoming a “Stigma Free Community”  

Ms. Lavorato did not appear this evening, Mayor Alviene asked that the Clerk reach out to her to 

ask if she will be attending a future meeting and why she did not show up for this meeting.   

 

Presentation of a Donation from the Senior Citizen’s Advisory Committee to Jack Brennan 

for the Butler Firemen’s Exempt Association  

Ms. Rimmer, Chair of the Senior Citizens Advisory Committee presented Mr. Brennan with a 

check for the remaining funds from the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee to help with the 

costs that they incur in providing the remembrances for the Exempt Firemen. 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION 

 

None  

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2016-120 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Vath 

Voted Aye: Fox, McNear, Meier, Regis, Verdonik and Vath 

Voted Nay: None 
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* 2016-121 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the 

Tax Office  

* 2016-122 Resolution Appointing a New Police Officer  

* 2016-123 Cancelling Appropriations  

* 2016-124 Transfer Resolution  

* 2016-125 2017 Borough Towers   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Application of Brandon Kica to join Pequannock Engine and Hose Co.   

All appropriate signatures have been received the Mayor and Council approved his membership.  

This brings the total number of new members this year to eleven.   

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public to speak. 

 

Councilman Fox seeing no one come forward to speak closed this public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: McNear  

All in favor. 

 

Mayor Alviene noted that while not listed on the Agenda, he would like to have the Council 

continue the discussion of the 2017 Committee Assignments. 

Councilman McNear put forth his thoughts for Committee assignments which were very similar 

to Councilman Fox’s suggestions.  Councilman Fox’s suggestions are A and Councilman 

McNear’s suggestions are B. 
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The Mayor polled the Council and asked if anyone else had a schedule at this time, no one else 

had one, so the voting and assignment will take place at the Reorganization meeting.   

 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

Adjournment: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Adopted: January 17, 2017  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: January 17, 2017    
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