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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Meier, 

Councilman Stephen Regis, Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond 

Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Fox. 

Moved: Travers      Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

September 18, 2018 Regular Council Meeting and October 2, 2018 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik  

Absent: Fox 

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way noted that Councilman Fox is not present this evening, he 

addressed his comments to Mr. Lampmann regarding pothole repair from the list he provided.  

Mr. Lampmann noted that the list is being worked on daily.  Mr. Norman also had questions 

about the recent excavation in the area of the old Stop and Shop on Route 23, who is responsible 

for the costs incurred.  Mr. Lampmann noted that the property owner is responsible for any costs 

incurred and that the project is much larger than was originally thought.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Council President Verdonik made a motion to close 

this public portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding finances they are tracking very well.  Recreation is 

sponsoring Spooky Stony and Trunk or Treat both are scheduled for October 27, 2018; there will 

be a haunted mansion set up along with various other activities.  Chris Ziegler a member of the 
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Butler Recreation Commission noted that part of Stonybrook would be transformed into a 

haunted walk as part of the Spooky Stony experience.   

 

Councilman Regis reporting on Roads noted that leftover funding was used to repair and repave 

Smith Street as it was in horrible shape.  Reporting on the Police department there were 30 motor 

vehicle accidents, 157 summons were issued, 3 driving while intoxicated, 14 arrests were made.  

The Butler Fire Department as of October 15 has responded to 141 fire alarms.  October 5 

through October 7, seven members of the Borough of Butler Fire Department participated in a 

twenty-hour extrication class at the Roxbury Auto Salvage yard. Visits were made by the Fire 

Department to Aaron Decker School and two local daycares as part of the annual Fire Prevention 

Day. Mayor Alviene mentioned that we had received an invitation to an Eagle Scout Ceremony 

for Brendan Schumacher on November 17, 2018.  

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health noted that the Health Department met on 

September 26, 2018 and updates were received on the two pending ordinances.  There are 

currently five cases under investigation for Lyme disease, two for Hepatitis B, two for Hepatitis 

C and one for Zika.  The Governor has expanded the use of medical marijuana for the following 

symptoms: anxiety, migraines, Tourette’s syndrome, chronic pain associated with muscular 

skeletal disorders and chronic pain of a visceral origin.    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric department stocks are adequate, and the trucks are 

being serviced for winter.  All transformers that were replaced over the summer were recycled.  

Butler Electric crews assisted Butler High School with an electrical bus failure on their main 

panel that feeds the entire school repair time was cut substantially.  Mr. Lampmann explained 

that the Board of Education brought in their electrician, discussion was held with the Board of 

Education Administration and the Borough that they would provide any assistance needed to get 

the service up and running.  The electrician who was called in would have charged $50,000 for a 

temporary hookup.  Butler Electric has employees previously employed by commercial 

electricians, after the electrician left an inspection was made of the main distribution panel and 

the issue was identified, it was a problem from the initial installation, which resulted in arcing it 

burned the bolts out which was the reason for the phase being lost.  Butler Electric inspected it 

the piece took it down to the shop polished all of the bars back, called in a commercial 

electrician that one of the workers had previously worked for to inspect the work, the school was 

back up and running by 2:00 p.m., the cost was the price of two bolts and approximately one 

hour of time.  The cost savings were incredible and we are lucky to have the employees on staff 

that can affect repairs such as these.  Repairs, upgrades and new service where needed was 

addressed, all meters were read and recorded, delinquent accounts addressed, customer 

complaints and outage calls were resolved in a timely manner.  All was quiet in Riverdale and 

West Milford.   

 

The Butler Museum was one of sixteen museums to participate in the Pathways to History Tour.  

The theme was World War I; the Butler Museum had 83 visitors. The Museum wanted to thank 

Jim Lampmann, Dan Canty and the Butler DPW for the beautiful flowerbed installed at the 

museum.   
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Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department hydrant flushing has begun and is on 

schedule.  The schedule is available on the Borough of Butler website.  A water break occurred 

on October 4 in the area of 14 Cedar Street, leak detection equipment was used to determine the 

location prior to excavation.  The project to abandon a 6” water main on Boonton Avenue 

between Dean Avenue and Route 23 is complete.  Sanitary sewer has experienced no problems; 

however, disposable wipes continue to be a problem in the Harold J. Mathews, Jr. Ct. and 

Woodland Avenue pump stations.   

 

Tax Collectors Report – September 2018 – $248, 961.66   

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – September 2018 – $1,987,539.45   

 

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee meeting, details were finalized for the Holiday Dinner on 

Saturday, November 10 that the Butler Fire Department has graciously agreed to host.    

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2018-94 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Travers 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

R 2018-94 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Proclamation for Helen Micklitz in Honor of her Contribution of the Mission Honor  

Mayor Alviene and the Council approved naming October 27, 2018 Helen Micklitz Day in the 

Borough of Butler.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2018-15 An Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Chapter 143 (“Land Use”) of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler  

Introduced: September 18, 2018 

Advertised: September 23, 2018  

 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance; 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way asked for an explanation on the ordinance what does it entail.  

Mr. Lampmann explained that it covers portable storage units and electronic signs.   

 

Councilman Travers had a question regarding current existing signs will those business owners 

be affected.  Current signage will not be affected however; if any changes are made to the 

signage then the new regulations must be followed.   
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Council President Verdonik made motion to close the public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

Council President Verdonik made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-15  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

2018-16 Bond Ordinance Appropriating $1,000,000 and Authorizing the Issuance of 

$950,000 Bonds or Notes for Various Improvements 

Introduced: September 18, 2018 

Advertised: September 23, 2018  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way is both for and against the purchase of a new firetruck, he feels 

that there are so many other areas that the funding could be used.  Mayor Alviene understands 

Mr. Norman’s concerns but he feels that this is an issue of safety and that must be paramount to 

any other issues.   

 

Council President Verdonik made motion to close the public portion of the meeting. 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

Council President Verdonik made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-16  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   
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2018-95 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Meier       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Fox  

 

*2018-96 Resolution Approving the Renewal of an Alcoholic Beverage License for the 2018-

2019 Licensing Term for Butler Bowl (Pocket License)  

 

* 2018-97 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department    

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Chris Finelli, 172 Kiel Avenue Mr. Finelli is the Chief of the Butler Fire Department he wanted 

to thank the Mayor, Council and the Borough Administrator for the passage of this ordinance.  

He explained that the new truck is bare bones with no bells or whistles on this truck.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way regarding roads, work on Greenwood Avenue was started and 

then it stopped, Mr. Lampmann explained that he met with the Government Affairs person from 

PSE & G who agreed that the work has not been completed and they will be completing the 

project.  Mr. Norman asked if the work will extend to Outlook Street, Mr. Lampmann does not 

believe it will go that far.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Council President Verdonik made a motion to close this public 

portion. 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Regis   

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Regis          Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:33 p.m. 
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Adopted: November 5, 2018  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: November 5, 2018   
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