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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who indicated 

that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act having been duly 

advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a Moment 

of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney, M. 

O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Regis  

Moved: Meier       Second: Fox 

All in Favor. 

 

Motion to excuse the absence of Councilman Travers 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Fox 

All in favor.   

 

Presentation of Proclamation to the Butler High School Bulldog Football Team, Coaches and 

Butler High School Cheerleaders 

 

Mayor Alviene and Mayor Dunleavy of Bloomingdale presented those members present with 

proclamations for their championship season.  Mayor Alviene congratulated the team on a great 

season.  Mayor Dunleavy congratulated the team noting that this was a special accomplishment for a 

great team and great coaches.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

November 5, 2018 Regular Council Meeting and December 4, 2018 Council Workshop Meeting  

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Verdonik  

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Travers  

Abstain: Calvi (December 4, 2018 meeting)  

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way prefaced his comments with the statement that he is not 

complaining, but he has an issue with the notification of a hearing for the former Stop and Shop 

location.  His issue is the proposed development of the former Stop and Shop location with the 

addition of the Wawa gas station there will be 90 gas pumps in the Borough of Butler, his question is 

does the Borough need an additional amount of fuel pumps.  Mayor Alviene noted Mr. Norman’s 

concern but he explained that you could not limit what is built on that property.  He also feels that the 

building is so large and imposing and needs several variances.  Councilman Fox noted that the matter 

will be before the Planning Board and they will listen and make the final approvals.  Additionally, if 
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Mr. Norman goes to see Karen Becker she will provide him with copies of the submission to review 

onsite.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public 

portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik regarding finances they are trending very well.  The 2019 Budget 

process is starting.   

 

Councilman Fox reporting on roads that work for the year is complete however, pothole repair is 

ongoing, and the street sweeper has been out.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department, a 16” Water main break occurred on 

November 10 at the intersection of Valley Road and Grace Valley Road.  A precautionary boil water 

alert was issued in accordance with Department of Environmental Protection regulations; water 

sampling confirmed that the water was safe for public consumption.  Repairs were extremely 

complicated as there were misaligned pipes.  Repairs are scheduled for completion the week of 

December 17, 2018, with paving to follow prior to the Christmas holiday.  Two sewer backups were 

recorded; however, they are the responsibility of the homeowner.  The Woodland Avenue pump 

station was clogged with disposable wipes, the Department of Public Works provided assistance 

while the clog was taken care of.   

 

Councilman Travers reporting on the Board of Health noted that the Health Department would 

meet on November 7.  He will have updates on infectious diseases at the next meeting.  Two area 

restaurants were given conditional grades.  He is awaiting a response from Senate Majority Leader 

Sweeney regarding proposed pending recreational and medical marijuana legislation he wanted to 

express local concerns regarding the impact of the legislation.  Mayor Alviene asked that he stay on 

top of this issue.    

 

Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric department repairs and upgrades were made where 

needed.  Holiday lighting was installed at Butler Park, this year lighted garland has been added to the 

railings all around the park.  All holiday lighting is the efficient LED lighting of a commercial grade. 

Riverdale and West Milford were quiet for the month.  Councilman Meier had no report on the 

Butler Museum at this time.   

 

Mayor Alviene wanted to thank Butler Electric, the Department of Public Works as the Holiday Tree 

lighting was successful and gorgeous, and we had a large crowd in attendance.  

 

Tax Collectors Report – November 2018 – $4,649,839.32    

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – November 2018 – 2,122,738.07  

 

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee the Holiday Dinner was well attended; more help is needed for 

next year.   
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APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2018-106 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Travers  

R 2018-106 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 
 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2018-107 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Regis and Travers  

 

*2018-108 Resolution Rescinding Transfer of Liquor License from Peking House Inc. to 

Tommy Yam 

* 2018-109 Transfer Resolution  

* 2018-110 Emergency Appropriations for the Purchase of Power 

* 2018-111 Cancelling Appropriations 

* 2018-112 2019 Salary Resolution  

* 2018-113 2019 Towing Licenses 

* 2018-114 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

* 2018-115 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax 

Department  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox made a motion to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   
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All in favor.   

 

 

Motion to go into Closed Session for contract negotiations: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor. 

 

Motion to return to Open Session: 

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox          Second: Verdonik  

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:33 p.m. 

 

Adopted: January 15, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: January 15, 2019   
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