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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Alviene who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  This was followed by the Pledge to the 

Flag and a Moment of Reflection. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Robert W. Alviene, Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Stephen Regis, 

Councilman Douglas Travers and Council President Raymond Verdonik  

 

Absent: Councilman Alexander Calvi and Councilman Robert Fox  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, J. Parisi, from the Office of the 

Borough Attorney, M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Motion to excuse the absences of Councilman Calvi and Councilman Fox 

Moved: Travers      Second: Meier  

All in Favor.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

August 20, 2019 Regular Council Meeting and August 5, 2019 Council Workshop Meeting 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis  

Voted Aye: Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Fox 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion. 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak, Council President Verdonik made a motion to close this 

public portion of the meeting: 

 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Travers  

All in favor. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Councilman Travers noted that the Butler Health Department would not meet until Wednesday, 

September 25 he will provide his report after that meeting.   
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Councilman Meier reporting on the Electric utility noted there were very few equipment 

failures this summer due to heat.  Utility crews trimmed out all the feeders to all the schools in 

the system, they also trimmed them on Boonton Avenue, Kakeout Road and Kiel Avenue. All 

failed transformers accumulated over the summer were recycled; woodchips from tree trimming 

were also recycled.  Multiple poles were replaced in the Manning Avenue area prior to 

commencement of the scheduled repaving and sidewalk construction; additionally two trees were 

removed from the roadway. Assistance was provided to the Water Utility transporting needed 

supplies to repair a water main break.  Repairs, replacements and new service hookups were 

completed where necessary.  West Milford and Riverdale were quiet for the month.  All meters 

were read and recorded, delinquent electric accounts, both residential and commercial were 

handled, outage calls and customer complaints were handled in a timely fashion.   

 

Councilman Regis regarding the Police department 26 Motor vehicle accidents occurred, 212 

summons were issued, 1 driving under the influence and 24 arrests for a variety of criminal 

offenses.  Officer Bock has completed his field training and he is now cleared to work solo 

shifts.  Regarding the Fire Department the new fire truck has arrived and will be operational 

shortly.   

 

Council President Verdonik Finance is trending very well for the year.  Contract negotiations 

have begun with the Blue Collar workers and the Butler Police.  The Economic Development 

Committee will hold the Bed Race on October 20, 2019, it will be held in the area by Riverwalk 

and Butler Recreation has Spooky Stony coming up on October 26, 2019. Butler Recreation will 

be holding a 5K race on October 26.    

 

Tax Collectors Report –August 2019 – $6,263,051.34  

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – August 2019– $2,840,734.11  

 

The Senior Citizen Advisory Committee met a casino bus trip is coming up details are in the 

lobby of Borough Hall.  Planning has begun on the Senior Holiday dinner to be held on 

Saturday, November 9, 2019 at the Butler Fire House.   

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2019-86 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

Absent: Calvi and Fox  

R 2019-86 approved 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

None 
 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2019-87 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Regis      Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik 

Voted Nay:  

Absent: Calvi and Fox  

 

* 2019-88 Resolution in Support of the Passage of New Jersey S-3631 Which Would Permit 

Municipalities to Refund Successful Tax Appeal Funds Using a Property Tax Credit      

* 2019-89 Resolution Requesting Approval for the Insertion of Items of Revenue and Appropriation into 

the 2019 Municipal Budget ($9,475.00 Municipal Alliance DEDR grant) 

* 2019-90 Resolution Requesting Approval for the Insertion of Items of Revenue and Appropriation into 

the 2019 Municipal Budget ($2,000.00 Municipal Alliance DARE grant) 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

 

INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way had a question regarding grinding bumps in the pavement on 

roads, many years ago he saw this being done in upstate New York, he asked if this could be 

done here to save on having to pave roads as frequently.  Mr. Lampmann noted that this is a 

good idea; however, highways have a much thicker layer of asphalt then municipal roads.  Mr. 

Norman feels that that is something that should researched.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward Council President Verdonik made a motion to close this public 

portion. 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Council President Verdonik made a motion to go into closed session for Personnel Matter – 

Steven DePascale  

Motion to go into Closed Session: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Travers  

All in favor. 
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Motion to return to Open Session: 

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Travers  

All in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Verdonik        Second: Regis   

All in favor.  

 

Adjournment: 7:23 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted: October 15, 2019  

        
       ___________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 15, 2019  
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