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The Council Meeting of the Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor Martinez who 

indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act 

having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.  He welcomed those present to the 

meeting.  This was followed by the Pledge to the Flag and a moment of reflection.   

 

The Moment of Reflection is for Michael Schiumo a Butler resident.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor Ryan Martinez, Councilman Alexander Calvi, Councilman Robert Fox, 

Councilman Robert Meier, Councilman Marc Piccirillo, Councilman Stephen Regis and Council 

President Raymond Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk 

 

Also present this evening were Christian Barranco (candidate for State Assembly) New Jersey 

Assemblymen Jay Webber and John Catalano who represents the 10th legislative district.   

Presentation of a Certificate of Commendation was given to Matteo Brown along with a 

resolution of the General Assembly recognizing Matteo’s achievement of Vice President of the 

National Junior Honor Society, along with Butler Student Council President was read and 

presented by Assemblyman Webber.  Mayor Martinez presented Matteo with a certificate of 

commendation on behalf of the Borough of Butler.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

March 16 and April 20, 2021 Council Regular Meeting and April 6 and May 4, 2021 Council 

Workshop Meeting and Executive Session of May 4, 2021  

Moved: Verdonik      Second: Regis 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi (abstain April 6, 2021), Fox (abstain May 4, 2021), Meier (abstain March 16, 

April 6 and April 20, 2021), Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

MEETING OF PUBLIC AND INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION 

Mayor Martinez opened this portion of the meeting to the public for discussion.   

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way has some questions regarding he approval of the Cannabis 

ordinances this evening.  He noted that almost every nearby community said no to the Cannabis 

sales, he understands that the Borough will be gaining revenue from the business.  Councilman 

Fox noted that those municipalities might change direction and allow it down the line.  Mayor 

Martinez noted that the State of New Jersey would be issuing an additional forty licenses then 

originally noted.  Mr. Norman wanted to know the status of the water connection with 

Bloomingdale.  Mr. Lampmann explained that the system is operational; however, the Borough 

of Bloomingdale is awaiting final Department of Environmental Protection approval for some 

outstanding items that are required.  Who would be responsible for repairs to the system in 

Bloomingdale, Mr. Lampmann explained that they have their own water staff; it is a bulk water 
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sale only.  The water billing is currently and will continue to be done by the Borough of Butler as 

a shared service.     

 

Frank Blatterman, 46 Maple Lake Road he asked if there is any progress or thoughts on the 

zip code problem and duplicate house numbers.  Mayor Martinez noted that when Mr. 

Blatterman was here earlier in the year he should go to the Post Master to speak with them on 

this problem.  Mr. Blatterman was under the impression that the Borough was going to speak 

with the United States Postal Service.  Additionally, Mr. Blatterman wanted to know if there 

were any thoughts about placing electric vehicle charging stations on Main Street.  He feels they 

may attract more people to the Borough.  There will possibly be federal and state funding for 

these stations.  He provided the Mayor, Council and Administrator with information on the 

various types of electric vehicle charging stations.  He suggests this as a source of outside 

revenue.  Mr. Lampmann explained that there could be no charge to the user if the State pays for 

the charging station.  Mr. Lampmann explained that in other communities some of the residents 

would park their vehicles in those spots and charge their vehicles, taking up spots that normally 

would change over during the day.  Mr. Blatterman feels that a resolution would need to be 

adopted limiting the electric vehicle charging time, be it one or two hours depending on the 

restaurant.  The second resolution could announce penalties for parking too long and for regular 

combustion engines parking in those spots.  Mayor Martinez asked if Mr. Blatterman had a 

particular spot, he was recommending.  Councilman Calvi asked if the Borough could charge the 

person charging their car the cost of the electricity.  Mr. Lampmann noted that if the location is 

grant funded, then you could not charge for any aspect of the charging station.  Mr. Lampmann 

reiterated that you could not apply any fees even for electric use.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak, Councilman Fox closed this public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.   

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

Council President Verdonik finances are trending very well for the year so far; COVID-19 

expenses are being handled even with the loss of revenue because of the pandemic. Stonybrook 

is up and running and people are there most days weather permitting.  The Economic 

Development Committee has their second concert in the park on Friday, July 23, 2021; the last 

one will be August 27, 2021.  The Bed race will be held on October 17, 2021.   

 

Councilman Fox regarding Roads the Department of Public Works (DPW) is performing 

routine maintenance and street sweeping continues as needed.  Work has begun on the Western 

Avenue improvements that include curbing, drainage and resurfacing, projection completion 

time is two months.  DPW continues pothole repairs and storm drain and inlet repairs.   

 

Councilman Regis the Butler Fire Department has responded to 113 alarms, 3 department drills 

are being conducted monthly, along with one department and one officers meeting.  On June 27, 

the Butler Fire Department conducted a five-hour vehicle extraction drill and cleared an 

activated fire alarm at a residence on Second Street; they were then dispatched to a structure fire 
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on Arch Street. The Butler Police Department reports there were 23 motor vehicle accidents, 3 

driving under the influence 106 summonses were issued and the officers made 3 arrests for a 

variety of criminal offenses.   

 

Councilman Calvi reporting on the Water Department customer service mark out requests and 

routine maintenance have been completed as needed.  Quarterly meter readings were completed 

in a timely manner.  Emergency repairs were made on July 4 to water service on South Gifford 

Street and a water main break on Pearl Place, a water main break on Belleview Avenue near the 

Public Works garage was repaired quickly on July 6.  In the Sewer department, routine 

maintenance and inspections were completed as needed in a timely manner.   

 

Councilman Meier the Electric Utility has enough stock and is ready for any challenges that 

may occur during the summer months.  Equipment and materials are taking longer to obtain as 

the lead-time in some instances has quadrupled and no vendors are able to hold their 2021 bid 

prices.  Delivery of the bucket truck scheduled for March has been pushed back to mid-August.  

In Kinnelon repairs, equipment replacement, new connections and upgrades are complete.  In 

Butler, a compromised pole was replaced at 9 Carey Avenue, a voltage complaint was addressed.  

Upgrades, repairs were completed in Butler.  Poles were replaced in Bloomingdale where needed 

along with the installation of a new pole for a service upgrade.  Tree trimming above a primary 

line, along with a voltage complaint were taken care of.  Riverdale and West Milford were quiet 

for the month; all meters were read and recorded for the month.  Delinquent commercial 

accounts, customer complaints, and outage calls were handled in a timely fashion.   

 

Councilman Piccirillo the Borough of Butler Board of Health food inspections have resumed, 

one establishment received a satisfactory rating another establishment received a conditional 

rating.  Various health department inspections occurred and it was found that there were expired 

licenses, they were informed that they need to renew immediately.  Communicable disease one 

non-case, one still pending of Hepatitis B, one chronic case 1 pending Hepatitis. COVID -19 

cases are 832 no new deaths have been reported since March or April.     

 

Tax Collectors Report – June 2021 – $458,720.89   

 

Power & Light/Water & Sewer Dept. – June 2021 – $1,602,880.72     

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS AND PAYROLLS 

R 2021-63 Authorization for Payment of Bills and Vouchers  

Moved: Verdonik       Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik    

Voted Nay: None 

 

PRESENTATION OF CORRESPONDENCE, PETITIONS 

Correspondence from the Butler Police Association and the Butler Blue Collar Workman’s 

Association Regarding he America Rescue Plan Act  

The correspondence was received no action will be taken on this.   
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Request from Lieutenant Moeller to purchase his Service weapons upon his retirement.  The 

Mayor and Council approved his purchase of his service weapons.   

 

ORDINANCE(S) FOR ADOPTION – PUBLIC HEARING 

2021-15 Establishing Chapter 68 “Cannabis” of the Revised General Ordinances of the 

Borough of Butler  

Introduced: June 15, 2021  

Advertised: June 20, 2021   

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed the public portion, he noted that the 

building type is not mentioned in the ordinance, and the consensus of the Borough Council was 

that perhaps it should be in a standalone building.  The change to the ordinance will be made 

later.   

 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-16 Amending and Supplementing Chapter 143 Land Use of the Revised General 

Ordinances of the Borough of Butler for the Regulation of Cannabis Uses and 

Establishments  

Introduced: June 15, 2021  

Advertised: June 20, 2021   

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed the public portion.   

Motion by: Fox       Second: Meier 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

2021-17 An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 210 “Taxation” of the 

Revised General Ordinances of the Borough of Butler to Include a New Article Concerning 

Cannabis Sales Taxation  

Introduced: June 15, 2021  

Advertised: June 20, 2021   

 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the public on this ordinance only. 

 

Seeing no one come forward Councilman Fox closed the public portion.   

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 
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ORDINANCE(S) FOR INTRODUCTION 

2021-18 An Ordinance Authorizing the Borough of Butler to Acquire a Non-Exclusive 

Easement and Right of Way for Access over Certain Real Property Located within the 

Borough in Order to Provide the Borough’s Municipal Facilities at One Ace Road with 

Pedestrian and Vehicular Ingress, Egress and Regress to and from Ace Road and Whitteck 

Street  

Public Hearing: August 17, 2021 

Motion by: Fox       Second: Regis 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

RESOLUTION(S): 

The Clerk noted that all items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-

controversial by the Borough Council and will be approved by one motion.   

 

2021-64 Resolution Authorizing Passage of a Special Consent Agenda  

Motion by: Fox       Second: Verdonik 

 

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Piccirillo, Regis and Verdonik 

Voted Nay: None 

 

* 2021-65 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Tax Office  

* 2021-66 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Electric 

Department  

* 2021-67 Resolution Authorizing Refunds, Overpayments or Cancellations in the Water/Sewer 

Department  

* 2021- 68 Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Interconnection Agreement with Jersey 

Central Power and Light Company   

* 2021-69 Resolution Certifying Review of the 2020 Audit   

* 2021-70 Resolution Approving Participation with the State of New Jersey Body Worn Camera 

Grant Program Administered by the Department of Law and Public Safety, Office of the 

Attorney General  

* 2021-71 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Not Exceeding $6,854,750 Bond Anticipation 

Notes of the Borough of Butler in the County of Morris 

* 2021-72 Resolution Extending the Due Date of Property Tax Bills for the Third Quarter  

 

NEW/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Butler Fire Department Donation of 1955 Fire Truck  

The Mayor and Council accepted the donation pending the execution of an agreement detailing 

the care and maintenance of the vehicle.   

 

Maryanne Hanisch Membership in the Butler Museum  

Mayor Martinez is tabling membership at this time.   
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INVITATION FOR DISCUSSION FROM THE PUBLIC: 

Mayor Martinez opened the meeting to the Public: 

 

Seeing no one come forward to speak a motion was made to close this public portion. 

Moved: Fox       Second: Regis 

All in favor.   

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting: 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik   

All in favor.  

Adjournment: 7:42 p.m. 

 

Adopted: September 21, 2021  

          
       ___________________________________ 

       Ryan Martinez, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: September 21, 2021   
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