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The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Butler Mayor and Council was opened by Mayor 

Alviene who indicated that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act having been duly advertised and posted in Borough Hall.   

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Alviene, Councilman Calvi, Councilman Fox, Councilman Meier, 

Councilman Regis, Councilman Travers and Council President Verdonik  

 

ALSO PRESENT: J. Lampmann, Borough Administrator, R. Oostdyk, Borough Attorney and 

M. O’Keefe, Borough Clerk  

 

Discussion 

Owen Kruger Eagle Scout Project at Butler Municipal Building Playground  
Mr. Kruger contacted Mr. Rodriguez of the Butler Library stating that he had a conflict this 

evening, it will be carried to the October 1, 2019 Workshop meeting.   

 

Ceremonial Flags – Katie O’Neill, 72 Bartholdi Avenue Ms. O’Neill noted that many 

municipalities are flying the Pride Flag, she feels that putting the flag shows acceptance.  

Council President Verdonik explained that he does not want to open the door for “bad elements” 

to come in to request flying flags that some residents may find offensive.  Ms. O’Neill feels that 

that is a political party issue, both Councilman Regis and Travers objected, as they do not believe 

that is the opinion of the Council members in the room.  Councilman Travers explained that he 

does not want to open the door for any individual who may spread something that is hateful.  

Councilman Calvi explained that he does not want to open the door for other groups by party, 

who could provide the same arguments and the Borough would have no choice but to honor the 

request.  Should the Borough not honor the request this could potentially result in litigation, he 

feels that the current flags flying will continue being flown, he also feels that we are all people 

and citizens of the United States.  Councilman Fox noted that the discussion is on ceremonial 

flags, not just the Pride flag.  Council President Verdonik noted that Butler is a small, diverse 

and tightly knit community; he feels that no one should be painted with a broad brush based on 

party affiliation.  He complimented Ms. O’Neill on her flying the Pride flag on her property as it 

shows Butler as a welcoming town.  Council President Verdonik asked Mr. Oostdyk if the 

Borough flies one flag does this mean they have to fly all flags for which they receive a request.  

Mr. Oostdyk explained that you would not be able to deny the request based on the like or dislike 

of the organization or its message.  Councilman Regis noted that his concern is that litigation 

will arise because of a denial to fly a particular flag.  Councilman Meier expressed his feeling 

that the flags currently flying should be the only ones flown.  Mr. Lampmann noted that if the 

State or Federal Government makes a determination regarding what flags may be flown this 

would set a standard for local governments.   

 

At the request of Mayor Alviene, the Council was polled on flying ceremonial flags: 

Voted Aye: None    

Voted Nay: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis and Verdonik  

Abstain: Travers  
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Councilmembers expressed that while they are voting no at this time, they would not be averse to 

revisiting this later, they also asked that Ms. O’Neill request the Pride Proclamation next year.   

 

 

 

 

Discussion – Resignation of Michael Hauck from the Butler Planning Board and Letter of 

Interest from Robert V. Donza in the Vacancy on the Butler Planning Board  

 

Mayor Alviene noted that Mr. Hauck moved out of Butler, he received a recommendation from 

Chairman Nargiso regarding Mr. Donza, he is a 20 year resident of Butler.  Councilman Fox 

noted that it is a very interesting Board to serve on; Ms. O’Keefe administered the oath of office.   

 

R 2019-84 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement for Entry into a Cooperative Pricing 

System Entry with the Education Services Commission of New Jersey  

Motion by: Fox      Second: Travers  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

R 2019-85 Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Not Exceeding $7,232,500 Bond 

Anticipation Notes of the Borough of Butler  

Motion by: Verdonik      Second: Fox  

Voted Aye: Calvi, Fox, Meier, Regis, Travers and Verdonik   

Voted Nay: None 

 

OPEN PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

Mayor Alviene opened the meeting to the public at this time.  

 

Bob Norman, 31 Cascade Way wanted to speak on flying of other flags, he feels that those 

currently flying are okay.  Additionally, the condition of Kiel Avenue is worsening daily, he 

asked that the Morris County Freeholders be contacted regarding the condition if the road cannot 

be paved then perhaps can they be do some repairs to it.  Mayor Alviene invited Mr. Norman to 

attend the Republican Club meeting on Thursday, September 5, as some of the Morris County 

Freeholders are attending and he can voice his concerns to them directly.   

 

Seeing no one else come forward to speak a motion was made to close the public portion of the 

meeting. 

Moved: Fox        Second: Verdonik 

All in favor.  

 

Motion to adjourn  

Moved: Fox        Second: Meier 

All in favor. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 7: 33 p.m. 

 

Adopted: October 15, 2019      

        
       ____________________________________ 

       Robert W. Alviene, Mayor 

Attest: 

 
_____________________________ 

Mary A. O’Keefe, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 

 

Dated: October 15, 2019 
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